AIRFIX 


FOR PLASTIC MODELLERS 


2s 6d 




THIS 

ISSUE 


Modelling Danish Air Force Catalinas 
Ordnance loads for modern fighters 



Hmnhrpl brushes 
&Hniiibrol 


A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
MODELLING BRUSHES 
Sizes 00,0 & 1 9d. each 6 1/3 each 

2&3 10d. „ 7 1/6 „ 


" 4&5 1/- 

„ 8 

CAMEL MOPS 


Size 2 a 

2/6 each 

3 b 

3/- „ 

" 4 c 

3/6 „ 

GOAT MOP 

9d. „ 


PRODUCT 

HUMBROL- HULL* YORKSHIRE 


’DC; 


Prices shown are those recommended in U.K. 



'rhis superbly detailed 
model of a Chasseur of the 
Guard (after the painting by 
Gericault), animated and painted 
by Ray Lamb, shows what 
can be achieved 
a basic Historex 
A piece of wire and 
nylon string were 


all that was added. 

The huge enlargement 
of the photograph we have 
reproduced is completely 
unretouched. 

P offer a comprehensive 
spare parts service. 


.A fully illustrated catalogue 
is supplied with your first order. 
Interested? Then send a s.a.e. 
lor a resume of our products to: 


AGENTS 


3 Castle St., Dover. 






STOP PRESS ■ STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS • STOP PRESS 


RACE TRACK NEWS HtOM AIRHX MRRC 




HONDA 


NEW BANKED CIRCUIT 
MR 300 SET £13.15.0 

WITH TWO NEW GP CARS 

A new MotorAce set from Airfix— the Interna- 
tional MR 300 — complete with a banked circuit 
for high performance conering. Included in the 
set are two new 1/32nd scale cars— the Honda 
and Eagle Weslake. Over 31ft. of double track lay- 
out. Banked Section available separately 23/-, 
High Speed Honda and Eagle Weslake at 28/1 Id. 


I-NEW4SECTI0N BANKED TRACK 


EAGLE WESLAKE 



TYRES 


A wide 
selection 
of tyres for 
all models. 

Latest addition 
the SP 002 for 
superb road hold- 
ing and long life. 



STEERING UNITS 


Complete 
Ackermann 
steering 
units to 
provide natural 
cornering on all cars. 



EAGLE 


Latest addition to the 
Clubman Special ready- 
to-race range. Cars fitted 
with Ball Race motor. 


1/32nd READY-TO-RACE 
CARS 


Price 54/1 Id 


CLUBMAN SPECIALS 


CONTROLLERS 



Covering 1 32nd 
and 1 24th scale 
cars with varying types of motor. 
Models Include— Porsche, Ferrari, 
Felday Ford. Honda, Weslake, 
B.R.M.and many more. From 46;6d 



Hand controllers for 
AIRFIX M.R.R.C. covering a 
range of 7i, 10 and 15 ohms. 


AIRFIX MAGAZINE 





A magazine concerned 
solely with plastic model- 
ling. News, photographs 
and articles. Only 2/6 
monthly. 



BODY 

SHELLS 


The 

Honda Weslake 
and Feiday Ford have 
now been added to the existing 
range of Airfix moulded body shells. 



MRHX^MRRC 


THE COMPLETE RANGE OF 
MOTOR RACING ACCESSORIES 

See the complete range at your local stockist. 


AIRFIX PRODUCTS LIMITED • HALDANE PLACE • GARRATT LANE • S.W.18 
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AIRFIX magazine 


MODELS 


ALMARK OICALS 3/- 
ROCO MINI TANKS 


AIRCRAFT PROFILES 


PYRO SHIPS 

Jap Fishing Bose 

Civil War B-Runner 
Independance War Schooner 

31/- 

31/- 

31/- 

NEW PROG KITS 1/72 


Saab AJ-37 Viggen 

7/6 

Grunnman OV-IB Mohawk 

7/6 

OV-lOA Bronco 

7/6 

Flos Thunderchief 

7/6 

Renzan Rica 

22/S 

Emily Flying Boat 

32/6 


TAMIYA AIRCRAFT 1/50 
Typ« 99 Bomber 21/6 

S»4un C6NI (Myrc) 25/11 

O P«c« S«»lane 21/6 

HayabuM Otcar Shoki 12/11 

Kawaaaki Ki.lOO 12/11 

Miuubithi A6M7 Zero Sen 12/11 
Ki6IHienTony 12/11 

Shinden«Kai (George) 12/11 

Raiden J2H3 (Jack) 12/11 

Miuubishi Zero 12/11 

Hayate Fighter 

Motorised 1/72 12/11 

Zerosen Fighter 

Motorised 1/72 12/11 


TAMIYA AIRCRAFT l/lOO S/ll 
Corsair, Skyhawk. Mirage. 
Lightning. Fiat 91. Mig 19. 


PYRO VINTAGE BRASS CARS 
1/32 10/6 
1915 Ford Couplet 
i9id Mercer R>About 
1911 Stevens DT 
1906 Renault 


AOSIMA AIRCRAFT 1/72 5/- 

Goshikisen, Wildcat, Saiun, Zuin, 
Reppu.Shiun.Seiran. Zero. Avenger. 
Dive Bomber Type 59 25/11 

Type O Pete 21/6 

Saiun No. 9 Myrt 25/11 


Metal Skin Matt or Gloss 5/- 

P er sheet. Also Humbrol Liquid 
olystyrene 2;6d per bottle. 


1/72 L.S. AIRCRAFT 

Type 96 Nell Bomber 
Yasukuni Bomber 

Nippon-Go Transport 

Hiryu Ki67 Peggy 

Saiun C6NI Myrc 

24/6 

25/11 

24/6 

25/11 

24/6 

HISTORIC CANNONS 
24 lb Naval Gun Kic 

Civil War Field Gun Kic 
Gatling Gun Kic 

75 mm Artillery Piece 
Revolutionary Field Gun 

16/6 


AURORA OLD TIME CARS 
I/2S 35/11 

Rambler, Buik Bug, Stanley Steamer, 
Mercer Race About, Curved Dash 
Olds. Stutz Bearcat. 


AURORA AIRCRAFT 1/40 15/- 
SE.5 Scout. Spad III. 

Sopwich Triplane, Malta D3, 
Nieuport II, Fokker D8. 

Sopwich Camel, Tiger Moth 
Fokker Triplane, Albatross D3, 
Freedom Fighter, Avro CFiOS, 

Avro CFIOO Mk 4. Sikorsky S55. 
Martin Marauder 1/48 35/- 

Black Widow 1/48 35/- 

B58 Hustler 1/79 35/- 


POSTAGE and PACKING 
Up to 10/-, I/- Up to £1, 2/- 

Up to £2. 3/- Up to £3. 4/- 

Up to £4, 5/- Up to £5. 6/- 

Ovor £5 Froo 


Overseas Postage Rates 
Surface Mail 25 S’i, A Airmail 40”/.. 


REVELL SHIPS 17/11 each 

Golden Hind, Bounty, Beagle, 
Mayflower. Santa Maria. 
Constitution, 

Charles W, Morgan, Victory. 

FlyiM Cloud 24/6, Eagle 24/6 
Tai Chao 13/9, Pittsburgh 13/9, 

New Jersey 15/6, Franklin I3;9, 
Massachusetts 9/6 


OTHER REVELL KITS 1/8 35/11 
Honda Sports, Honda Racing Bike, 
Honda Drag, Honda Scrambler. 
Thames Panel Truck 1/25 31/6 

51 Anglia 1/25 31/6 

Jaguar E-Type 1/25 17/11 


MARUSAN 1/50 7/11 
Spitfire IX. 

Hesse rschmitt 


1/50 Tanks Motorisod 14 1 
M-46 Petton, Stalin. Rommel. 
Jap type-61. Chieftain. 

Puma Arm-Car 1/35 


23/11 


U.P.C. A.F.V. 1/35 13/11 

Tiger, Charioteer, Comet. 

i ap M6I, Patton, 
corpion, Coventry II, Arm-Cars. 
Honest John 21/6, Long Tom 21/6, 
AA Gun 21 /6. LVT & 75 mm Gun 21 /6 
Armoured Car 9/6 

Combat Soldiers 9, 6 

Jeep A Trailer ^ 


1/44 A.F.V. Motorised IB/I I 
Charioteer, Comet, Tiger, 

Jap Type 61, M-48 Patton, 1/50 
U.S. Personnel Carrier 25/11 

U.S. Armoured Half Track 25/11 
U.S. Amphib Weasel 1/32 29/11 
U.S. Highway Trailer 1/32 49/11 


AURORA 1/40 A.F.V. IS/-eech 

W.W.II8' Howitzer 

W.W. II Long Tom 

U.S. Patton, Up Med Tank 

U.S. Munitions Carrier 

Centurian. Panther, Swedish S 


FUJIMA AIRCRAFT 1/50 
Sud Alouette IIL Huey Cobra 15/11 
Northrop T38 Talon 15/11 

F6D Crusader 1/70 13/11 

Northrop F5A A FSB 1/50 21/6 


REVELL AIRCRAFT 1/32 15/6 

Huey Attack, Wild Cat. Zero. 
Spitfire Mk I. Messerschmitt 109, 
Bell UH-ID Huey, Bell Huey Cobra. 
Catalina. 1/72. Skycrane 1/72 13/9 

B-25B Mitchell 1/48 19/9 


AURORA AIRCRAFT 5/- each 
Piper Apache, Cessna, 1/64 
Super Sabre, Skynight l/lOO 

F94CStarf)re 1/85 

Aero Commander 1/82 

Beechcraft Super 18 1/88 

Cessna A37 Strikejet 1/43 15/- 


RIKOKIT I/72TANKS 3/9 

M 48 Patton Tank 

German Panther 

Sulin Tank 

Russian T54 

Wirbelwind Flak Panzer 
75 mm Assault Gun 
M4 Sherman Tank 
Tiger Tank 


PYRO PISTOLS 14/3 each 
2 Dualling Pistols 
Miquelet Lock Pistol 
Derringer-pepperbox 
Dutch Flintlock 
Peacemaker 45 
Blunderbus 
Western Saddle Gun 
Kentucky Rifle 


18 /- 

33/6 

46/- 


ORPINGTON 
MODEL CAR CENTRE 

49 HIGH ST., ORPINSTON, KENT 

Tel: Orpington 30503 


Commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of the first 
non-stop crossing by air 
of the Atlantic Ocean 
by Alcock and Brown 
THE VICKERS VIMY 


by P. St John Turner 

PUBLISHED JUNE 3rd 

A comprehensive work 
on the Vickers FB27 
Vimy’ aircraft. BesieJes 
a detailed description 
of the basic RAF 
bomber version from 
its inception and de- 
sign in 1917 and its 
commercial develop- 
ment. the author gives 
graphic accounts of 
the famous Transatlan- 
tic flight by Alcock and 
Brown, the Ross Smith 
flight to Australia and 
the pioneering of the air route to South Africa. The 
book also includes full details of the reconstruction 
of a Vimy replica by the Vintage Aircraft and Fly- 
ing Association. There are more than 80 illustra- 
tions. many never before published, 8 pages of scale 
drawings and plans, of vital Interest to 
modellers, and appendices giving details PRICE 
of performances, weights and dimen- 
sions, etc, of the main Vimy versions 3US 1101 
128 pages on art paper, 8J" x 5J'', case 
bound, with laminated jacket. 


★ FOR COLLECTORS ONLY — We are also publishing on June 
3rd a special commemorative first edition of this book 
luxuriously bound in blue hide and linen, with gold embellish- 
ments and LIMITED TO 500 NUMBERED COPIES, price 84s 
each. (Orders supplied In strict rotation — reserve your copy 
NOW. ) 



Published by Patrick Stephens Limited. 

9 Ely Place, London, EC1 
(01-405 2297) 



Use this order coupon to obtain a copy of this magnificent 
book — post it to ths publishers or hand it to your bookseller 
or model shop now. If you prefer not to cut your magazine — 
write your order out on a piece of plain notepaper. 


To: Patrick Stephens Ltd. 
9 Ely Place, 

London, EC1 


OR YOUR 
BOOKSELLER OR 
MODEL SHOP 


I Please send me one copy of the standard/limited * 
I edition of THE VICKERS VIMY. I enclose my remit- 
tance of 30s/84s * (plus 2s 6d extra for postage and 
I packing). 


I NAME 


I ADDRESS 


I (Block 

I caps 

I please) (6/69) 

I • Delete as necessary 


June, 1969 
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ARGYLE MODELS 

CENTRAL STATION BRIDGE 
247 ARGYLE STREET 
GLASGOW C.2 
TEL: 041-24S 66«6 


Scotland’s Leading Model Shop 

MOTORISED KITS BY RIKO TAMIYA 

1/12 Honda F.l 
1/12 Lotua 49 Ford F.l 
1/12 Porsche Carrera 910 
1/12 Ford Mutcanc 
1/12 Lotus 33 
j/12 Ferrari Flat 12 
1/16 Lamborchini Miura 
1/16 Nissan R380 
1/16 Ford GT40 
1/16 Lola Ford 
1/16 Brabham Ford 
j/16 1886 Daimler 
1/16 1901 De Dion Bouton 
1/16 Alfa Romeo Scarabeo 
I /20 Ferrari 275 
1/20 Lotus Europa 
1 124 Mercedes-Benz SSK 
1/30 Porsche Carrera 10 
1/30 Nissan R38I 
1/30 Ford 3-Litre 
1/30 Chaparral 2F 

1/21 M4 Sherman Tank 
1/21 PzKw3Tank 
1/21 M40 "Bif Shot” Tank 
1/21 75 mm Assault Gun 
1/21 M4 Sherman Tank 
1/21 PxKw3 Tank 
1/25 Panther Tank 
1/25 |acd Panther Tank 
1/25 Chieftain Tank 
1/35 Chieftain Tank 
1/35 King Tiger Tank 
1/35 Hunting Tiger Tank 

SUPER NEW TANK RELEASE FROM IMAI ! 
I IS scale GERMAN TANK MARK IV-F2 
£7 4 6 


75/- 

1/35 Patton Tank 

45/- 

75/- 

1/35 TIO Stalin Tank 

45/- 

126- 

1/35 AMX 30 Napolean Tank 

31/6 

132/- 

1/35 AMX 105 Archery Tank 

26/- 

59 II 

1/35 AMX DCA30 Flack Tank 

26- 

59/ 1 1 

1/35 Abbot Tank 

31/6 

79/11 

1/35 T55 Tank 

31/6 

79/11 

1/35 T34 Tank 

26/- 

75/- 

1/35 M36 Destroyer Tank 

31/6 

39/11 

1/35 SUlOO Assault Gun 

26 - 

39/11 

1/35 Puma 3 Armoured Car 

24- 

55/- 

1/32 U.S. Highway Trailer 

1/32 U.S. M.29 Weasel 

49 1 1 

49/ 1 1 

29/11 

79/11 

1/32 U.L Ordnance Truck 

31/6 

39/11 

1/32 U.S. Personnel Carrier 

26/- 

39/ 1 1 

1/32 U.S. M4 Tractor 

26/- 

35/9 

1/25 lagd Panther Tank 

1 /25 Panzer Tank 

128/- 

16/11 

128/- 

16/11 

1/35 Rommel Tank 

59/ 1 1 

16/11 

1/35 Jagd Panther Tank 

59/11 

16/11 

1/35 T-IO JSIII Tank 

59/11 

1/35 PzKwV Tank 

59/11 

107/- 

1/35 King Tiger 

59/ 1 1 

107/- 

107/- 

1/35 Hunting Tiger 

59/11 

75/- 

75/- 

All above tanks have remote control 

75/- 

1/50 Tanks with shooting mech. 

99/11 

(M46, Rommel, Chieftain, Stalin. 

99/11 

99/11 

i«p6l) 

14/11 

45/- 

2-motor Remote Control Set 


45/- 

for most 1/21 Tanks 

35/- 

45/- 

for most 1/35 Tanks 

27/- 


Throe motora, full remote control. This huge model — the largest tank 
kit yeti— is all ready for you to add radio at a later date 

NEW FROM ALMARKS 

AI4JD54 4/- A9 A I Roundels 3/- 

AlSUdet 4/- AlO A Roundels 3/- 

Ti6 Aims of Service 4;> (RECCE. RASC, Armoured Cars. Lorries/Infantry) 
S.A.E. for full list 

NEW FROM REVELL 


1/72 Saab Drake n 8/6 

1/72 Martin B-57B 8/6 

1/72 Skycrane Helicopter 13/9 

1/32 P5 1 Mustang 15/6 

1/32 Wildcat 15/6 

1/32 P47 Thunderbolt 17/1 1 


U.S. Cruisers Longbeach. Forrest 
Sherman, Boston 13/9 each 

U.S. Carriers Essex. Enterprise. 
Ranger. Wasp. Hornet, Yorktown 
24/6 each 

I /40 Self-propelled Gun 9/9 

1/40 Howitzer 9'9 

1/40 Military Truck 11/9 


NewJVIodelJButty Sark only 39/11 

OVER TWO FEET LONG, SAILS INCLUDED. SUPERb'^DET/TiL 


METAL CAR KITS 

Hubley Ford A Roadster 47/6 

Hubley Ford A Sedan 47/6 

Hubley Packard Roadster 79/- 

Wills rinecast 1928 Bentley £6 15 0 
Wills Finecast 1920 Vauxhall £7 19 6 

IMC CAR KITS 1/25 SCALE 

34/6 each 

Ford Cougar. Ford G.T., Lola T70. 


Mustang. Chaparral 2E, Lotus Ford. 
Ford GTP-J. Volkswagen 

WOODEN KITS: Full Range of 
following: 

Billing Boats (Catalogue 5/6 p.p.) 
Steingraeber Ships (Caulogue 3/- 
p.p.) 

Keilcraft Planes/Boats (Catalogue 
3/- p.p.) 


The above are only aamples from our tremendous range. Almost any 
item advertised elsewhere can be obtained from us. We carry, for 
example, the full range of Airfix, Aurora, Bellona Battlefields. 
Historex and Merita Figure^ Minitanks, Monogram, Pyro, Reveli, 
Riko, Tamiya, Renwall, U.P.C., etc. Humbrol, and A.B.T., Almark. 
Defray Decals. All leading makes of slot-racing equipment and model 
railways. 

24.HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Orders over £5 post free, otherwise please add 3/- (U.K. only). Giro Account 
No. 10-661-0007. 


WITH THE MAINSTREAM 
SUPER POWERED 
BOATKITS 
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Four superbly detailed boat kits, 
each with: 

^High powered electric motors 
^Sleek high lift hull 
¥:Waterproof battery compartment 

Easy to build and only 18/11 
(recommended retail price) 

-t A 


PLUS THE AMAZING 
MAINSTREAM PP1 
HOVERCRAFT KIT 

Complete with powerful electric motor. 

It glides on a cushion 
of air— just like 
the real thing 

Recommended 
Retail Price 241 - 


At your local model shop now! 

MAINSTREAM 
PRODUCTIONS LTD. 

HALLAM STREET WORKS • HALLAM STREET 
STOCKPORT • CHESHIRE • SK2 600 

MS7 49 

AIRFIX magazine 
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THE OBSERVER’S FIGHTING 
VEHICLES DIRECTORY 

Bart H. Vanderveen’s new reference book deals with motor vehicles of all 
kinds used by the Allied and Axis powers during the Second World War. The 
emphasis is on ‘soft skin’ in contrast to armoured and on transport and special 
equipment vehicles. There are 864 photographs illustrating nearly 1000 
vehicles. Size is 

Summer Publication. 25s net. 

THE OBSERVER’S BOOK OF 
AIRCRAFT 

This book, by William Green, has been entirely revised and brought up to 
date for the 1969 edition. It contains 124 three- view silhouettes of the highest 
accuracy, 155 half-tone illustrations and information on the World’s latest 
aircraft. It is recommended by numerous aeronautical organisations, and also 
by The Boy Scouts Association. Size is 5j'’x 31 ", uniform with the many 
other popular titles in the series. 7s net. 





1-4, Bedford Crt., Strand, W.C.2. 




POP IN AND SEE THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
MODEL SHOP IN LONDON 

We stock ail Modellers requirements including Boats, 
Trains, Cars, Radio Control equipment and Fibre Glass 
Boat Hulls. 

We have an enormous range of static Model Kits and 
comprehensive stocks of Airfix, Reveli, Champion and 
Scalextric Sets and Accessories 
Do you want a car. Tank or Motor Cycle ? Why not pay 
us a visit? 

H.P. You need NO DEPOSIT on orders of £25 or over. 
STOP PRESS . . . NEW MONOGRAM B.52 . . . £11.19.6. 

LEWISHAM MODEL CENTRE, 

45 LEE HIGH ROAD, LEWISHAM, SE13 
T«l. 01 852 2637 

LATE NIGHT FRIDAY: open until 8.30 p.m. 


DE-FREY DECALS 

A NEW SHEET IN OUR WORLD WAR TWO RANGE 
Sheet 3 gives limitless variations of coding and 
serials for heavy bombers of the R.A.F., such as 
Lancasters and Halifaxes. Serials are now available 
for the first time, giving many accurate possibilities. 
The dull red has been accurately matched and the 
finish is matt. Price 4/- inclusive. 

Sheet 2, depicting D-Day Invasion Stripes. Royal 
Navy lettering and solid colour blocks has been re- 
printed and is again available at 5/- inclusive. 

DE-FREY DECALS 

248 HIGH ROAD, LEYTON. LONDON, E.10 


AIRHX^MRRG 


MORE NEW ITEMS FROM 
AIRFIXIMRRC 


ARMATURE STACK (Action ready) suitable 16.D or 
13.UO Drill blank shaft. Mikor-super laminations, 
Epoxide coated stack ready for winding. Precision 
ground on Diameter. Cat. No. 844. Price 9/7d. each. 

SUPER HIGH TEMPERATURE INSULATED ARMA- 
TURE WIRE In American gauges 24-32. Cat. No. 839 
approx. 10 yds. Price 5/3d. each. 

NO BLOW — NO THROW, instrument trued commu- 
tator. 5/64 — (2 mm.) diameter shaft. Suitable can 
motors. Cat. No. 840. Price 4/- each. 


Please send 6d. for catalogue and name of nearest stockist, to; 
29 Ashley Road, Botcombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
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JOY 


TOP 


FLIGHT MODELLERS . . . 

USE TOP FLIGHT FIHISHES 


JOY’ lUMIMOUS PAINT 

(Green shade 
only.) 

See in the 
dark outfits, 
containing Base 
Reflecting Coat 
and Luminous 
Top Coat. 

Packs 3/3; 5/6 



*J0Y* New Formula PLASTIC ENAMEL 


The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
including black and white, can be intermixed 
to provide a wide range of colours. 
Joy Plastic Enamel has good flow, 
and is resistant to heat and most fuels. 

It gives glass-hard abrasion 
and wear resisting surface. 

Tins: 1/9; 2/9; 4/3; 7/6 
All colours are lead free 
and are safe to use on children’s toys. etc. 





lOY-PlANE’ BAISA CEMENT 



‘lOY-PlANE’ POIYSTYRENE CEMENT 



New and 
improved quality. 
Very quick and 
hard setting. 
Penetrates 
deeply and is 
heat resisting 
and fuel proof. 


Available in tubes 
9d.; 1/4; 2/. 



Non-stringing 
quick drying 
and colourless. 
The perfect 
adhesive for 
giving a weld 
Joint to any 
polystyrene 
surface. 
Available in 
tubes 9d.; 1/4 


OTNER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODEllERS HNI MODEUERS 


•JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. 1/3; 2/-. 
•JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. 1/3; 2/-; 2/9; 5/-. 
PLASTIC WOOD. 1/5. 

BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick. 

No. 2. Thin. 1/3; 2/-. 

TISSUE PASTE. Tubes 1/3. 
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TURNBRID6ES LIMITED, LONDON, S.W.17 

manufacturers of quality products for 
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Editor Chris Ellis 


Cover Picture 

A familiar scene In Britain in World 
War 2 was the anti-aircraft gun site 
in orchard, park, or wood, guarding 
important centres and installations 
against air attack. AA Command 
consisted of no less than seven AA 
divisions in September 1939 and 
expanded by further divisions as the 
war progressed; the ‘bow and arrow’ 
formation sign of AA Command 
became one of the best known of 
the war on vehicles and uniforms. 
Busiest year for the AA gunners was 
1940, when AA Command claimed 
to have shot down 444 enemy 
aircraft. For the forthcoming Battle 
of Britain film, the makers re-created 
at Pinewood Studios a gun site in 
Hyde Park complete with 3.7 Inch 
AA gun and adjacent searchlight 
battery, all in authentic sandbag 
emplacements. Gun crew was 
provided by the Army from 17 
Training Regiment, Royal Artillery, 
reviving the correct drill for the 3.7 
inch gun and wearing period 
battledress and helmets. In this view 
can be seen the detachment 
sergeant, the ammunition supply 
numbers, and the layer and trainer 
(seated) following pointers’ to set 
bearing and elevation from the 
predictor and height finder. 

(Illustration courtesy 
The Battle of Britain film). 
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I ATTENDED my first Royal Navy squadron commissioning 
last month which at the same time was the last fixed wing 
ceremony to be performed in the Navy. The occasion was the 
formation of the Navy’s Phantom squadron, No 892 at RNAS 
Yeovilton. 

It was a particularly sad event as although there are few 
officers or ratings still serving who can remember the days before 
the war when the RAF flew all aircraft from carriers, there are 
doubtless many who know all about the controversy that has 
waged for nearly 50 years as to whether the Navy should have 
its own aircraft. 

As we all know, the Fleet will not be giving up helicopters for 
Commando and anti-submarine work, but without a strike and 
fighter element attached to the Navy they can hardly be blamed 
for being a little upset about the whole affair. 

No 892 Squadron has had a noteworthy career as it first 
formed at Norfolk Navy Yard, Virginia, in July 1942 with 
Grumman Wildcat fighters and operated in defence of Atlantic 
convoys. In 1945 it received Hellcats and embarked on HMS 



Ocean to spend the rest of the war at sea before being disbanded 
in April 1946. 

Nine years later No 892 re-commissioned equipped with Sea 
Venoms. The following year saw it take part in the Suez opera- 
tion prior to disbanding again in 1957. When the Sea Vixen 
entered service with the Fleet Air Arm in 1958 No 700 Y Inten- 
sive Flying Trials Unit was formed to evaluate the aircraft. This 
unit became No 892 Squadron in July 1959 and embarked on 
HMS Ark Royal. It later served in the carriers Victorious and 
Hermes. After having re-equipped with Mk 2 Sea Vixens and 
spending some time on HMS Hermes during the Indonesian 
confrontation, Radfan operations and the Dar-es-Salaam crisis. 
No 892 returned to the UK and Yeovilton where it formed the 
Navy’s air display team which became known as ‘Simon’s 
Circus*. The squadron disbanded in October 1968 only to 
reform last month as the first and last operational Phantom 
squadron in the Fleet Air Arm. The squadron will embark in 
HMS Ark Royal next year. 

During the day at Yeovilton members of the Press had a ring- 
side seat for a rather spectacular ‘prang’. One of the Sea Venoms 
operated by Airwork at the station had undercarriage trouble 

Below: One of No 892 Squadron Royal Navy Phantoms on com- 
missioning at RNAS Yeovilton at the beginning of April. This 
aircraft is XT861. Note the Omega squadron badge on the tail 
unit signifying that 892 is the last fixed wing squadron to commis- 
sion in the Fleet Air Arm. 



Top: Danish helicopters; No 722 Squadron operate this Sikorsky 
S-6IA. These helicopters are based at Vaerlose but detachments 
are kept at two other Danish mainland airfields and in Greenland. 
Above: Alouette HI M-0I9 one of eight aircraft flown by navy 
personnel in No 722 Squadron but maintained by air force tech- 
nicians. Several of these aircraft are used on Danish fishery 
protection vessels. 

and did a partly wheels up landing on a foam carpet spread by 
the very efficient fire service and also used the spray arrester 
gear which has proved so effective at RNAS airfields. The air- 
craft, WW207, was brought down very gracefully indeed and 
only succeeded in breaking off the rear half of one of the drop 
tanks. Whether there was any more major damage to the air- 
frame was of course impossible to say at that time but everyone 
admired the skill with which the pilot brought his aircraft into 
land without, so it appeared, damaging the paintwork. 

I also had the chance to renew my acquaintance with the 
Fleet Air Arm museum at Yeovilton. This is a worthwhile trip if 
you are on your way to holiday in Devon or even if you want a 
run from London for the day. The museum now has three air- 
craft parked outside the hangar as space is somewhat restricted. 
Their Wyvern, one of the Buccaneer development aircraft and a 
Sea Prince now adorn the edge of the main road which should 
be an added attraction to those passing. 

News from Denmark 

I N response to a number of requests for information on the 
Royal Danish Air Force following my all too brief mention 
of a visit 1 paid to Vaerlose airfield near Copenhagen late last 
summer I am repeating the dose. The photographs on this page 
give an idea of the types of aircraft at the RDanAF transport 
base but the most important news this month is that Denmark 
is progressively changing the camouflage schemes of all of its 
military aircraft as they come up for major overhaul. 

The new scheme will be an overall dark green. A number of 
the Hunter and F-104 aircraft have already been painted, some 
of the transport aircraft such as the C-47 in the photograph 
have also had the new scheme applied and when the SAAB J-35 
Draken comes into service it too will have the green overall 
paint job. In most cases the national markings will be smaller 
than hitherto; for the Draken the fuselage diameter of the 
roundel will be 250 mm and the wing 350 mm. Individual codes 
and numerals where applicable will be in black and the two 
pointed flag will be retained on the fin of all Danish aircraft. 
Dayglo patches on transport aircraft and trainers will be retained 
in roughly the same positions. 
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Summer air shows 

E very year I get requests for a list of air shows due to take 
place during the summer months. Often a comprehensive guide 
is difficult to produce as it takes a lot of time to compile and 
mistakes can often creep in. This year however I have had assis- 
tance from the Merseyside Society of Aviation Enthusiasts who 
have done their own list from which I have taken a great many 
items. No guarantee can be given that all the information here 
is absolutely correct. There is a lot of time between now and the 
end of the season and organisers are free to change their minds 
on dates and programmes. 


Date 
June 1 
June 7 
June 7 


June 7 & 8 

June 8 
June 9-14 

June 9-10 
June 14 
June 21-22 
June 27-28 
June 28 
June 28-29 
June 29 

July 5 

July 12 
July 19 

July 19 
July 26 
July 26 


July 24-27 
July 27 
July 25-27 
August 3 
August 9-10 
August 10 
August 16 
August 16-17 
August 31 
September 1 


September 6 
September 13 

September 20 

September 27 

September 28 


Place 

Seething 

Fleetlands 

Chester 


Paris (Le Bourget) 

Teesside 
Thorney Island 

Heathrow 

Upper Heyford 

Sywell 

Rochester 

Woodford 

Turnhouse 

Old Warden 

Hatfield 

Alconbury 

Booker 

Little Rissington 

Lossiemouth 

Middle Wallop 

Brawdy I 

Arbroath ^ 

Lee-on-Solent J 

Cranfleld 

Old Warden 

Newtownards 

Teesside 

Portland 

Shoreham 

Tollerton 

Elstree 

Old Warden 

Halfpenny Green 


Event 

Waveney Flying Group Air Rally 
Open Day 

Hawker Siddeley Aviation Fami- 
lies day (11.00-12.00 factory 
open to visitors) 

International air show— public 
days 

Annual fly-in 

Air Rescue helicopter (Flying 
display and exhibition June 11) 
Lockheed C-5 visit 
Armed Forces Day 
DH Aerobatic Trophy 
Kings Cup air races 
Air display 

International Scottish rally 
Private and sporting aircraft be- 
tween the wars 
Open Day 
Armed Forces Day 
Air display 

University Air Squadron Trophy 
competition 
Air Day 

Army Air Corps Open Day 
Navy Air Days 


Business and light aircraft show 
Vintage military aircraft flying 
International air rally 
International air rally 
Navy Days 
Air display 
Air display and races 
Fly-In 

Vintage aircraft flying 
Goodyear Trophy races and dis- 
play 

Lydd Flying Display 

Yeovilton Air Day 

Battle of Britain air displays. Stations yet to be an- 
nounced but include Benson and Finningley 
Biggin Hill Battle of Britain display 

Shobden Strongbow air race and display 

Prestwick RAFA Scottish air show 

Rochester Esso Tiger Club aerobatics 

Old Warden Vintage aircraft display 


Below: The new terminal building at London airport. This picture 
shows in the distance some of the BE A Vanguards., Comets and a 
lone Viscount at the domestic stands which reach out from the 
finger connected to the main terminal area. 7^000 passengers a 
day are handled through the terminal at the present time though it 
is expected that this will increase rapidly over the next few years. 





Top to bottom: New and old styles of camouflage on Royal 
Danish Air Force aircraft are depicted in these two shots of C-47 
Dakotas at present in service with No 721 Sqn. Note overall dark 
green paint scheme^ smaller national insignia and black codes 
compared with the grey and green painted aircraft which visited 
Northolt some two years ago. (Lower photo: Jacob Sloppel). 
One of four C-54 Skymaster transport aircraft used for long haul 
and VIP operations by 721 Squadron. The nose radar in these air- 
craft is slightly different from standard and is in fact inter- 
changeable with that on the Catalinas shown in this month's con- 
version article. Painted silver overall with dayglo nose and tail 
areas the Chipmunk is one of 27 purchased for initial and con- 
tinuation training in 1950. Former fighters; an F-86D and a 
Thunderjet parked on a deserted part of Vaerlose airfield. These 
types are no longer in service. 

New air terminal 

S potters on the roof gardens at London’s Heathrow air- 
port will tell you that since the new No 1 Terminal building 
has been opened for BE A traffic there has not been much chance to 
see all that is going on in that area in the same way as restrictions 
on viewing came with the introduction of the long haul building 
several years ago. 

Opened by the Queen on April 14 the £11 million building 
which will house BEA’s services, those of Autair, BKS, Cam- 
brian and Aer Lingus, will provide considerably more space for 
other continental services elsewhere on the airport. The growth 
of Heathrow in recent years is summed up by the fact that 
passenger traffic is expected to more than double in the next 
four years to a total of 23 million by 1973. 

The new No 1 building is on the immediate left as the passen- 

Continued on page 445 
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REVEWED FOR MODELLERS 


’14-’18 Fighters 

WARPLANbS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR: Volume 2. 

Fighters^ by J. M. Bruce. Published by Macdonald A Co Ltd^ 49-50 

Poland Street^ London WL Price 1 5s. 

C ECON D of a new series of books uniform with the popular books 
on World War 2 aircraft by William Green, this volume is similar 
in its small (pocket) size and presentation, complete with scale draw- 
ings, an abundance of rare pictures, and a concise and authoritative 
text by J. M. Bruce, one of the leading specialists in this period of 
aviation history. The first volume, published in 1967, started to 
work through British 1914-18 fighters alphabetically and this second 
volume deals with types from the Robey-Peters Scouts to the Sop- 
with Camel. Each maker’s aircraft arc covered chronologically, so 
that all Sopwith types prior to the Camel arc included in the present 
volume. A further volume is promised which will cover the remain- 
ing fighter types. Keen aviation enthusiasts interested in 1914-18 
types should snap up the whole scries. For the amount of informa- 
tion and good illustrations packed into each volume, they offer fine 
value for money and arc almost indispensible reference books. 

Desert air war 

FIGHTERS OVER THE DESERT, by Christopher Shores and 

Hans Ring. Published by Neville Spearman Ltd^ 112 Whitfield 

Street, London WL Prices 75s. 

^HIS is something out of the usual run of aviation books in that it 
^ takes the form of what is virtually a day-to-day diary of air 
operations for the entire period of the war in the Western Desert 
from June 1940 to December 1942, taking in its stride, of course, all 
the great campaigns like Wavcll’s Libyan Offensive, ‘Crusader’, 
‘Battleaxc’ and Alamein. It is an immense work, more than 250 
pages of closely packed text and more than 70 pages of superb pic- 
tures, many of them rare and previously unpublished. Every day on 
which there was any significant aerial activity is faithfully recorded 
and logged in great detail and the two authors, one British and one 
German, have ensured that each side in the air fighting has faithful 
representation. In addition to the narrative there are eleven appen- 
dices giving data on aircraft types engaged, ‘ace’ pilots, decorations 
awarded, and orders of battle. There is also a most interesting final 
chapter drawing conclusions on air fighting in the conditions of the 
desert war and impressions recorded by several famous pilots of that 
era. 

In short a splendid piece of work which must have involved tre- 
mendous research on the part of the authors. Not least it does a great 
service for the historian by relating air activity to the fighting on the 
ground — most histories of the desert war concentrate on the purely 
military aspect with relatively little emphasis on the importance of 
the air component. The one small criticism we make concerns the 
rather poor map of the Western Desert which should, we think, be 
rather better drawn in a book of this importance. 


US Navy planes 

UNITED STATES NAVY AIRCRAFT SINCE 1911, by Gordon 
Swanborough and Peter M. Bowers. Published by Putnam A Co Ltd, 
9 Bow Street, Covent Garden, London WC2. Price 84s. 

"THE fact that this is another volume in the authoritative Putnam 
^ aeronautical series will be sufficient to commend this valuable 
reference book to most aviation enthusiasts. It is uniform with the 
other books in the series, like Aircraft of the Zf/fFand is presented in 
exactly the same style with scale drawings, lots of top quality pic- 
tures, and detailed text, each type being covered in chronological 
order by manufacturer. Very minor types are dealt with in a separate 
appendix with a picture and long caption, while further appendices 
cover gliders and blimps. There are more than 500 pages in what 


must surely be the standard book on US Navy types. Very readable, 
very Informative, and invaluable to aircraft modellers and anyone 
with a general interest in the subject. It’s worth every penny of the 
asking price. 

Aircraft booklets 

KOOKABURRA TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS. Titles in text. 
A vailable from BM W Models Ltd, 327-329 Hay dons Road, London 
SWI9. Price 8s 6d each. 

CUPPLIES are now again available of the Kookaburra Technical 
Publications. Titles currently available from BMW Models 
include Lockheed P-38 Lightning, Messerschmitt Me 262 and 
Markings of the Aces: Part 1 8th US Air Force. In 25 pages the 
Lightning story is told in pictures— some uncommon — drawings, 
and text. General arrangement drawings of various versions of the 
P-38 in a variety of markings appear. It is well produced and useful 
as a guide for modellers. 

The Messerschmitt 262 in the same series is I^s well illustrated. 
There is quite a good assortment of photographs, but the drawings 



Above: Reader J. Watterson of London WIO sent us this most 
effective airfield scene featuring Airfix Stirlings on dispersal, with 
ground crew modified from Airfix and Merit OO size figures. 
Hangar, sky, and aircraft in flight are on a painted background. 

are less well detailed than those in the P-38 story. This book is con- 
cerned with the operational story of the aircraft, and is subtitled 
‘Part 2’. 

Probably the most interesting of this trio is that dealing with Aces 
of the 8th Air Force. Photographs and drawings backed up by text 
detail the markings of ten fighters flown by aces. Eight other aircraft 
arc illustrated in a double spread of drawings. We found this to be 
the most interesting of the three booklets for it quickly brought back 
memories of the P-5 Is and P-47s seen in the war years. If you too can 
remember those days you will enjoy this booklet; if you cannot you 
can see what you missed. 

LOCKHEED P-38 LIGHTNING— A PICTORIAL HISTORY. 
Published by Historian Publishers and available from BM W Models 
Ltd. Price 28s 6d. 

A SECOND booklet from BMW Models is entitled Lockheed 
P-38 Lightning — A Pictorial History. This 34 page paperback 
sells here for 28s 6d, and resembles a company brochure in its 
appearance, and is expensive. There are 86 half tones, some occupy- 
ing whole pages. There are also 7 colour pictures and a page of 
colour profiles, none of which arc accurate in tonal rendering. A 
small note recommends that the book be used in conjunction with 
the Kookaburra issue devoted to the P-38 which has different 
photographs (reviewed above). Some of the nose close-ups of 
British based P-38s are interesting and of high quality. We felt these 
to be the best feature of this volume. 

Combat publications 

AIR COMBAT 1939-1945, Volume 1, No 6. Published by Eagle 
Aviation Enterprises, PO Box 82, Rockaway, New Jersey 07866, 
USA. Price $1. 

'pHE current issue of Air Combat contains a great deal of useful 
photographic material for the model maker. An article by 
Gregory Moreira on the 463rd Heavy Bomb Group, USAAF, pro- 
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vides some excellent photographic records of Boeing B-17s in action 
over German targets. Elsewhere in the magazine an article entitled 
‘Air War Over Holland’ has photographs of some of the 6,(XX) air- 
craft which were shot down over Holland during the war. It is 
evident from the photographs that the Germans removed much of 
the equipment which was useful from American and British aircraft 
which were shot down, for use possibly with KG-2()0 the Luftwaffe 
unit which specialised in flying captured aircraft. 

The several issues of Air Combat that we have seen have each con- 
tained most useful photographs and information. Although an 
American publication it is possible to obtain it through Beaumont 
Aviation Literature, 11 Bath Street, London, ECl. 

New from Aircam 

CURTISS KITTYHAWK Mk I-IV. Published by Osprey Publico- 

tions Ltd, PO Box 5, Canterbury, Kent. Price 21s. 

THE sixth publication in the Aircam series by Osprey Publications 
covers the Kittyhawk and as'usual provides the model maker with 
a comprehensive collection of photographs and colour side view 
drawings of four variants of the aircraft in RAF, SAAF, RAAF, 
RNZAF, RCAF and Netherlands East Indies Air Force service. 

Any student of the war in the Middle East will be particularly 
interested in the illustrations as they cover a great many aircraft of 
No 1 12 Squadron whose codes GA are well known. Even more well 
known was the sharkmouth insignia which these aircraft sported. 
The book apart from providing many illustrations of this paint 
scheme also offers an explanation of how the marking originated 


NEWS FROM 



The world’s greatest value In construction kits 


^ Douglas Devastator 


0 Jaguar 420G 



T he first all-metal plane to serve with the US Navy — the 
Douglas Devastator — is the subject of the latest Airfix air- 
craft kit release. Although obsolete at Pearl Harbour, the three- 
seater Devastator featured in most major sea battles in the 
Pacific including that at Midway in June 1942. 

The Airfix 1 :72 scale kit has 75 super-detailed parts including 

Below: The Airfix Devastator finished in pre-war VT-5 
markings. 





and how it became almost universally accepted for Kittyhawk 
aircraft. 

Squadrons from other Commonwealth countries which flew 
Kittyhawks in the Far East war arc not forgotten and there arc 
a number of hitherto unpublished photographs obviously taken from 
albums of pilots who flew them against the Japanese. The 2,000 
Kittyhawks sent to Russia arc also described though little is known 
of any action in which they took part. One side view illustration is 
however given of an aircraft in Soviet Naval Air Service flown by 
Senior Lt Kuznetsov who ended the war with 36 victories. The 
Netherlands East Indies Air Force section is interesting because little 
has previously been known about these aircraft and their markings 
were not catalogued. Several side views and photographs arc given of 
aircraft in No 120 Sqdn. NEIAF. 

This is an interesting book and provides the reader with a compre- 
hensive coverage of the subject. It is ideally suited for the model 
maker 

Luftwaffe pictures 

DORA KURFURST UND ROTE 13. by Karl Ries. Available from 
BMW Models Ltd, 327-329 Hay dons Road, London SWI9. 
Price 50s. 

VUE have come to expect from Karl Ries unique photographs and 
excellent art work in all of his books about the Luftwaffe. A 
fourth volume of Dora Kurfurst und rote 13 has now been published, 
unhappily the last in the series. This volume has 185 pages of eye 

Continued on page 443 



Above: New Airfix Jaguar 420G kit comes complete with 
driver. 

alternative main armament — a 21 inch torpedo and a heavy 
bomb. The model may be assembled with its undercarriage 
raised or lowered and wings folded for deck and hangar storage. 
The 0.5 inch flexibly mounted machine gun in the rear cockpit 
may be depressed and full canopy included, or, with gunner’s 
canopy omitted, mounted ready for use. 

Painting details and transfers for a Devastator of VT-8 
Squadron — USS Hornet — and a more colourful version of VT-5 
Squadron — USS Yorktown — are included in the kit. 

Issued in the Airfix Aircraft Scries 2, the kit is priced at 3s 9d. 

• 

W ITH its race proved XK 4.2 engine to inspire keen motor- 
ists, the British Leyland Jaguar 420G is a ‘natural* subject 
to appeal to kit enthusiasts and is a fitting subject for the newest 
Airfix car model. 

The kit includes a fully detailed engine and exhaust system, 
all-round independent suspension, wrap round front and rear 
windows and transparent head and tail lamp lenses. It even has 
transparent trafficators. 

The driver’s arms are separate so that they may be mounted 
as desired to grip the steering wheel. The steering wheel is of 
true Jaguar pattern and stalks for overdrive and trafficators are 
featured on the steering column. All seats are fully detailed down 
to the small, inboard elbow-rests for the driver and front 
passenger. 

Complete with painting instructions, two sets of stick-on 
registration plates and moulded radiator and boot motifs, the 
kit of 114 parts is issued in the Airfix Modern Cars — Series 3 
range. Price, 5s 6d. 
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MOTORISING 


first sight the new Airfix 


Queen 

Elizabeth 2 seemed to be an ideal 
basis for a motorised working model. 
In fact there are a good many modi- 
fications to be made, but the result is 
very rewarding. 

My first idea was a twin screw set-up, 
preferably using the original propellers, 
but it soon became obvious that the hull 
had far less displacement than I had 
hoped. This meant that the machinery, 
whether two motors or one motor and 
gearing, would have to be so small as to 
require incredibly accurate alignment. 
Where a tenth of a millimetre could 
quite literally make all the difference 
I would be lucky to get any power at all 
to the props, let alone equal power port 
and starboard. It would make a fascina- 
ting problem in miniature engineering, 
however, for someone with more skill. 

The machinery used in large tankers 
provided the next idea: one large pro- 
peller driven by fairly simple engines; 
crude, but very effective. Accordingly 
the two halves of the hull were assem- 
bled and the after extension of the keel 
was cut and drilled to take a propeller 
tube (see photograph and diagram). 

A Mabuchi 25 motor is used to drive 
this assembly. The motor was raised an 
eighth of an inch at the front with 
packing of scrap plastic to give a 
straight drive line and when the align- 
ment had been checked everything was 
secured with impact adhesive which is 
advisable for all joints below the water- 
line. Three HP7 batteries wired in 
parallel provide power. A battery box 
was made of 40 thou plastic card about 
an inch forward of the motor (the exact 
position was found by floating the hull 
and shifting the batteries until a level 
trim was achieved). A switch was placed 
where it could be operated by a rod 
passed through the opening in the signal 
deck« 

The new rudder came next. Cut from 
20 thou plastic card, it was of about 
the same area as the one provided, but 
was a simpler shape, balanced according 



by 
J. Davies 


to the formula of ‘a third of the area 
before the pivot*. The pivot was copper 
wire bent slightly to make It a friction 
fit in a piece of brass tube let into the 
hull. Filler and sand paper finished off 
the alterations to the stern. 

Some extra ballast was needed In 
fact, in view of the model’s comparatively 
shallow draught and high superstruc- 
ture a waterline about 3 mm above the 
scribed water line must be accepted to 
ensure stability. This is not as bad as it 
sounds; because of the transparency of 
the water a model ballasted down to the 
scale waterline would appear to be 
riding high. The amount of ballast was 
ascertained by loading the bare hull, 
without any superstructure, until the 
lower scribed line was I mm clear of the 
water. This ballast was then attached to 
the outside of the hull; a pity, but 
necessary to give a good righting 
moment. I used lead ribbon, but the 
best method would be to cast the lead 
into a bar and attach this extra keel to 
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opernte switch 
hole In deck. 



peseed 


l^op fthpft 
end tube 


]ni ehbut ton 


Above: Close view 
of the propeller and 
the rudder as 
described in text. 

^ Left: Sketch (not 
to scale) of engine 
shaft, and battery 
layout. Switch is of 
the type to be had 
from dectricity 
departments of chain 
stores. 


the hull with three bolts. Finally, before 
proceeding with the superstructure I 
packed both propeller and rudder tubes 
with grease and filled* the hull, except 
for a well above the batteries, with 
expanded polystyrene. 

The assembly of the superstructure 
followed instructions except that weight 
was saved wherever possible. This led 
to the disappearance of most of the 
sports deck. The area below the opening 
in the signal deck was filled by a 
square of 10 thou plastic card which 
was drilled to allow a thin rod access to 
the switch. Some 10 thou plastic card 
also replaced the funnel deck housing, 
part 29, which does not save much 
weight, but saves it where it matters, 
high up. The entire signal deck assembly 
was left removable for access. When in 
place it is quite firm because the fore 
end fits into the bridge while the signal 
sides grip the rest. 

Painting also followed instructions, 
though the funnel deck housing was 
again an exception. Photographs of the 
ship seem to show the top of this to be 
the same colour as the signal deck, and 
in any case not white as stated. Because 
of the way the after decks overlap it is 
best to paint them before assembly. 
When the paintwork had had 24 hours 
to dry transfers were applied and the 
hull, superstructure sides and bridge 
were given a protective coat of poly- 
urethane varnish. 

The model sails well, though with 
those high sides she might well be unsafe 
on a gusty day. Her speed, especially 
with a new set of batteries, is perhaps 
excessive, but after all she is meant to 
be a fast liner. The only defects I have 
found so far are a very slight leak from 
the stern tube, because the inboard end 
is below the water level, and a distinct 
tendency to swing to starboard, induced 
by the left handed propeller. About 10° 
of port helm are needed, pre-set on the 
rudder, to straighten her out. 

The Queen Elizabeth 2 is a strikingly 
beautiful ship, especially with that 
funnel. This conversion completes the 
impression the model conveys by putting 
it in its proper setting. 
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ORDNANCE LOADS 
FOR MORERN 
RRITISR AIRCRAFT 

By Richard E. Gardner 

TOURING the past few years there has been a quiet revolution in 
^ the carriage of aircraft weapons. New weapon release systems 
allow comparatively small aircraft to carry huge ordnance loads. The 
Hawker Harrier, for example, can carry a bomb load larger that that 
of some World War 2 ‘heavy’ bombers! 

With so many kits of modern aircraft coming on to the market it is 
worth looking into the possibilities of modelling these new weapon 
combinations. There is no doubt that carefully built miniature 
missiles, bombs and rocket pods can add greatly to the delicate final 
appearance of a model. 

The photographs and drawings give a guide to some of the prin- 
cipal strike weapons now in use in Britain and other NATO coun- 
tries. Whether the modeller wishes to improve the Airfix Phantom 
F4B, Skyhawk or Buccaneer (AIRFIX magazine, December 1968), 
or any other modern kit, the methods used will be the same. 



Key: (/) RN Phantom EG! with (from left) drop tank, inner pylon with 
stores and fuel pod^ and light blue Sparrow missiles recessed under 
fuselage. Two Sidewinders (light blue) and TER with two 2 inch rocket 
pods, plus one 500 lb retarded bomb (light blue) are on the inner pylon. 


1000 lb HE Bomb 

Dark green with yellow Bullpup ‘A* Air-Ground Missile 

or red/blue band on nose Light blue or white 



Alternative: blue with rear part black (arrows) 



750 lb Bomb 
Green with yellow band 



(British version has jettisonable nose cap) 


Triple Ejector Rack (TER) on typical pylon 



1 :72 Scale |b low drag GP bomb 

Drawings 



2 inch rocket pod 
Natural aluminium 



End view of TER with 
three store items, one 
shown detached 



Key: (2) British AJI68 Martel missile — an inert dummy in black with 
white bands — on its pylon beneath the wings of a RN Buccaneer S2. 
The pylon is dark grey. Nose cap of missile is removed in flight to 
reveal TV camera mounted in missile. (J) A close view of a 1000 lb 
retarded bomb with its parachute opened. (4) Three 1000 lb retarded GP 
bombs on a TER on a Phantom FGR2. They are pale blue with black 
rear sections. 

The easiest source of miniature missiles, bombs and rockets is from 
the kits where alternative weapons are provided. After a while quite 
a large collection can be built up but it is sometimes advisable to 
replace overscale bomb fins with new ones cut from plastic card — 
using the originals as templates for size. If, as is likely, you cannot 
obtain enough weapons by this method of using spares from other 
kits, it is quite easy to make new bombs or missiles from dowel, or 
balsa, with plastic card fins. Some retarded bombs appear to have 
the forward edge of the fin slightly swept but most have straight 
leading fin edges. 

Rocket pods will certainly have to be scratch-built from wood or 
plastic sprue. It is best to represent the nose caps of the pods by care- 
fully painting or scribing the ‘slits* on to a shaped, smooth surface. 
Spare sprue of the correct diameter is to be found in most of the 
larger kits and a realistic aluminium finish can be obtained by using 
aluminium Bako foil or Metaiskin. 

The breakthrough in weapon carriage has been brought about by 
the use of Triple (TER) and Multiple (MER) ejector racks (6,000 lb). 
These racks arc fitted to strengthened pylons and enable large 

Continued on page 460 
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Part 6: Conclusion 


\WITH the adoption of the long L/48 7.5 cm gun in place of 
the short 7.5 cm low velocity gun on StuG III models, 
there remained a limited requirement for howitzer-armed vehicles 
for the close support role. A proportion of production vehicles 
(about one in ten) were therefore turned out with 10.5 cm 
howitzers, these being designated as follows. 

10.5 cm Sturmhaubit/c 42 (Sd Kfz 142/2): This vehicle was 
identical to StuG III Ausf F but mounted the 10.5 cm le FH 18 
(light field howitzer) adapted for use in the Sturmgeschuetz 
vehicles. Only a limited number were procured. They had a 
crew of 4 and weighed 23 tons. These were all built in 1942. 

10.5 cm Sturmhaubitze 42 (Sd Kfz 142 2): Based on the StuG 
III Ausf G, this was the production model for the assault 
howitzer vehicles. This model used the same chassis and super- 
structure as the latest StuG 40, the length of the gun tube 
being the only exterior difference. The howitzer, a 10.5 cm StuH 
42 L/28, when first issued was fitted with a muzzle brake in 
order to be able to use rounds with an increased charge, but 
on later models the fitting of the muzzle brake was discontinued. 
Some of these vehicles were equipped with the remote controlled 
machine gun, and many of them were fitted with armour 
skirting. The crew was 4 and the weight was 24 tons. Both 

10.5 cm (36) and machine gun (600) rounds were carried. Some 
versions were fitted with a modified version of the Saukopf. 

Munitionspanzer III (Muni Pz III): These were vehicles of the 
Sturmgeschuetz series with the main armament removed. They 
were adapted to carry ammunition in support of StuG III 
batteries. 



Late production 7.5 cm StuG 40 Ausf G with the distinctive 
Saukopf {Pig’ Head) cast mantlet^ as de.scribed last month. The 
Airfix StuG III model depicts this type (Imperial War Museum). 

442 


Development Vehicles 

There were relatively few test vehicles or prototypes based on 
the Pz III chassis, mainly because efforts had been switched to 
Pz IV development and production at an early stage of the war. 
Two important — but still-born— designs are given here. 

Fanzerkampfwagen VK 2001 (DB) (Type ZW/40): Oesigned 
as a replacement for the Panzerkampfwagen 111 series, two 
prototypes were built and tested during 1939-1940 by Daimler- 
Benz AG. They were fitted with interleaved road wheels and 
armed with the 3.7 cm gun. The first prototype had a 3-4 speed 
transmission, the second prototype a Daimler-Benz clutch and 
brake steering gear box. Engine was the Daimler-Benz MB 
803 12 cyl Diesel. They had a crew of 5, and the weight was 22 
tons. This design dropped when Russian Campaign began, 
owing to the need to concentrate production and development 
facilities on existing proven designs. ^ 

Panzerkampfwagen III/IV: This was an attempt to project a 
standard tank based on the components of both the Panzer III 
and the Panzer IV, using a new suspension of the Famo type, 
similar to that used on the half-tracked tractors. Prototypes of 
this vehicle were built and were armed with the 5 cm L/42 gun, 
though a more powerful weapon the Waffe 0725 was planned for 
this vehicle, and would be used with a hydraulic traverse turret. 
Armour thickness was 50 mm overall and combat weight was 

23.5 tons. Due to the development of more powerful Allied 
anti-tank weapons, an increase in armoured protection was 
considered necessary in new designs from 1942 onwards. The 
hybrid Pz III/IV was not capable of this and the project was 
therefore dropped. 



Above, upper: Fine top view of a 7.5 cm StuG 40 Ausf FfS^ a late 
production vehicle with added skirt armour and additional front 
armour. Note the machine gun shield folded flat on the roof. This 
vehicle is shown after capture by the Americans. Above: The 

10.5 cm StuH 52 which was identical to the StuG III Ausf F 
except for the armament (Col Icks photos). 

Armour Protection in the Panzer III 

To give extra protection against armour piercing shot, 
various methods were used. With the model H extra 30 mm 
armour plates were bolted on to the basic 30 mm upper and 
lower nose plates during production but this complicated 
manufacture. 
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Above, top to bottom: Major production model of the 10.5 cm 
StuH 42 H’a.v based on the StuG III Ausf G but with the howitzer 
armament. The Pz Kw IlljlV prototype was an at t tempt to pro- 
duce a standardised vehicle combining Pz III and IV parts. Note 
the Famo suspen.sion. Typical of the command tanks on the Pz 
Kw HI cha.ssis was the Pz Bef Wg III Ausf E (Col Icks photos). 
Right: The Pioneerpanzerwagen III was a turret less vehicle for 
carrying bridge components and other engineer equipment. 

For description^ see April issue. (Warpics). 

With the next model, the J, the basic armour of the front 
superstructure plate and gun mantlet was increased to 50 mm 
but this still flailed to give effective protection against the 
increasing size and power of armour piercing shot. The next 
method resorted to was the use of spaced or supplementary 
armour, which was a clever way of increasing the armour 


thickness without adding to the weight of the tank. With models 
J and L, 20 mm armour plates were fitted on brackets about 
4i inches to 6 inches in front of the front vertical superstructure 
plate and gun mantlet. The object of these supplementary plates 
was to take the first impact of the AP shot which would then 
shatter against the basic plate behind. 

New models of the PzKw III series from Ausf L onwards 
were fitted with this device during production at the factory, but 
other models, ie, from E to J were sometimes similarly modified 
at base workshops. In 1943 it became the standard German 
practice to secure thin 5 mm plates by means of brackets on to 
the side superstructure and 8 mm plates around the side and 
rear of the turret. These plates were of mild steel boiler plating 
and were lightly secured either by spot welding or by hooks on 
rails and were to protect the basic armour against hollow charge 
projectiles. They were called Schuerzen (skirts) by the Germans. 

Another German practice to increase protection was to drape 
the tank with spare lengths of track. One method of fixing these 
was by placing a steel bar across the nose front, welded at each 
end, with the track shoes lodged behind the steel bar and held 
in position by the ‘bridge* of the shoes. To prevent the attach- 
ment of magnetic mines to tanks, they were sometimes coated 
with a substance called Zimmerit. This was spread on like a 
paste after which it hardened. This practice was discontinued in 
late 1944. 

So ends the story of the Pz Kw III and its derivatives. As a 
tank, it was soon supplanted in service by the numerically more 
important Pz Kw IV but the Pz 111 family nonetheless played an 
important part in the story of the (German panzer forces, 
particularly as the basis of the assault gun in which the layout 
and form of this type of vehicle was first perfected and then 
copied in later designs. 



New Books — from page 439 


catching hitherto unpublished photographs of many types of Luft- 
waffe aircraft from the years 1933-45. You can enjoy the sight of the 
Bv 238 and its model predecessor, of Bv 222s, Me 323s, Junkers 
transports, He 177s and even a He 1 1 1 Z towing a couple of Gotha 
242s. In addition there are new pictures of less exotic types. Like all 
its predecessors this is a ‘must’ for anyone interested in aircraft of the 
1939-45 war. If you have not bought any of this series, and indeed 
the other Karl Ries books, then you should consider doing so before 
it is too late. They will surely become collectors items. 


Vimy Story 


VICKERS VIMY, by P. St. J. Turner. Published by Patrick Stephens 
Ltd, 9 Ely Place, London EC\. Price 305 {numbered collectors' 
edition 845). 


PUBLISHED mainly to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of 
‘ Alcock and Brown’s epic non-stop flight over the Atlantic, this 
fact-packed volume is, in fact, a monograph on the complete Vimy 
series of aircraft, telling the story chronologically from the aircraft’s 


June, 1969 


inception, taking in its service career and commercial derivatives, 
all the pioneering flights [including that of Alcock and Brown], and 
finishing with the story of the replica now being completed by the 
VAFA. There are more than 80 big pictures, some previously un- 
published and all very rare, appendices which include specifications 
and serial numbers, and eight pages of scale drawings (by A. M. 
Alderson) to 1:72 and 1:144 scales of special value to modellers 
wishing to convert the Frog Vimy kit. In short a very well written, 
comprehensive study of a very famous aircraft. 


LATEST release in the new Profile AFV series, No 3, deals with the 
Tanks Mk l-V of World War I fame. Written by Peter Chamberlain and 
Chris Ellis, it includes colour paintings of a Mk I at Flers-Courceiette, 
a captured Mk IV in German markings, and a Mk V at the Battle of 
Albert, 1918. There is the usual selection of rare pictures. Priced at 
5s, it is available by post from any of the hobby shops advertising in 
this magazine if unobtainable locally. 
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German tank 
crew uniform 

FIRST OF THREE ARTICLES 
BY MARTIN & DICK WINDROW 


Parti : Army Tank Crews, Europe & Russia 

T here arc many tank modellers who for some reason feel that to 
add crew figures to their creations is to cheapen them in some 
way. Personally, we feel that skilfully prepared crewmen add a great 
deal to the attraction of the smaller scale military vehicle model; 
and the growing interest in dioramas and scenic modelling has led 
to a demand for purpose-designed sets of figures of many types. 
Even those who display their models in splendid isolation on a 
shelf admit that figures give a useful indication of scale in any wide 
range of vehicle models. While they wail for purpose-designed 
figures, however, there is a good deal that modellers can do for 
themselves with patience, a sharp knife, and a good sable brush. 

In setting out to prepare German tank crew figures, the modeller 
must accept the limitations of scale. However expert the carving and 
painting, lines of piping are going to be too thick, and badges too 
large, for rigid accuracy; and the exact cut of uniforms is almost 
impossible to reproduce to scale. Nevertheless, attractive and 
realistic figures should be within the scope of most modellers. 

The dramatic uniform of the Panzer troops in the Second World 
War was subject to many minor variations indicative of rank and 
unit, and now that first-class decals of Army and Waffen-SS lank 
markings are becoming available, these uniform details can be 
reproduced to tie in with the subject model. 

The characteristic black uniform is illustrated (in line only, for 
clarity) in Fig c. The cross-over jacket and long loose trousers 
tucked into laced ankle-boots were the tank crewman's working 
dress, worn in the field by Panzer, Panzer-Reconnaissance and 
Panzer-Signals units. It was designed in the mid-1930's to combine 
comfort and practical convenience with a conscious element of 
military ‘sex-appeaP to emphasise the 6lite nature of the tank arm. 
In combat it was worn as shown here, or in combination with a 
variety of protective suits and coveralls. The black colour hid the 
inevitable oil stains; but wartime references mention that the black- 
suited tank men could be located on leave trains by their mechanical 
stink! 

The loose black beret covered a leather skull-protector; this 
combination headgear was worn in the Polish campaign of 1939 but 
had largely disappeared by the opening of the blitzkrieg in the West 
in May 1940. The badge worn on the beret comprised the standard 
Army-pattern eagle and swastika above an oak wreath containing 
the black/whitc/red national cockade. The eagle and wreath were 
either pressed in silver-grey alloy or woven in grey or white thread. 

The edge of the broad collar was piped in the waffenfarbe^ or 
branch of service identification colour, this piping extending into the 
lapel cut-out but not round the lower lapels. The waffenfarbe for 
all tank troops was a striking shade of pink, best described as deep 
rose with salmon undertones! The one exception was the 24th Pz 
Div, which wore golden yellow piping. Golden yellow was also the 
identification shade for Panzer- Reconnaissance units, including the 
armoured car companies of divisional reconnaissance battalions, 
while Panzer-Signals units wore lemon yellow. This collar piping 
was worn by all ranks, commissioned and non-commissioned. 

The famous death's-head collar patches, identical on both lapels, 
were also worn by all ranks of Army tank units. These were rec- 
tangles of black cloth, edged with the waffenfarbe^ bearing jawless 
skulls and crossbones in silver-grey metal. The shoulder straps were 
black, edged (underlaid) in the appropriate nxiffenfarbe. Non- 
commissioned ranks from Unteroffizier upwards were indicated by 
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distinctions in the form of wide silver braid edging and grey metal 
pips; the waffenfarbe always appeared round the extreme outside 
edge of these shoulder straps. Officers’ shoulder Straps were of the 
conventional German pattern, strips of silver braid underlaid with 
waffenfarbe^ with rank distinctions in the form of yellow metal pips. 
Before the war, and for parade dress during the early part of the war. 
the regimental number was carried on the shoulder straps; woven in 
waffenfarbe for ranks up to Unterfeldwebel, and pressed in grey and 
yellow metal for senior NCOs and officers respectively. 

Most buttons were concealed by the ‘fly-front’ of the jacket; those 
visible on the shoulders and the trouser pockets were grey metal. 
Junior NCOs wore chevrons in silver-grey thread on the upper left 
arm; Fig e illustrates an Obergefreiter. 

The beret was replaced in 1940 by the black side-cap, as worn by 
the Oberleutnant in Fig a. There were several patterns which varied 
in small details of cut. Non-commissioned and commissioned 
ranks wore the same cap, which was distinguished for officers by the 
silver-grey piping round the crown and in the front arch of the 
flap; there was no piping of any sort on the cap worn by non- 
commissioned personnel. The woven eagle and swastika was worn 
high on the front, above the national cockade, which was enclosed 
by an inverted chevron of the appropriate waffenfarbe : this badge 
was identical for all ranks. In 1943 the black field-cap (or ‘ski-cap’) 
began to appear in Panzer units and was worn increasingly by all 
ranks as the war progressed. The piping for officers was applied in 
the same way as on the side-cap, and the badge was identical, but 
the chevron of waffenfarbe was not worn. Fig b illustrates an 
Unteroffizier wearing this style of cap. 

Like all branches of the German Army, Panzer troops wore the 
woven eagle and swastika on the right breast: on the black uniform 
it was woven in white or silver-grey thread. 



AIRFIX magazine 


Suitable figures 

In subsequent articles we will cover specialised uniforms {Afrika 
Korps^ Waffen-SS^ SP gun crews, etc) but the following hints may 
be helpful for those who wish to press on with the basic Army 
tigures. 

For the pre-war period and the Polish campaign, two useful 
Airfix figures are available for conversion. These are the British jeep 
driver and the RAF Aircraftman; the former is provided in the 
Airfix Buffalo kit, and three of the latter in the Bloodhound missile 
kit. Both arc in positions which, after suitable amputation, look 
extremely realistic in any cupola; and the RAF figures can be used 
full-length in a variety of outside ‘working’ situations on lank models. 
Both these useful figures arc moulded in hard polystyrene and thus 
are easy to work without risking the maddening ‘furry’ edges which 
bedevil modellers who try to trim the soapier plastic of the figures 
from 00 scale sets. 

The jeep driver’s beret is small, but reasonably acceptable in this 
scale. Note, with both these figures, that the Panzer beret did not 
pull down on one side only like a conventional beret, but flopped 
irregularly on both sides and at the back. This feature should be 
built on with spots of Plasticine coated over with banana oil to 
harden it. The jeep driver’s breast pockets should be removed with 
knife or file, but the open battledrcss collar is moulded so large that 
it should not be altered. It serves excellently as the upper lapel of the 
Panzer jacket; lower lapels may be added with liny triangles of 
tissue-paper — not as hard as it sounds. A careful slicing with a 
sharp knife provides a good flat painting surface on the shoulders 
for shoulder strap detail. The shirt and tie are clearly moulded, and 
should be painted grey and black respectively — or obscured with 
another spot of Plasticine and painted as a scarf. Collar patches 
should be painted by applying a large blob of pink; shaping the 
outside and blanking out the inside with black; then adding a spot 
of silver-grey or white for the skull. Incidentally, don’t use gloss 
silver paint for these uniform details; it reflects too much, especially 
on a matt black background, and loses its clarity of outline. A really 
matt silver is best, but white or pale grey are both quite effective. 

The Aircraftman is not so well moulded, and details should be 
carefully sharpened up with a bit of cautious knife-work. Tunic 
details are best left indistinct; after a couple of good coats of matt 
black and the addition of lower lapels in tissue paper, the pink edge 
of the collar can safely be painted wider than the actual moulding. 

For tank crewmen with the later headwear, we suggest using the 
surrendering figure from the German World War 1 Infantry set. 
His arms may be removed and replaced in a variety of ‘pointing’ or 
‘waving on’ positions. If you wish to show the full-length figure, he 
can be effectively positioned beckoning on a vehicle in a narrow lane 
or rough terrain. The jacket has no breast pockets to worry about, 
but the collar is frankly unrealistic, it should be painted as tightly 
closed, with only the left lower lapel (tissue paper again) showing. 
Do not attempt to ‘open’ the lop of the collar; the moulded collar 
is at least flat, and the death’s head patches require as good a 
painting surface as you can gel. Trim the skirl of the jacket short, 
to a point about half-way between the moulded length and the bell. 
Slice or fill the existing front join of the jacket, and scribe a new one 
slightly on the right with a sharp knife. Slice off the lower pocket 
flaps. The baggy trousers may be reproduced by trimming the 
ankles thinner; adding small spots of Plasticine half-way up the 
boots; and smoothing them into the line of the trousers with a 
knife-point. When straining your eyes and your temper over these 
modifications, remember that matt black paint covers a multitude 
of sins! 

The peakless forage cap on this figure can be carved into a side- 
cap or field-cap without much difficulty; especially as Panzer side- 
caps were often worn pulled down rather square and light on the 
head. Carve away the edges of the crown at a sharp inward angle, 
leaving a good wide ridge down the middle and being careful not to 
reduce the overall height of the cap. Notch the ridge with a V-cui; 
and finally cut off the small central knob of the original crown which 
should remain in the front. This will provide a tiny but useful flat 
plane for badge painting purposes. The peaked field-cap is simpler; 
carve away the overhanging lip of the crown at a much more vertical 
angle, leaving a good oval crown. The rear of the cap should slope 
inwards slightly at the top; the front should be left with a good 
overhang, so don’t remove the front lip completely, just shave the 





Above: (c) ShouUler straps, left to right: {Top row) 
Leutnant, Oberleutnant, Major, Oberst. {Bottom) 
Private {\9‘h9), Unteroffizier, Feldwebel, Oberfeldwebel, 
Breast badge. Beret badge. Panzer collar patch. All 
shaded piping indicates ffanzer pink*, (d) Steps in 
carving 1914 German forage cap into {top row) Panzer 
side-cap, and {bottom) field-cap. (e) Obergefreiter of 
Army Panzer troops, September 1939. Black tunic, 
trousers and beret; grey shirt, black tie; shaded piping 
represents * panzer pink ; badges, chevrons in white or 
silver-grey thread. See text for details. 



front of it flat to make painting easier. The peak can be added out 
of paper. 

Ambitious modellers can add greater realism by making radio 
head-sets out of a short curve of fuse-wire and two good-sized blobs 
of glue on the ears, with a thin thread yoke disappearing down into 
the cupola; goggles, on the cap or round the neck, can be made out 
of paper. These are details which are best omitted, however, in 1 :76 
scale unless you are reasonably experienced with this sort of figure 
conversion work. Crudely added earphones could ruin an otherwise 
competently modified and painted figure. This, incidentally, illus- 
trates a golden rule for these OO size figures — it is belter to omit 
detail altogether than to attempt what you cannot competently 
achieve. In other words, if you can’t paint reasonably fine lines, don’t 
bother with the piping and badges, etc Their absence is much less 
noticeable than piping a scale 3 inches wide! 


In the Air — from page 437 

ger arrives at the airport through the half-mile long tunnel under 
No 1 runway. It has a two-level operation in which arrival and 
departure passengers are kept separate. After leaving the tunnel 
a road leads up to the first floor departures level of the building. 
Passengers enter the large roomy area by automatic doors and 
arc immediately faced by the check-in desks. Late arrivals can 
catch a flight up to ten minutes before departure and a special 
I ramp takes their baggage direct to the airport stafT working on 
I the aircraft. 

BEA’s Tridents, Comets and Vanguards go nose-in to the 
two fingers from the terminal building and passengers board the 
aircraft by way of a powered gangway. 

There is a general air of spaciousness about the terminal. The 
design which was started in 1964 was completed late last year 
after work started on the construction in 1966. Connected to the 
terminal is a large car park ideal for business men wishing to do 
a day trip to Scotland or somewhere in Europe for a day and 
return in the evening. Airline coaches use the road underneath 
the building to pick up and set down passengers. Separate 
entrances for domestic and international passengers are pro- 
vided. There are 12 aircraft stands on the international finger. 


June, 1969 
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IMPROVING AND 
DETAIUNG THE 
AIRHX FW 190 

By Bryan Philpott 

T he Focke-Wulf Fw 190 made its debut in aerial combat with 
JG 26 in July 1941, and immediately established superiority over 
the Spitfire V which, at that time was the standard equipment of 
RAF Fighter Command. This neat radial-engined fighter — which 
many consider to be the most successful Luftwaffe fighter — was to 
cause the Allies severe problems and it was nearly two years before 
British fighters with a comparative performance were able to meet it 
on equal terms. There is no doubt that the Fw 190 was a superb 
aircraft, and it is strange therefore, that there is no really accurate 
1 :72 scale version available to collectors of aircraft of this period. 
Several companies have issued kits of various marks of the Fw 190, 
but they all leave a lot to be desired in terms of outline shape and 
detail. 

One of the earlier Airhx kits depicts the Jumo engined long-nosed 
versions of this fighter known as the Fw 190D-13. With a few 
modifications and attention to detail, this can be converted into a 
reasonably accurate replica of the aircraft the original kit is meant to 
represent. 

Without a considerable amount of work however, it is not possible 
to convert the Airfix model to one of the earlier BMW powered 
short-nosed versions though Frog and Revell make models of these 
in any case. 

The modifications described here for the Airfix kit come within 
the scope of the beginner, therefore this makes an ideal model on 
which to practice something a little more advanced than straight 
forward kit assembly. 

Fig 1 shows the fuselage outline as it comes in the kit, and Fig 2 
depicts the outline as it should be. It will be seen that considerable 
modifications arc required to be carried out on this component. 

The first step is to cement the two fuselage halves together and 
allow them to dry thoroughly. Next, cut away the fin and rudder 
where shown on Fig 1. The rear fuselage must be reduced in thick- 
ness by filing and carving the plastic carefully away with a craft knife. 
This will mean rebuilding to the correct profile with sprue and body 
putty. The putty is filed and sanded smooth when fully set. Although 
most Fw 190D-13S had a bubble type canopy, some of the early 
versions used the flat type as provided, so if you do not want to 
mould a new hood, the kit part, reduced by J inch in length, can be 
used. The resulting gap behind the canopy and fuselage should be 
filled with body putty and shaped to the fuselage contours. The 
air-intake on the starboard side must be repositioned and this 
should be } inch from the nose (without the cowling fitted) to the 
front of the intake. At this stage it is wise to leave the whole assembly 
to dry thoroughly before sanding it to the correct shape. 

The kit exhausts are completely inaccurate and should be removed 
by cutting or sawing. They can be replaced by new units made from 
scrap plastic which should have the pipes grouped in a 2-3-1 sequence 
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from the front as shown in Fig 6. Make a new fin and rudder as 
shown in Fig 3, cut from thick plastic card and filed and sanded to 
aerofoil section, and cement this to the fuselage, fairing it into the 
fuselage with body putty. 

Before proceeding further, give all parts of the fuselage a thorough 
going over with ‘wet and dry* paper to eliminate blemishes particu- 
larly where body putty has been used. 

The aerial post on the fin can either be included when the fin/ 
rudder is made, or added from scrap later. 

The modifications to the wings are simple, requiring only the 
removal of the gun blisters, which arc not only in the wrong position, 
but also the wrong shape. Cut and file new blisters from plastic card 
and cement in position as shown in Fig 5. The kit tailplanc is 
inaccurate and should be replaced by a new one made from balsa or 
plastic card to the pattern given in Fig 4. Don’t forget to shape these 
to an aerofoil section! 

Surface detail in this early Airfix kit, is rather crude, it is best 
therefore, to sand it all off and rc-scorc panel and control surfaces, 
this will be necessary anyway with the new fin/rudder and tailplanc 
assembly. Also, of course, most of the surface detail on the fuselage 
will disappear in the re-shaping process. Finally add trim tabs to 
control surfaces where shown by using thin plastic card or cartridge 
paper. 

The spinner provided is incorrect in shape and should be replaced. 
You may have one in your scrapbox which will do with the necessary 
filing. Otherwise you could cut and sand one to shape from a ball 
pen top. The propeller blades need a little filing to get the more 
characteristic Fw 190 paddle-blade effect. Incidentally the spinners 
of the Revell Ju 88 are perfect for the Fw 190 model it you happen to 
have one spare. You can use it as a precise guide, at least. 



The undercarriage is accurate enough not to be out of place, 
although the tailwheel oleo should be slightly shortened. Add the 
radio aerial from the kit under the port wing and make an IFF 
aerial and whip aerial from heat-stretched sprue, fitting these where 
shown in Fig 2. If your model is to have its undercarriage down, the 
step, also in Fig 2, should be added from wire. 

A pitot head must be fitted to the starboard wing, and for this 
stretched sprue can again be used. 

The single bomb provided can be added beneath the fuselage but 
most Fw 190D-13S carried eight SC50 bombs, two under each wing 
and four in two sets of two beneath the fuselage. My own model was 
left ‘clean* simply from personal preference. The cockpit can be 
detailed by fitting a plastic card floor and seat together with a head- 
rest as shown in Fig 2. 

Useful reference for this model Fw 190D can be found in Harley- 
ford’s excellent publication The Focke-Wulf Fw 190, William 
Green's Famous Fighters Vol 1 and the IPMS Magazine for 
September 1968. 






Pitot tube on 
starboard wing only 




Fig. 6: new exhaust 

Left: Prototype picture shows a Fw 190 0-9^ preserved at the VSAF 
Museum^ very similar to the D-I3 version modelled. Note spinner and 
cowling detail. (Photo via Leslie Hunt). The model illustrated is 
finished as an early *flat canooied* Fw 1 90 D- 1 3 operating with JG 3 in 
March 1944. * Death's Heaa' was personal emblem of pilots an ex 
KG 54 man. Standard splinter camoufiage uses Humbrol Luftwaffe 
colours. 


b \l 

Fig. 4: template for new tailplane 



template for fin and rudder 
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Portable thockproof. For model making, printed 
circuits, precision engineering, car maintenance, 
optical work and every job where a tool with 
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39/6 p. & p. 2/6. Alto FREE David 4 Mini Plane, 
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A FTER the more complicalcd conversions of recent months, here 
are two fairly simple but interesting ones which even the veriest 
beginner should hnd no problem. 

Lack of a good Pz Kw IV chassis from any manufacturer in 1 :76 
scale precludes scores of conversions that would be possible. At 
present the best there is in this line is the Flakpanzer IV in the 
Japanese Midori range which offers a chassis the right size but rather 
poorly fashioned. It is possible to make a Panzer IV and variants 
using this kit as a basis, but because the suspension is a little com- 
pressed and distorted, the end result does not always look ‘right’. 
One conversion that is feasible and does not look too bad, probably 
because the real thing had a long low look, is the StuG IV, essentially 
a StuG III gun and superstructure on a Panzer IV chassis. This can 
be modelled most effectively by combining the major parts of the 
Airfix StuG III assault gun kit with the chassis from the Midori 
Flakpanzer IV (available from BMW Models, Wimbledon). In fact, 
I used the parts from a faulty StuG III kit which I had had by me for 
some time and was otherwise unusable, so nothing was wasted. But 
even if you have to buy the two eonstituent kits to make this model, 
the spare parts left over will always be useful. 

Start with the Flakpanzer IV and consign the quad AA gun to 
your spares box at once — where it can be used on the Sd Kfz 7/1 
conversion described in the September 1967 issue — and discard the 
motor if you do not intend to use it. In this latter case, however, the 
motor apertures in the chassis sides must be filled with pieces of 
plastic card cut to fit, in order to prevent daylight showing right 
through the chassis. Now take the main hull top, turn it upside down, 
and saw off the rear and front decking with an X-Acto razor saw, 
using the moulded steps under (not above) the decking as a cutting 
guide. Discard the centre section, and then trim the two remaining 
cut ends to give clean edges across the cuts. Meanwhile cement the 
chassis sides and hull bottom together, then cement the rear decking 
in its normal place on the hull rear. 

From the Airfix StuG III kit, take the hull top, keep it right way 
up, and saw off the front and rear decking immediately adjacent to 
the superstructure front and rear. Then discard these sawn off ends 
and place the remaining chunk of superstructure on the ex-Flak- 
panzer IV chassis hard up against the rear decking already in situ. 
You’ll see that the track covers of the Airfix part are just too wide to 
make a clean match and it is necessary to reduce them to fit. This is 
very simply done by sawing a sliver off each edge of the track covers, 
using the row of rivets on each as the cutting guide. This will give 
you a precise match and after checking that all is well in this respect, 
sand or file the edge smooth. In my model, the gun is fixed in eleva- 
tion so that I could keep the breech for other conversions. I cemented 

Below : The parts to be discarded^ namely the front and rear decking of 
the StuG III and the edges of the centre track covers, plus the super- 
structure of the Flakpanzer IV kit are shown here. StuG III hull top 
seen at rear. 




Top: Completed model of the StuG IV makes an attractive variation 
on the assault gun theme. Model is finished in sand with green mottle. 
Above: Same conversion before painting showing the forward exten- 
sion for the driver s compartment, the 6 mm section added in the front 
decking, and the optional spare wheel rack, all from plastic card. 
plastic card across the back and bottom of the gun aperture and then 
glued the mantlet and gun barrel direct to this. You could, however, 
use the breech and trunnion assembly as in the kit instructions. Now 
go on to cement the ex-StuG 111 superstructure up against the exist- 
ing rear decking, making sure that it remains lined up and straight 
while the cement sets. This is best done by looking along the edge of 
the track covers and making sure a kink doesn’t appear at the 
cemented join. 

Next the front deck section is cemented to the hull front in its 
usual place so that you are then left with a gap 6 mm wide between 
the ex-StuG III superstructure and the existing front deck. This is 
filled with a 6 mm wide strip of 40 thou plastic card, carefully cut and 
trimmed to match the edges of the gap. The track covers arc filled by 
two further 6 mm wide strips, cemented once again to match the edges. 

In the StuG IV, the driver was placed in his usual position, so that 
when the StuG III superstructure was added (a real-life conversion, 
in fact) it was necessary to build a forward extension to cover the 
driver. In model form use 20 thou plastic card and cut three 7 mm x 
5 mm rectangles, cementing these forward of the existing StuG III 
driving position as shown in the pictures. Add a roof from 8 mm x 7 
mm rectangle, the longer measurement being needed to meet the 
slope of the original superstructure. A 5 mm square hatch of plastic 
card goes centrally on the driver’s roof. From the StuG III super- 
structure front, carefully trim the vision port and add this on the 
front of the new driving position. 

All that remains is the detailing. Hatches, etc, come from ihe kit, 
and I disguised the ugly clip on the hull front by cementing the 
spare track shoes over it. The fuel tank from the Flakpanzer kit goes 
in its usual place at the rear, and I added a tow hook and spring on 
the rear securing clip, again to disguise it. Final additions — which arc 
optional — were a headlamp on the hull front and a couple of spare 
wheels in a bracket (from Microstrip) on the superstructure side. 

All in all this makes a good looking and unusual conversion, an 
interesting contrast to the StuG 111. These vehicles were produced in 
1944-45 using StuG III superstructures in order to utilise some 
Panzer IV chassis which had become available. StuG IVs supple- 
mented the StuG Ills and some units had a mixed complement of 
both types of vehicle. 

The second conversion is ’even easier, this time providing a Sher- 
man with T76 rocket launcher of which a few were produced in 1944 

Continued on page 467 



Above: Full-size drawings for T76 parts. (/) New mantlet plate, (2) new 
barrel on stub of 75 mm gun mount, (3) mounting plate on barrel, and 
(4) deflector shield for turret side aperture. Bend end at dotted line. 
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Modelling 
Danish ‘Cats’ 

SPECIAL REQUEST FEATURE 
RY ALAN W. HALL 

CINCE writing two or three paragraphs last year about my visit to 
the Royal Danish Air Force, there have been many requests for 
additional information about these aircraft, the sole remaining 
Catalinas in air force service in Europe. 

Denmark took delivery of eight surplus US Navy Catalinas in 
1947. At that time they were intended for use in an aerial survey of 
Greenland which was started before the war, but so useful did they 
become that eight PBY-6As followed in 1957 and since then have 
given yeoman service in Greenland on air-sea- rescue duties, trans- 
port duties and communications. 

Of the original 16 aircraft delivered only a few remain and these 
are mostly from the latter batch. Two PBY-5As arc still in service, 
used for training purposes at the Vaerlose transport base of the 
RDanAF though these were due to be retired this year. No 721 
Squadron operates the Catalinas and has eight C-47 Dakotas and 
five C-54 Skymasters apart from the Cats. 

The Catalinas still flying arc scrialed L-861, ’863, ’866 and '868 of 
the PBY-6A batch and L-853 and 857 of the PBY-5As. Of the other 
PBY-6AS, 862 and 864 were destroyed in a hangar fire and 865 
crashed on a mountain. In March 1964, 867 was forced down 
through engine failure and although it landed in the sea it became 
trapped in the ice and was lost. All of the aircraft still in service have 
been re-skinned more than once. There are also many minor modifi- 




Top: The ill-fated L-865 which crashed into a mountain side several 
years ago. Note that the paint scheme differed from the present scheme 
by having no outline to the dayglo areas and no unit badge. Original 
pattern r ado me was also carried. Above: L-868 at Vaerlose. 

cations which make them non-standard. For example the Danes have 
standardised on radar equipment and now the Cats have the same 
as the C-54s in the transport squadron. Engines became difficult to 
obtain as far as spares were concerned and the squadron’s engineers 
utilised Dakota power plants which give the same horse power and 
as far as the modeller is concerned make slight modifications to the 
shape necessary, mainly by the additional air intake on top of the 
cowling. The turrets were removed from the nose of the aircraft long 
ago and a hatch replaces the original so that a crew member can 
work from there during mooring operations. The tear-drop canopies 
aft of the wing have remained as it is through these that all freight 
and passengers have access to the interior 

Converting the Airfix Catalina should present few difficulties to 
the fairly experienced modeller. Principal external differences include 
a revised fin and rudder, new nose, and radar scanner behind the 
cockpit. There are a number of small additions that need to be made 
and these include the re-shaping of the tailplane, intakes on the 
engines, radio aerials and a beacon position. Fuel dumping pipes arc 
also needed under the wings. 

Most of the Catalinas fly with the wing tip floats retracted. These 
are only used on water landings and are not extended for landings at 
airfields. The squadron badge will have to be hand painted. 


Above: Three more useful detail views of L-868. Fuel dumping pipe 
under wing is clearly shown. This machine has a grey, rather than 
black, front to radome. Wheel hubs are silver. 


Colour Notes: For ‘light ^rcy* (beige) use Humbrol ‘Granite* 
lightened with yellow, and with a touch of black. The ‘Orange’ (sec 
key) is actually a dull crimson. 
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For enlargement of badge, 
see Detail *D' 


Chrome 
yellow tip 


Grey on 

some 

aircraft 


(Above: Alternative position for fuselage roundel) 


DETAILX' 


White figures 


This aerial on PBY-5A only 


DETAIL 


Note: Nose window 
rectangular on some 
machines 


DETAIL 'A' 


Cable 


Left: Enlargements of 
maintenance and operating 
symbols, all indicated by 
corresponding numbers on 
drawings 


NACA 21 


Collision beacon 
on port side only 


Original radome shape, 
PBY-5A and PBY-6A 


Drawings by 
P. Akselstad Petersen 
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Gold, with red inside 


Gold with red 
inside 


Silver 


Squadron 
Badges: see 
also page y* 
451 and 
449 


Black and silver 


Silver 


Sky blue 

Black and 
silver 

Gold 


Gold and black 


Official badge 
of 721 Sqn 


Plan view: 

1 :144 scale 


Numbers refer to 
symbols shown 
enlarged on page 450 


Bclo\^ : Completed model. 
Extended fin; rudder is from 
balsa, added after removing 
existing fin above tailplane. 


Above: The nose modified 
with balsa plug and 
radome. Aerials are from 
sprue and fuse wire. 

Icings were fitted after 
painting. 


Yellow 

grip 


R: Red 
G: Chrome 
Yellow 


Underside of 
wing light grey, 
same as hull 


Roundels same 
size and location 
on undersides 


Serials 


PBY-5A 

L-853 

L-857 


detail*b" 


L-868 



Above, left: Nacelles are standard but have additional air intakes on 
top. These are made from balsa. Black wing walks came from semi- 
matt black transfer strip. Note the anti-collision beacon built up from 
balsa. Above, right: The canopies on the rear of the fuselage are stan- 
dard and can be used direct from the kit. No guns or mountings were 
fitted. Note that the access ladder is in position. 

Top, right: This picture shows the preliminary' work needed before the 
fuselage can be joined together. Note the lead! Plasticine weights added 
to the nose and the areas of the fuselage painted black. Right: The 
Catalina fuselage is difficult to stick together. Plenty of polystyrene 
cement is needed and the two halves should he held together with Sello- 
tape^ elastic hands, or pegs to ensure that they Join properly. Note that 
the wing is al.so being assembled whilst the fuselage is drying out. 

Wheels and engines are also painted at this time. 
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Above: Factory finish of a late production DH 4 (top) and a DH 9, 
showing areas of battleship grey {forward and rear fuselage), 
chocolate brown {mid-fu.selage and wings) and dear doped fabric 
( wheel discs). 

understanding that if five coats of doping were necessary to 
achieve the necessary tautness of the fabric, only the last coat 
would be in PC 10. As it was, many units were using the PCIO for 
all coatings and so exhausting stocks. In fact, on January 25 1917 
the Naval Stores Officer at Sheerness, responsible for provision- 
ing RNAS units in South East England, reported a nil stock of 
PCIO and could issue only clear dopes. Such a situation is an 
early example of many to come in bombing colours — the dis- 
parity between what was laid down for the colour and markings, 
and what was actually applied. 

The first squadron to equip with the DH 4 was No 55, with 
which Captain W. E. Johns, subsequently author of the famous 
‘Biggies' stories, gained much of his first hand experience. The 
squadron was based in France behind the British Front from 
March to October 1917, then it moved to Ochey, near Nancy, to 
oin No 41 Wing, the fore-runner of the Independent Air Force. 
While there an American officer, sent by the Air Service, 
American Expeditionary Force, to report on the ‘Preservation 
of Airplanes’, visited No 55 Squadron and its Wing Depot, No 6 
Air Park, to report on the finish of the aircraft and their weather- 
ing. This was in connection with the DH 4s the Americans were 
themselves producing. 

There has been much controversy on the precise shade of the 
colouring of dopes on 1914-1918 aircraft, and opinions have 
been expressed in several books while artists have translated 
these opinions in colour. Some have said that the khaki-green 
was a fallacy and all were khaki-brown. It is pointless to ask the 
survivors of that war, for the mind is not retentive of shades. 
Here, no further opinions are given, but relevant extracts 
from the report of the American officer concerned at the time, 
promulgated by the Chief of Air Service, American Expedi- 
tionary Force on May 25, 1918, are interesting. 

‘The experience of the British at Dunkerque, Ochey, No 6 
Air Park and No 55 Squadron has been valuable and indicates 
that the following coatings gave satisfactory results: 

(i) To the linen fabric apply 6 coats of ‘Raftight'. This is a 
colourless dope. Next apply 2 finishing coats of ‘PCIO'; 
this is an olive green dope, sometimes called ‘Khaki Paint'. 

(ii) To the linen fabric apply 3 coats of Cellon, a trans- 
parent dope. Next 2 finishing coats of PCIO Emaillite, an 
olive green dope. 

The second method is preferred by the Air Park men as it 
adds less to the weight of the plane and gives a satisfactory 
surface. The first method is said to be used because of a 
shortage of Cellon'. 

Continued on next page 
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Part 3: The De Havilland bombers 

T he DH 4 was the first aircraft, designed specifically as a day 
bomber, to be put into large scale production. It was 
followed by the DH 9 which, although committed to large- 
scale production, was no great improvement on the DH 4 until 
re-engined as the DH 9A. Finally, there was the DH 10 twin- 
engined day bomber that arrived too late to see operations. The 
activities of the DH 4 and DH 9 were largely restricted to war- 
time, and those of the DH 9A and DH 10 to the post-war 
period; this part is confined to the DH 4 and DH 9. 

General finish 

With the DH 4 it was a case of its construction conditioning 
its basic colouring. Most aircraft up to this time were wooden 
structures, fabric covered; but the DH 4 had the forward 
fuselage covered in ply. As a result, the prototype and early 
production models, in 1916 before camouflage was universal in 
the Services, had clear doped fabric on wings and rear fuselage, 
with polished ply forward. On the camouflaged finishes of bulk 
production machines, the PC10/PC12 finishes in khaki green 
and chocolate brown were usual for main and tailplane upper- 
surfaces, and rear fuselage, with the plywood forward surfaces 
covered in paints to specifications X 16 and X2, a grey undercoat 
and battleship grey finishing coat respectively. 

Although camouflage was general by the time DH 4 produc- 
tion was underway, a number of early DH 4s were turned out in 
clear finish for sheer lack of the necessary pigmented dopes. 
Adequate supplies had been provisioned but on the scale of 20% 
PCIO to the clear dopes Cellon NP2 or Emaillite II A, on the 

Below : Service use. A Westland-built DH 4 (bottom) marked B2 
in No 5 Wing, RNAS, and a DH 9 in No 21 1 ^uadron, RAF, 
with the individual letter ‘/I' made into an individual name 
(J. M. Bruce/G. S. Leslie Collection and Bryan Philpott). 


Bombing Colours — continued 

It is explained that ‘Raftight’ was the name for ‘RAF tight- 
ener’ (ie, dope — the initials standing for Royal Aircraft Factory). 
Cellon and Emaillite were proprietary dopes to official specifi- 
cations. 

Of RNAS squadrons using the DH 4, the report had this to 
say: 

‘The opinion of those using faster planes, such as the DH 4 
was that an additional coat or two of varnish over the PC 10, 
gives the fabric a smoother surface, tending to cut down skin 
friction. Therefore, for the fast land machines at least it can 
be said that the use of varnish certainly has its advantages in 
giving added protection against weather and a smoother, 
better surface. The only disadvantages are that it adds slightly 
to the weight and cost and makes the planes show up a little 
more prominently when turning in the sunlight, due to 
reflected light from the highly finished surfaces'. 

Thus camouflage was sacrificed for speed, a vital factor in day 
bomber squadrons, which at times had to fight their way both to 
and from their targets. In effect, their khaki-green surfaces had 
a sheen. 



Above: DH 4 A7459 with a RAF3A engine at Bacton in September 
1917 with a special fawn and blue camouflage applied in connec- 
tion with a project for a daylight bombing raid on Kiel (J. M. 
Bruce/G. S. Leslie Collection). 
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Above: DH 4 of No 18 Squadron^ RFCy 1917, (top drawing) and a 
DH 9 of No 211 Squadron, 1918. Struts on top drawing marked 
in black had varnished wood finish. 




Above: Early production DH 4s surviving in 1918 often found 
their way into training units with .some transition in markings. 
A7783 shown here has the typical .serial presentation of the Air- 
craft Manufacturing Company, but is without a fuselage roundel. 
As an instructor's aircraft in No 44 Training Squadron, it bears 
the names of two instructors (as shown enlarged), but evidently it 
had been flown by a pupil on February 3, 1918 when this photo was 
taken (via J. T. C. Long). 




Above: Manufacturers' stylings in factory finish: (A 74 73) Aircraft 
Manufacturing Company, Hendon {DH 4), {D1671) Mann 
Eger ton Ltd, Norwich {DH 9), {F5706) Palladium Autocars Ltd, 
Putney {DH 4), and {B7591) Westland Aircraft Works, Yeovil 
{DH 9). 

The painting of the DH 9 followed much on the lines of the 
DH 4, except that in many cases the plywood was painted in 
khaki-green or chocolate brown to match the fabric doping. 

Unit markings 

As day bombers, DH 4s and DH 9s serving on the Western 
Front came into the general scheme of squadron markings, of 
simple geometrical symbols as follows: 


Sqn 

Aircraft 

Marking aft of roundel 

18 

DH 4 

18 in white square 

25 

DH 4 

White crescent 

27 

DH 4 

White vertical bar 

49 

DH 4 

White dumbell 

57 

DH 4 

White circle 

98 

DH 9 

White zig-zag 

103 

DH 9 

White slanting bars 


On March 21, 1918 the Germans launched their last great 
offensive, causing disruption on the Western Front, followed by 
a planned reshuffle of units to reinforce threatened areas. 
Among the many counter-measures taken was a decree by the 
Royal Flying Corps for the obliteration of all squadron mark- 
ings on Corps Reconnaissance and Day Bombing aircraft. Thus 
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Above: Pilots and observers in DH 4, DH 9 and DH 9 A squadrons 
did not appear to have the objections of flg liter pilots to having the 
target-like roundel marked by their cockpits. This photograph was 
actually taken at midnight — in North Russia, 1919. 


Gunner O'Brien shot down an Albatros Scout on May 3, 1918. 
D5611, DH 9, first flew April 12, 1918 and was delivered to No 
119 Squadron at Duxford. F5727, DH 4 served, in No 57 
Squadron November 1918. 

(The DH 9 A will be the subject of a later part.) 


Above: As a .sidelight on the question of national markings {Part I 
of this series) we have had this interesting picture from reader 
Sandy Nichol of Aberdeen. The Bleriot Monoplane is the machine 
used by Lt Tryggve Gran in his flight from Cruden Bay, Aberdeen- 
shire, to Norway. Starting out at 0800 hrs on July 30,1914 he k'oj 
forced back by fog and .set out again at 1308 hrs. After flying for 4 
hours ten minutes over the North Sea, he put down on the Nor- 
wegian coast, .some 20 miles .south of Stavanger, a distance of 320 
miles. Later that day he flew to Oslo via Bergen to deliver a 
London new.spaper to King Haakon. 

Grants epic flight was rather eclip.sed by the trend of events; 
three days later Britain declared war on Germany. As Norway was 
then in need of aircraft to protect her neutrality, the Bleriot was 
bought by the Government and Gran flew it on anti-submarine 
patrols along parts of the Norwegian coast. 

This picture is of great interest as it shows an indication of a 
national marking on an aircraft in Britain, before the British 
Services had adopted such markings. This is probably due to 
Gran's experience, for although originally a pupil of the Hall 
Flying School at Hendon, he also went to the Bleriot School at 
Buc, France, and the French had already adapted the roundel as a 
method of presenting their tricolour. Gran evidently made the 
Norwegian flag into a roundel form on the Bleriot shown, but this 
was not adopted officially by the Norwegian forces. 


the markings tabled were not applicable after March 22, 1918. 
The object of this measure was to deny German intelligence an 
estimate of the reshuffle of forces from examples shot down. 
(On fighters, squadron markings were retained but changed to 
confuse enemy intelligence.) Individual letters or figures and 
flight markings continued to be marked as before. That is on the 
fuselage side, on the nose or aft of the roundel, and often 
repeated in white on the top wing and in black on the bottom 
wing. In No 55 Squadron an unusual embellishment for the 
period was the painting of wheel discs red, white and blue for the 
respective ‘A’, ‘B' and ‘C' Flights. 

Serial markings 

The DH 4 and DH 9 were both widely subcontracted and the 
various constructors each had their own techniques in finishing 
the aircraft and these became manifest in two ways. Firstly by 
the manufacturers’ own trade marking and secondly by the 
method they employed in marking the aircraft's official serial 
number. However, local instructions by the RFC on the 
Western Front decreed from February 1, 1918 that manufac- 
turers’ names should not be marked. DH 4 and DH 9 serial 
numbers spanned the first world war range from ‘A’ to ‘H* pre- 
fixes. Examples of individual aircraft include: A8()()0, DH 4 of 
No 18 Sqn crashed in forced landing after an air combat May 25, 
1918 — the crew were uninjured. B7591, DH 9 of No 6 (Naval) 
Squadron which shook ofl* an attack by 6 Albatros Scouts during 
a raid on St Pierre Capelle railway sidings on March 9, 1918, 
when flown by Fit Cdr Le Mesurier, DSC, with Petty Officer 
A. G. L. Ryan manning the Lewis gun. B7749 was built up from 
salvage at No 1 (Southern) Aircraft Repair Depot, Farn- 
borough. A7781, DH 4, of No 55 Squadron shot down an 
Albatros Scout out of control over Cologne on May 18, 1918. 
B7596 a DH 9 of No 206 Sqn flown by Lt L. R. Warren and Air 


Above: Post-war finish: a DH 4 A {.converted Palladium Autocars 
DH 4 airframe) used for communications work with a passenger 
cabin added, and a DH 9 with a Napier Lion engine {an installation 
applicable toJ6957-6962), both aircraft in aluminium finish overall 
(Real Photographs). 
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Left : The narrow 
flange locomotive 
made from Air fix 
"Png' parts and plas- 
tic card on the Play- 
craft chassis makes 
an inexpensive model 
Below : The same 
mode! after painting, 
awaiting its name- 
plate. 


Simple loco for 
narrow gauge 


T he narrow gauge 0-4-0 saddle tank 
locomotive I am describing this 
month is largely inspired by the Fes- 
tiniog Railway Welsh Pony but it must 
be clearly understood at the outset that I 
am not claiming it to be an actual 
replica. The main reason for departure 
from the prototype is because I have 
tailored the model to fit proprietary 
parts; the Playcraft Decauville locomo- 
tive and the Airfix ‘Pug’. The ‘Pug’ has 
already been used as the basis of a 
narrow gauge conversion — in the last 
issue — but this conversion offers a very 
different appearance for further variety. 
The main parts used are the cab, saddle 
tank, dome, tank filler, firebox and 
smokebox door. The Playcraft Decau- 
ville supplied the chassis and chimney. 
A Playcraft tip wagon provided the 
chassis for the tender. Remaining in- 
gredients consisted of small pieces of 10, 
20, 30 and 40 thou plastic card. 

The locomotive body has been 
designed to be interchangeable with the 
Playcraft Decauville. The method where- 
by the Playcraft body is fitted to the 
chassis should be studied since the exact 
same method is employed for the new 
model. The chimney screws in place to 
hold the front end whilst at the other 
end the cab is held in place by two 
hooked projections or lugs on the 
chassis floor which engage in slots in the 
lower cab front. 

Construction began with the cab 
which overall measures 24 mm wide and 
14.5 mm long. The Airfix ‘Pug’ provides 
the material for the front, back and two 
sides. Two pieces of 20 thou plastic card 
were cut and cemented together for the 
cab floor. One piece 24 mmx 14.5 mm 
and the other slightly smaller at 22 mm 
X 13.5 mm to allow a 1 mm wide margin 
or ledge along the two sides and rear. 
Notches were cut along the front edge to 
enable it to fit under and around the 
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lugs on the chassis. The Airfix cab sides 
were cut and reduced in length to 14.5 
mm and the steps and handrails were 
removed. Strips of equal width were cut 
from both side edges of the cab rear to 
reduce the width to 22 mm. 

The buffer beam was also removed 
and an opening 20 mm x 6 mm was cut 
in the centre of the cab rear. The firebox 
backplate was cut off from the firebox 
and put to one side for use later on. The 
firebox itself was also removed and kept 
to one side as this sees service later on as 
part of the smokebox! The cab front 
should also be reduced in width to 22 
mm and the space where the firebox 
once was should be opened out into a 
rectangle 13 mm high from the base and 
15 mm wide to allow clearance for the 
motor. The motor only projects into the 
cab as far as the thickness of the cab 
front so the opening in the cab can be 
concealed by a piece of 10 thou plastic 
card cemented on the inside. The firebox 
backplate can now be cemented in place 
and the regulator handle also. 

Two notches need to be cut in the base 
of the cab front to clear the chassis fixing 
lugs. Now the two sides, front and back 
of the cab can be cemented to each other 
and to the floor, the two sides and the 
rear being cemented on the 1 mm wide 
ledges provided. Check that the cab 
hooks properly on to the fixing lugs on 
the chassis and that it fits fairly and 
squarely into place. Put it aside and 
leave the cement to dry out thoroughly 
overnight. 



BY IMORMAN 
SIMMONS 


The Airfix ‘Pug’ boiler halves (parts 8 
and 8A) are used but precious little 
remains of them after they have been 
cut up and very little can be seen of them 
after the model is finished. First remove 
the boiler mountings; chimney, dome 
and tank filler. Keep the dome and tank 
filler safely to one side as these will be 
used again. It is as well to cement their 
two halves together at this stage so that 
the cement will be dry by the time they 
are to be used. Also from the boiler 
halves remove the handrails and the 
lower parts of the boiler below the 
saddle tanks. File the centre panel of the 
saddle tank down to the same level as 
the outer two panels and reduce the 
length of the tank to exactly 30 mm. 
With a 5 mm wide spacing piece of 40 
thou plastic card between them, cement 
the two halves of the tanks together. 

With the cab in place on the chassis 
make sure the saddle tank fits over the 
motor and butts up against the front of 
the cab. It may well be that the TV 
suppressor and connecting wiring will 
need a little squeezing up to allow suffi- 
cient clearance. If all is well, cement the 
saddle tank to the cab front. Cement a 
piece of 20 thou plastic card to form the 
front for the tank. I cemented a sheet of 
10 thou plastic card around the tank to 
hide ail the joins and the holes w here the 
boiler mountings had been removed. I 
wanted to emboss some rivets on this 
sheet but the little wrist-watch gear 
wheel which 1 use for rivet embossing 
was mislaid when I was making this 
model and 1 could not afford the time to 
look for it. 

The smokebox, as 1 said earlier, is 
made from a section of the firebox 
removed from inside the Airfix ‘Pug’ cab 
front. A section 4 mm long is sufficient 
for the purpose. Fit the cab and saddle 
tank into place on the chassis and 
cement the smokebox to the front of the 
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tank so that the base of the smokebox 
rests on the chassis. After the cement is 
thoroughly dry, the part of the tank 
front inside the smokebox can be 
removed. You should now find that the 
body can be slotted and dropped into 
place on the chassis without any difli- 
culty. 

When you are satisfied everything is 
properly lined up, a hole in the top of the 
smokebox can be drilled to take the 
chimney. The chimney is perhaps the 
weakest looking part of the model since 
it looks so unlike the Welsh Pony. 
Ideally the remedy would be to have 
another chimney specially turned but 1 
think it might be possible to modify the 
Playcraft chimney by building up a new 
shape either with plastic card wrapped 
around it or possibly with plastic putty 
or some other modelling medium. 1 
haven’t tried this yet but I think 1 will 
have to as the Playcraft chimney really 
offends the eye. 

I finished off the smokebox by fronting 
it with a piece of 10 thou plastic card 
and wrapping a strip of 20 thou card 
around the top and sides. A rectangular 
piece of 40 thou card approximately 4 x 
5 mm was cemented on the top to form 
a base for the chimney. A similar square 
base can be found on the Festiniog 
chimneys but on my model it also has a 
ultilitarian purpose since it acts as a 
spacing piece of just the right height for 
the chimney fixing screw. The smokebox 
door came from the ‘Pug’ kit. The plat- 
form at the base of the smokebox and 
the framing under the cab and below the 
tank sides were made from pieces of 20 
thou plastic card which when thoroughly 
dry gave the model useful added strength 
and support. Handrails using Bonds 
handrail knobs, a 20 thou plastic card 
roof and a base for the nameplates either 
side of the tanks completed the model. 
Most of the nameplate firms do a range 
of free-lance nameplates out of which 
you could find something suitable for 
this model. 

Whilst the tender body was made to 
look something like the Festiniog Wehh 
Pony tender it must be admitted that the 
chassis looks nothing like it. It is just 



Above: Three pictures show the mode! 
ready for painting, a good look at the 
mode of construction, and a dose up of 
the tender showing body fixing. 

possible that with greater surgery the 
Playcraft tip-wagon chassis could be 
made to look more like the real thing 
but one of the difficulties 1 have en- 
countered is that the plastic used by 
Playcraft — or more correctly Jouef — 
will not accept polystyrene cement. The 
tender body was made from 40 thou 
plastic card, the 1 1 mm high sides and 
back being cemented around a 27 mm x 
19 mm base. The lips or flaired edges to 
the top edges of the back and sides were 
made from strips of 40 thou plastic card 
approximately 2 mm wide cemented flat 
on to the top edges of the sides and end 
and afterwards carved and filed to shape. 

Below : Close view of the modified foot- 
plate and the tender coupling. 


A piece of 20 thou plastic card 28.5 mm 
x22.5 mm which is just wider and 
longer than the overall size of the body 
was cemented to the base of the body so 
that a slight projection about 0.5 mm 
appeared round the back and sides. 

The first step in modifying the tip 
wagon is to take off the tip body and cut 
off the vertical supports. Cross members 
made of two thicknesses of 40 thou 
plastic card approximately 16.5 mmx 
5 mm were fitted at each end of the 
chassis. Because they cannot be cemented 
to the chassis 1 built up strips of plastic 
card around the Playcraft chassis cross 
members, thereby locking the new 
plastic card cross members in place. The 
rear cross member was arranged to hook 
into projections cemented to the under- 
side of the body, an idea something 
similar to the method used for fixing the 
rear part of the locomotive body to the 
chassis. 

A single lOBA countersunk brass bolt 
and nut holds the forward part of the 
body to the forward chassis cross mem- 
ber and also serves as a pivot for the 
coupling bar. The coupling bar was 
made from 30 thou plastic card and 
measures 16 mmx 2.5 mm with the 
holes for fixing at either end spaced 13 
mm apart centre to centre. The hole 
should be just large enough for a sw ivel 
fit on the lOBA bolt at the tender end 
and for coupling to the locomotive just 
large enough to hook on to the pin 
moulded on the Playcraft locomotive 
chassis which normally holds the rear 
coupling hook. It is necessary to file 
away the sides of the opening for the 
rear coupling on the Playcraft chassis to 
allow the coupling bar to swivel sufli- 
ciently around sharp radius curves. On 
the track the locomotive and tender stay 
permanently coupled together but they 
can be disengaged easily when lifted. 

It is not of course essential to make 
the chassis and body of the tender 
separate and removable items as 1 have 
done. My purpose in so doing is because 
1 hope at some time to experiment with 
additional pickups on the tender wheels, 
thereby helping to overcome the prob- 
lem of the locomotive stalling on point- 
work. At the moment 1 am planning to 
make the pickups out of phospher 
bronze strip soldered to printed circuit 
material which will be glued to the 
underside of the body. Flexible leads 
will be needed to pass the current 
through to the locomotive. 

If it is of any encouragement to w ould- 
be modellers I would just like to add 
that 1 found constructing this model one 
of the most enjoyable pieces of plastic 
modelling I have done for a long time. 
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ROMAN FRIENDSI 
AND FOES 


BY BOB O BRIEN 





Part 9: Miscellany 


A S this is the last article in the 
current series. I have departed 
from the policy of trying to deal with 
specific races or types, and will end up 
with a mixture of as many conversions 
as we can cram in. For this reason, 
descriptions will be rather shorter than 
usual, but methods of conversion and 
fixing will be the same as set out in 
previous articles. All types described 
can be seen in the pictures. 

Roman Cavalryman 

This represents the normal type of 
cavalryman equipped with javelin(s). 
short stabbing spear, sword and shield. 
I'his was the typical cavalryman of 
ancient armies before stirrups came 
into general use, and the combination 
of weapons carried is generally 
regarded as being the best for all 
round use. although these types would 
be reinforced as time went on by the 
more specialised lancers and horse 
archers. The model is from the top of 
a Roman infantryman on the lower 
half of a US Cavalryman, with the 
shield cut off at the corners, making 
a hexagonal shape. The tunic is carried 
on to the thighs with Plasticine, and a 
Plasticine cloak is added. A pin with 
flattened point, about 20 mm long, is 
used as a javelin. Tunic is painted as 
leather, and breeches are painted on. 
extending to below the knee. 

Light Horse Archer 

This has tunic, trousers, high 
pointed cap and soft boots. It is made 
from the Robin Hood archer top on 
a US Artillery rider bottom. The tunic 
is continued to the thighs with Plasti- 
cine, and headgear is from the same 
material. It is mounted on a Red 
Indian horse, shows no saddle but 
simply a blanket as in my model. 
There is a combined bow case and 
quiver slung on left-hand side. The 
longbow must be cut to about 16 mm 
long to represent the shorter composite 
bow carried by these riders. Colouring 
can be almost anything desired; 
material could be skins, furs, leather. 


canvas — boots will have to be painted 
on with about three layers of paint to 
get right effect — this is in fact easier 
than trying to build them up from 
Plasticine or modelling paste. 

Goths 

Two types are shown; one is the 
Sheriff of Nottingham himself with 
the addition of a ’coffin* shaped shield 
and a 9 ft heavy spear. This should be 
about 35 mm long. The saddle should 
be cut down front and rear but should 
still retain its shape. These riders used 
stirrups and a proper saddle, and with 
the Sarmations can be regarded as the 
ancestors of the heavy cavalry of the 
Middle Ages. The other Goth is made 
from the advancing Sheriff foot knight 
on the lower half of a US Cavalryman. 
The left arm is drawn across the body 
and a small pin in centre of circular 
shield is pushed home, holding the 
shield and arm in position. A Plasticine 
cloak is added, and the plastic sword 
may be left as it is. These riders would 
be trousered and booted, with tunics 
of leather, skins or furs, and in some 
cases with mail shirts. Helmets would 
generally be worn, but some would be 
found bareheaded. The richer types 
would tend to be rather flamboyant. 

Light Horseman 

This can represent a German or a 
Briton. Is a very simple conversion, 
just the Ancient Briton Slinger on a 
Red Indian horse, with a shield and 
cloak added, and a javelin substituted 
for the sling. He has a blanket only 
and no saddle. He wears trousers and 
is bare chested. Clothes colour could 
range from dull to quite bright. This 
is one of my favourites and 1 use a lot 
of them in my miniature barbarian 
forces, particularly as they are quick 
to make. 

Arab Light Horseman 

A variant on previous ideas, this 
uses the Red Indian trousered rider on 


a horse from the same set. with cloak. 
Arab head substituted, and a spear or 
javelin fitted in place of rifle. Light, 
bright colours arc needed here. The 
small round shield is optional. 

Asiatic Light Archer 

This is made from the standing Red 
Indian archer. The head-dress should 
be sculpted or preferably given treat- 
ment with a light soldering iron to 
smooth down into a cap. while a skirt 
reaching to mid-calf is made from two 
thicknesses of model aircraft tissue 
wrapped around and glued in place, 
then set with banana oil. Bow and 
quiver are left as in the original, but 
two/three coats of paint are needed to 
suggest a light tunic reaching to mid- 
thigh. These little archers can be 
manufactured very quickly, and will 
be needed in great numbers if one 
intends to build up a Persian army. 
Colours should be light and bright as 
for the Arab. 

Pikeman 

Of no particular nation, but made 
so simply from the Robin Hood archer 
that he just had to go in. This is not 
quite the proper pike position; the 
right arm should be further back, but 
the figure looks very effective, and 
remember that a unit of pikes was a 
good cavalry stopper. The shield could 
not be used whilst the pike was in 
action, and would be taken up if 
enemy got to close quarters, when pike 
would be dropped and sword and 
shield used. 

Auxiliary Spearman 

Romans look better advancing with 
shield held tight in front, and this one 
has boss of shield cut off and replaced 
by pin which holds the shield in posi- 
tion and pins the left arm in place 
across front. The sword is cut away 
and replaced by a short spear/javelin, 
25 mm long. He has a Plasticine cloak. 

Variant on Airfix Roman 

Made from the Robin Hood archer 
type in round helmet, this has bow and 
arrows cut away and a spear about 
35 mm long added. The shield is a 
Roman type with corners cut off, 
making a he.xagonal shape, as for 
cavalryman. Spear is actually shown 
as held in both hands, but in fact 
where a shield is carried the spear is 


Below, left to right: Pikeman^ auxiliarv spearman^ Asiatic light archer^ modified Roman^ 
all made as described in text. 
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.\bove. left to right: Roman cavalryman, Arab light horseman, Goth Cavalryman with helmet, light horse archer, Goth cavalryman, and German 

or Briton light horseman, all made as described in text. 


normally used one-handed, as a large 
shield must be not only carried on the 
arm but also gripped near the inside 
front edge by the left hand on some 
suitable handle. 

The Society of Ancients 

At this time I would like to mention 
the vSociety. which was formed a few 
years ago and caters for those inter- 
ested in Ancient and Medieval war- 
fare. both as an historical study, and 
for wargaming. It has members all 
over the world, and has among its 
numbers people who have made 
special studies of various periods and 
the arms and methods of warfare used 


^ PLAN 


i 

INI.C.L. HACKIME V 

Part 5: Sails and rigging 

E ach Airflx kit includes sails with bunt 
lines, leech lines or martlets, and reef 
points moulded on their forward sides. In 
rigging the completed models, these lines 
should be replaced by rigging thread cemen- 
ted over them and taken down to the proper 
belaying points. The reef points are dealt 
with below. The missing item on the sails in 
the kit is the bolt rope, which runs round all 
the edges of each sail on its aft side and 
embodies ‘cringles* (spliced loops) for the 
various rope attachments. Fig 23 shows 
the aft side of the same sail as Fig 3 (in 
Part 2), but with its attached lines removed 
to show only the bolt rope and its cringles. 

Against each of these, which are drawn 
larger than scale for clarity, are listed the 
lines which would be attached to them. 
Considerable care and patience are needed 
if the right number of cringles are to be 
formed in their correct positions. The 
thread for the bolt rope should be one con- 
tinuous length cemented along the sail 
edge, looped by knotting it round a drill of 
the required size, and then cemented along 
to the next loop position. When the job is 
completed the loops are coated with 
shellac or varnish and left to dry. 

When the appropriate stage is reached, 
the complete sail can be bent to the yard. 
This involves lashing it to the yard with 



in those periods. 1 have heard it des- 
cribed as a mixture of erudition and 
good fun. and cannot better that. It 
publishes its own magazine every 
two months — Slingshot — containing 
articles on arms, equipment and 
tactics, with descriptions of ancient 
battles, news of figures available, and 
articles on conversions, etc. Other 
publications are its own set of war- 
game rules, and (later this year) a set 
of rules for medieval sieges, and a 
booklet setting out the coats of arms 
of knights and nobles of the Hundred 
Years War. Other publications will 
arrive in due course. A year’s subscrip- 
tion is 25s, bringing Slingshot, and 


entry into the Society Annual War- 
games Championship for those who 
want to try their skill. 

For further and fuller details, write 
to the Secretary: 

Philip Barker. 

99 Brentford Road, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham. 

Or the London Area Secretary: 

Edward Smith. 

90 Burrage Road, Plumstead. 

London SE18. 

This completes our series on Roman 
Friends and Foes, though we hope to publish 
further individual articles on the subject from 
time to time. Next month we start a new 
series on British World War / troops by 
David Nash. — EDITOR. 



1800s. The head of the sail is cemented 
under the yard, with its foot out a little way 
in front of the mast so that when the sheets 
are attached and hauled taut the sail will 
billow realistically. A length of thread is 
then attached at one yardarm and taken 
over and under all the way to the other 


carry jackstays the sail is cemented along 
the front of the yard with its head just for- 
ward of top centre. I have yet to see any 
jackstay modelled at less than 1 :96 scale 
which didn't look like a young garden 
fence, and even at that scale it is an ex- 
Continued on pge 467 
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Two superb books 
for modellers 

WORLD UNIFORMS in Colour 

Vol. 1— The European 
Nations 

The first of a series of full- 
colour books describing and 
illustrating the uniforms, 
badges and ranks of pre- 
sent-day units throughout 
the world, with regiment and 
corps histories. The second 
volume, covering America. 
Asia. Africa and Oceania, 
will be published in Autumn 
1969. 

30s net 

(Post and pkg 4/6 extra) 

12J" by 9J", more than 200 
illustrations in full colour. 4- 
col. laminated board cover. 


HOW TO GO 

PLASTIC 

MODELLING 

by Chris Ellis 

Editor of AIRFIX Magazine 

25s net 

(Post and pkg 1/6 extra) 

An essential and comprehensive 
guide to plastic modelling. Ten 
chapters covering such topics 
as: basic assembly, detailing, 
converting, modelling materials, 
tools, painting, transfers, mark- 
ings. research, display, mainte- 
nance and scenic settings. 

176 pages by 5i". 80.000 
words. 79 pictures, 7 pages of 
scale drawings. numerous 
sketches in the text. 


Both published by Patrick Stephens Limited, 
9 Ely Place. London EC1 
(01-405 2297) 





Use this order coupon to obtain copies of these magnificent 
books — post it to the publishers or hand it to your bookseller 
or model shop now. If you prefer not to cut your magazine — 
write your order out on a piece of plain notepaper. 


To: Patrick Stephens Ltd. | OR YOUR 

9 Ely Place. BOOKSELLER OR 

London ECl I MODEL SHOP 

Please send me one copy of HOW TO GO PLASTIC MODEL- 
LING/WORLD UNIFORMS IN COLOUR— Volume 1*. I enclose 
my remittance of 25s/30s* (plus 1s 6d/4s 6d * extra for postage 
and packing — post free if ordering both books). 

NAME 


ADDRESS 

(Block i 

I caps I 

I please) (6/69) I 

* Delete where inapplicable. I 

I I 
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Ordnance Loads — from page 441 


ordnance clusters to be carried. Most US combat types have them 
and they are now coming into service with British Phantoms and 
Buccaneers. Lightweight release units are used on the Harrier and 
Jaguar, usually to carry twin stores. 

The easiest method of making these racks is to file them to shape 
from pieces of heat-stretched sprue or laminated plastic card. The 
standard colour appears to be a light grey similar to the under- 
surfaces of Air Support Command aircraft. 

This article is only intended to be a general guide to plastic 
modellers on the subject of missiles, bombs and pods. If a kit manu- 
facturer introduced a box full of these items on to the market, we 
should all be happy . . . but meanwhile, the best advice is to *have a 
go’ and make your own! With this in mind the close-up views of 
ordnance loads shown here should enable the modeller to identify 
typical loads and weapons and I have included drawings to 1 :72 
scale of the most useful types for models of current RAF/RN types. 

Kev: (5) Matra 155 rocket pods {each carrying 18 SNEB 68 mm 
rockets) suspended from a twin carrier on the inboard nylon of a 
Hawker Harrier. The pyhn is painted gloss dark green and the rocket 
pods are matt black. (6) A selection of current RAFIRN aircraft 
weapons. At rear are three 1000 lb HE bombs {drawing and colour 
details, page 441), at right is a Microcell 2 inch folding fin rocket pod 
(which contains 37 rockets) (also drawn on page 441), and on the left 
are four heavy HVAR rockets which are carried in clusters of four. 
(7) A close view of the mounting of a jettisonable 2 inch folding fin 
rocket pod {shown in picture 6) suspended from the outer pylon of a 
Hawker Harrier. This particular pod is light grey instead of natural 
aluminium and it is fitted with its protective black disposable cap. 

The pylon is gloss dark green. 



KITS AND MODELS 


NEW FROM NICHIMO 

^pWO new tank kits in 1:35 scale by 
J- Nichimo which wc’vc just received 
for review come as close to perfection as 
any yet. In fact, they seem to put 
Nichimo on a par with Tamiya in terms 
of accuracy and quality. First of the pair 
is a PzKw IV Ausf F2, early production 
vehicle, though Nichimo call it an Ausf G 
for some reason. Like recent Tamiya 



offerings, the plastic parts are moulded in 
a rough steel-like texture which is most 
realistic when painted. Nichimo have 
avoided all gimmicks — there are no 
features like opening hatches which often 
spoil scale appearance. The amount of 
fine detail included is quite fantastic, even 
the exposed leads to the headlamps being 
shown, as well as the minute return 
springs for the folding ends of the track- 
guards. The only inaccuracy that we could 
spot readily was the length of the gun 
barrel which is about 5 mm short, though 
this hardly notices except when measured 
against scale drawings. Presentation is 
first rate and there are no snags in assem- 
bly. The gearbox is semi-assembled leav- 
ing the modeller the choice of completing 
the transmission with high or low gears 
as desired. The chassis can be taken apart 
if there is any need to change the gears 
later. Two Ull batteries (not supplied) 
provide the power and there arc just two 
wires to be connected. There is a ready- 
assembled on /off /reverse switch for con- 
trol with no provision for steering or 
remote control. ^.Tracks arc the usual 
rubber type, and we particularly liked the 
very simple free-running road wheel 
assembly. A choice of good accurate 
transfers is provided, with sketches to 
show positioning. 

Second model is a really superb 
Charioteer which is a great eye-catcher 
and beautifully accurate. The mode of 
construction is similar to that of the 
PzKw IV. The road wheels were less satis- 
factory when assembled because their 
larger size emphasises a slight eccentricity 



caused by the plastic axles and bearings 
when the model runs over a very smooth 
surface. On any sort of rough ‘terrain*, 
however, this is not noticeable. What 
cannot be achieved is the ‘sag’ in the top 
run of the track so characteristic of the 
Charioteer, but this may come if the track 
stretches with running. Superfluous 
‘invasion stars’ have crept into the trans- 
fer sheet — otherwise full marks to 
Nichimo. We hope they will bring this 
kit out with a new turret as a Cromwell, 
too. 

The instruction sheets in both kits are 
in Japanese, but easy enough to follow. 
We made each model comfortably in an 
evening apiece. Summing up, both are to 
be highly commended, and anyone who 
has not yet been tempted to try tank 
models in 1 : 35 scale could safely ‘take 
the plunge’ with either of these and be 
suitably delighted with the result. Our 
samples were supplied by BMW Models 
of Wimbledon and cost 37s lid each, 
which is not unreasonable for the high 
quality offered. C.O.E. 

PLASTIC RODS 

l^'^OLLOWING recent correspondence 
* on the subject of plastic rods for 
model making, we’ve had samples of the 
Slater’s product which readers wrote 
about. It appears that Slater’s themselves 
had kept fairly quiet about this useful 
material! Moulded in brown polystyrene 
and called ‘Slater’s Plastikard Rod’, an 
assorted packet of 25 12 inch lengths 
comes packed in a polythene bag for 
2s 9d. Diameters range from about 1/16 
inch to 1 /64 inch and this rodding does, 
of course, have scores of uses for model- 
lers and kit converters. Exhaust pipes, 
drain pipes, engine detail, track rods, 
scaffolding, fuselage framing, struts or 
masts are just a few examples taken at 
random. It can be cemented with ordinary 
polystyrene cement, is flexible to a degree, 
and. of course, can be chopped to length 
as required. One packet should last the 
average modeller for a long time and we 
venture to suggest that at its modest price 
per packet any keen kit maker will find 
the investment worthwhile. Jones Bros of 
Chiswick, who supplied our sample, hold 
stocks and can supply by post. C.O.E. 

NEW LAMPS FOR OLD 

/COMMENDABLE venture by Frog is 
the revision of many of their older 
kits of I :72 scale aircraft models, which 
have just been re-issued in a new series in 
polythene bags. All the moulds have been 
‘re-worked’ very deftly to eliminate such 
features as etched marking positions, 
which marred some of the older items. 


and add accurate new panel detail and 
other surface improvements. We reviewed 
the old Fw 190 which had been so treated 
a few months back. Now this kit also 
appears in the ‘bagged* series together 
with all the following: Hurricane, Tem- 
pest V, Me 109F, Typhoon, P-47, Zero, 
Spitfire, Sea Fury, Fokker D21, MS 406, 
and Macchi MC 202. Big new feature is 
the provision of completely new, splen- 
didly accurate and imaginative transfer 
sheets, each of which gives a choice of 
two sets of markings. We had two 
samples from the range, the Spitfire and 
the MC 202. The Spitfire has transfers 
for either a Mk I of No 19 Sqn in Sep- 
tember, 1940, or Bader’s Mk Va of 1941, 
the quality of the new markings being 
excellent. Fine details include walkway 
markings and stencilled maintenance 
instructions and the modest price of the 
kit, 3s, would not be unreasonable for 
the transfer sheet alone! Whichever 
markings the modeller uses, he gets a 
spare set of value for other models. The 
MC 202 has a similar choice of two 
colourful marking schemes, probably the 
most accurate yet for a model of an 
Italian aircraft. The only improvement 
not possible, it seems, on the older Frog 
kits is the etching out of the ‘solid’ wheel 
wells, though the average modeller can 
do this himself, or use solid black trans- 
fer sheet which is surprisingly effective. 

This improved Frog Spitfire is cer- 
tainly a ‘good buy’ (even with the ‘solid’ 
wheel wells), which captures the graceful 
character of the early Spits absolutely 
perfectly. Added feature of all the kits 
is a colour plan on the card backing sheet 
which acts as a painting guide for the 
model. On our Spitfire, however, the 
printing was poor and the colour guide 
would confuse a novice who knew 
nothing about camouflage of 1940! This 
‘new lamps for old’ policy by Frog is 
most refreshing and should be welcomed 
by 1:72 scale aircraft builders. Our 
samples, at 3s each, came from Jones 
Bros of Chiswick who can supply the 
whole range by post. C.O.E. 

LATEST BELLONA 

N ew release by Merberlen Ltd in their 
Bellona Battlefield series is a very 
realistic moulded diorama depicting the 
standard German 7.5 cm anti-tank gun 
strongpoint of World War 2 as laid down 
in field regulations. It features the gun 
emplacement itself with a trench and 
flanking machine gun posts for the 
defence platoon. At rear of the emplace- 
ment is a revetted concealed dug-out for 
the gun and ammunition, complete with 
Continued on next page 
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removable roof. Moulded in brown 
plastic, the ouifu can be used as it comes 
or further be enhanced by painting and 
the addition of further surface detail 
(like ammunition boxes) by the modeller. 
Measuring 16^ inches X 10 inches, this 
is the best yet in the Bcllona series, in 
our view, because it could be used for 
virtually any nation and period of war- 
gaming, quite apart from its intended 
purpose. Merberlen Ltd, Hawthorn Hill, 
Bracknell, Berks, can supply by post at 
lls 3d (plus Is 3d postage) as can any 
stockist of Bellona models. C.O.E. 

FROM EAST EUROPE 

4 COMPREHENSIVE range of East 

* German jet aircraft kits, made by 
Bauaniitung, is being imported by Mr 
P. J. Charlton, Manor Park Avenue, 
Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks, 
who supplied for review a 1:100 scale 
Caravellc, costing a moderate 5s. 

Although crude by Western standards, 
the general outline appears to be quite 
accurate. There are no panel lines, but a 
model of this size would need to be 
covered in Metalskin anyway. A thin 
sheet of transparent plastic is supplied 
for glazing but due to the thick fuselage 
walls this is a difficult operation. Three 
colours of plastic arc used, which repre- 
sents an unusual level of refinement, and 
generally all parts fit together well. A 
useful capsule of liquid polystyrene 
cement, together with a lump of clay, are 
included with the kit. Transfers, which 
model ’WHEL, an Air France Caravelle, 
are not bad and plenty of spares are pro- 
vided. TTie instruction sheet is in German, 
Polish and Russian but all the parts are 
numbered and their location shown on a 
view of the completed model. 

Mr Charlton can supply at least nine 
other kits, including the DC-8, Comet 4a, 
Yak 2 and Mig 21. Prices range from 
3s to I Os. These kits arc worth collecting 
in their own right. If a little work is put 
into them they can look very good 
indeed ; they arc certainly the best offer- 
ings from the Eastern bloc. An SAE to 
Mr Charlton will bring details. C.5. 

NEW TRANSFERS 

^pHE first sheet of transfers to be pro- 
J- duced by a new company entering 
the model decal market is a top rate offer- 
ing of BAC Lightning markings. This is 
exceptionally well produced and offers 
real value for money. At 7s 6d Model- 
decal arc providing squadron insignia and 
serials for every squadron at present 
using this type of aircraft including 
No 92, 111, 5, 74, 23, 19 and 56 Squad- 
rons. The pack includes application 
instructions and complete aircraft colour- 
ing details. 

The exceptionally fine detail of these 
transfers is noteworthy. Colour matching, 
too, has been given very careful considera- 
tion. All marks of Lightning have been 
catered for so that either the Frog. 



Latest addition to the Wills range of 00 gauge 4 mm scale kits is this magnificent model of 
an umrebuilt ^ Royal Scot* locomotive^ designed to fit over the Tri-ang * Britannia* class chassis 
which must be purchased separately. The kit is in the usual form of white metal castings 
which can be assembled with any good impact adhesive. The splendid LMS livery shown here 
on the Wills' demonstration model iSy of course^ dependent on the skill of the purchaser! 
Airfix or Hasegawa kits can be used. One 
other interesting point is that in the 
serials given any variation of numbers 
using the basic XR, XS, XN, or XM 
prefix can be made up so that in theory 
any aircraft in any squadron can be 
modelled. This is the type of considera- 
tion that the model maker want.s — a decal 
sheet really well thought out and presented 
so that the cost does not in fact work out 
more than the kit and can be used in 
infinite variety. 

Other new issues of decal sheets this 
month include two from Stoppcl in Den- 
mark. 

The contributions from Denmark arc 
well up to Jacob StoppePs accepted high 
standard. Sheets No 29 and 30 include 
Cambodian, Columbian, Peruvian, Uru- 
guayian national markings in the former 
and Czechoslovakian, North Korean and 
Polish in the latter. The delight of the 
South American sheet is in the bright 
yellows, reds and blues of these insignia, 
whereas the Communist sheet has minute 
Polish and Czech markings for use on 
aircraft used by exiles from their native 
countries during the war. Both sheets 
have a gloss finish but are accurate, 
adhere well to any model and provide 
enough for almost all one’s needs if 
modelling any aircraft from these coun- 
tries. Sheets can be obtained from most 
of the best model and mail order shops 
at 3s 6d each. A.W.H. 




MORE MICRO DECALS 

1 7^ ROM Micro Decals, Martin Krasel 
- Studios, Culver City, Calif, USA, 
we’ve had the latest in their top quality 
transfer sheets which arc uniform with 
previous releases in this ever-growing 
scries. Taking them in catalogue order. 
No 21 features 1:72 scale markings and 
squadron emblems for pre-war US Navy 
aircraft, a colourful sheet this with 22 
pairs of the most famous squadron mark- 
ings such as the ‘Top Hat’ of VB-41 and 
‘Felix the Cat’ of VF-3 among less well 
known markings. There arc ‘US Navy’ 
and ‘US Marines’ legends, assorted code 
numbers, BuNos, wing and fuselage flight 
strips, efficiency emblems plus the per- 
sonal markings of the Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy. No 22 is the equivalent sheet 
with pre-war US Army markings, 94th 
Pursuit and 27 other squadrons, plus 
legends, lettering and colour strip. No 23 
is a first-rate sheet with markings for six 
famous B-17s including ‘Memphis Belle’ 
and ‘Vicious Virgin’, all applicable to the 
Airfix and Rcvell Fortress kits. No 24 is 
a similar sheet for six famous B-24s in- 
cluding ‘Strawberry Bitch’ and ‘The 
Witch’, also applicable to Airfix and 


Rcvell Liberator models and particularly 
well done. No 25 is a most useful sheet 
of black USAF codes and serials in five 
different sizes and two styles, one of 
which is the stencil type of lettering not 
commonly available elsewhere. No 26 is 
the same thing in white. No 27, the same 
again in yellow. No 28 is Luftwaffe codes 
in red and black, 42 mm high and in three 
different styles. No 29 is the same again 
in white and yellow. No 30 is the same 
again in blue and green, and lastly No 31 
is a further set of Luftwaffe codes in 
black and red, this time 60 mm high and 
in two styles. Since this listing is rather 
complex, we suggest that anyone ordering 
quotes the sheet number rather than the 
description. US price per sheet is 75 cents 
for sheets 25-31 (the codes only) and 
SI. 50 for the remainder which arc multi- 
coloured. All these sheets arc to a very 
high standard and in perfect register as 
well as being matt and commendably thin. 
They can be had direct from Martin 
Krasel Studios in USA, but Modcitoys 
of Portsmouth now stock them in Britain 
at 15s per sheet. They should have these 
new issues very shortly. C.O.E. 

NEW FROM FROG 

[OW generally available arc two new 
models from Frog, namely a 
Mcsserschmitt Bf 109F and a Grumman 
A-6A Intruder. Both arc well worthy of 
purchase. In the former, a well-known 
aircraft has been produced which will 
delight the enthusiast as it is as accurate 
as anything else on the market. A choice 
of two variants is possible from the kit, 
one for tropical operations and the other 
for more temperate regions. The transfers, 
too, arc of good quality as they depict 
the markings used by Marseille and 
Galland both extremely well-known Ger- 
man fighter aces of the last war. The kit 
has 30 parts which clip together very 
neatly. Alternate bomb or long-range fuel 
tanks arc given and the undercarriage has 
either a one-piece construction for stick- 
ing in place in the retracted position or 
else there arc separate wheels and under- 
carriage legs for display with wheels 
down. This is an exceptional kit in all 
ways and the only criticism concerns the 
shape of the wing leading edge which 
appears to be a little too ‘square* rather 
than a true aerofoil section. 

The Intruder is also an excellent kit. 
Particularly noteworthy is the moulding 
of the two fuselage halves which are top 
rate examples of the skill of the crafts- 
man who produced them. The rest of the 
model is also well produced, in particular 
the canopy which is a very large one for 
Continued on page 467 
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PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS— ASSOCIATE MEMBER I.P.M.S. 

MONOGRAM ?'«*''• •'""y rv* usual Monogram mannar, wich 

^ ^ r\ Ivl oxcallant suKaca datail and fit of parts. Priea 23^9 aach. 



H. TYPHOON Mk. lb. Lata prod. I/4B scala 

Wall detailed cockpit, air intake and wheel well interiors/undercarriage, hood 
can be assembled in open or closed position. Eight rockets included, moulded 
integrally with rails. Markings given for RB222 *'F of 198 SQ. as depicted in Pro- 
file 81. Complete ranges Monogram in 1/72 and 1/48 scales nearly always in stock. 


OORNIER 00-I7Z. 1/72 scala 

At last a splendid kit of the "Flying Pencil". Extremely well detailed crew com- 
Mrtment, with "Monogram" clear transparencies. Undercarriage may be assem- 
bled retracted or owered. and is complete down to the correct tread on the 
tyres. Markings included for two alternative finishes. 7/KG.53 and 7/KG 2 


BY RETURN POSTAL SERVICE 
Postage and Packing. 

(UK rates only) 

Up to 10/-. I/- (1/6) 

10/- to 22/-. 21- (2/6) 

22/- to £5. 5/- 
Over £5. No charge. 

Refer to amount in brackets 
for first class mail. 


FROG AIRCRAFT KITS 
* Reissued with new colour profiles 
on packing, and choice of two 
decals for each. 

Macchi 202 Folgore* 


rolgor 

S. Spitfire I A. SA' 

H. Sea Fury* 

H. Hurricane He 
ME. Bfl09F 
H. Typhoon lb* 
Fokker D-21* 

P-47D Thunderbolt* 
F-105 Thunderchief 
BAC Lightning Mk. 6 
G.OV-IA Mohawk 
G.A-6A Intruder 
B.B-47 Stratojet 


1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 

1/72 


21 - 

21 - 

21 - 

21 - 

21 - 

2i- 

2i- 

21 - 

7/6 

7/6 

7/6 

9/6 


1/72 49 6 


LS 

G3M3 Nell Bomber 1/72 24 6 
L3M I Neil Transport 1/72 24 6 
Hiryu (Peggy) 

Bomber I /72 25/ 1 1 

Ki-109 Exp. Fighter 1/72 25/11 
Ki.67 YasukuniT.B. 1/72 25 1 1 


TAMIYA 

A6M3 Hamp. Mod 321/72 5/11 
Ki-84 Hayate 


(Frank) 

J7WI Shinden. 

1/72 

5/11 

canard 

1/72 

5/11 

J2M3 Raiden (Jack) 

1/72 

5 11 

REVELL 

G.F4F.4 Wildcat 

t/32 

15/6 

S. Spitfire Mk. 1 

1/32 

15/6 

ME. Bri09F 

1/32 

15 6 

HAWK 

G.F8F Bearcat 

1/48 

15 6 


N.A.OV-IO Bronco 

1/72 

3/9 

PE-2 

1/72 

3/9 

G.)2F-6 Duck 

1/72 

3/9 

D. Devastator 

1/72 

3/9 


DECALS 

Current ranges Micro-Scale (1-52). A.I.R. (1-14). Authenticais (2-6) in stock 
also good stocks held on Stoppel and ABT. All Almarks available from stock at 
releas^. complete range Letraset Dry Decals as advertised in stock alto. Pottage 
on all decals: Up to 3 sheets. 6d. 4 and over. 9d. * 

REFERENCES 

AIRCAM AVIATION BOOKS 

21/- each, postage I UK 

No. I. P-SIDin USAAF/USAF service. 

?* Ji*2® >>SAAF. RAF and Foreign service. 

No. 3. N. A. Mustang in RAF. RAAF. SAAF. RNZAF. RCAF service. 

No. 4. Merlin Spitfires (l-XVI) in RAF. RAAF. SAAF. RNZAF. RCAF a 
service. 

No. 5. P-5 IB/C Mustang in USAAF service. 

No. 6. P-40 Kittyhawk Mk. I to IV in RAF .SAAF. RAAF. RNZAF. RCAF NEIAF 

service. 

Battle of Britain Special featuring Spitfire. Hurricane and ME. Bfl09. 

Most Aircraft Profiles in stock, a few still out of print but will be available again 
shortly. Nos. 1-168. 11- each. Nos. 169-204. 2/6 each. * 

Pottage on Profiles: I copy. 6d. plus 3d each additional copy. 

‘7 ***• 96 pages, photo s from P-38 s 

to C-46 s and B-29 s. Price 35/-. Post I /-. 

All Men and Machines series in stock. 30'- each. Pottage I/-. 


f and Foreign 


MODELDECAL In the decal field, a name synonymous with quality, register, 
colour, accuracy, adhesion. Sheet No I. containing six alternative 
finishes for the BAC Lightning fighter in R.A.F. service, has surpassed expectations, both in 
standard and appeal, and many are the laudatory comments received since Its introduction. 
Comes with multi-illustrated instruction sheet giving 
application and machine colour details. Note: National 
insignia not included except where non standard. 

Price: 7/6. (UK postage 6d). 


INTERESTED OVERSEAS TRADERS, 
FULL TERMS ON REQUEST 


CONTENT: 

F. Mk, 2 XN 790 "E" 92 SON 
F. Mk. 2. XN778 "F" 19 SQN. 

F. Mk. 6. XR764 "L" 5 SQN. 

F. Mk. 6. XS937 

F. Mk. 6. XS92I • . . 

F. Mk. lA. XMI75 • 

AUo revised fin emblem* for 
Airfix kit of 

F. Mk. lA. XMI92"K" Ml SON. 


4 L" S SQN. 
f "C" 23 SON. 

I "M" 74 SON. 
175 "E" 56 SQN. 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN. Shop Hours 09.30-17.30 Mon. -Sat. Closed Weds. 


S46 Kingston Rd Portsmouth 

Tel * Portsmouth 61469 
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More rare pictures from readers with 
captions by Michael J. F. Bovvyer. 
A free Airfix kit Is awarded for every 
picture published, but please note 
that there is usually a delay of some 
months before publication due to 
the limited space at our disposal. 


Key: (1) RNZAF Lockheed Ventura, NZ4541, 
taking off from an island airstrip in 1945. It is in 
standard USN colours, dark sea blue upper sur- 
faces, medium sea blue, and insignia white 
undersides. Serial 4541 repeated on fm in white 
with 45 below it. (2) F4U-1 Corsair NZ5240:40 of 
unknown RNZAF squadron in 1944, again in 
USN colour scheme and with central bomb rack. 

Pictures by R. J. Lane. 




Key: (3) Spitfire 18 RG-J, the CO's aircraft of 208 Sqn, Palestine, 1946, is recovered by Coles crane after a crash. Note Sqn Ldr's pennant ahead 
of cockpit. (4) Another Spitfire 18, RG-V, of 208 Sqn at the same period. Pictures by Barry Nevill. 



Key: (5) Silver Spitfire IX BS467:RG-C, also of 208 Sqn. 1946, with camouflaged Mk IX NH487 beyond it. A/D panel is black. Picture by Barry 
Neviil. (6) A Whitley of 51 Sqn at Biggin Hill, 1938, coded V and with large squadron crest on the fuselage side. Serial unknown. Photo by V. S. 

Hawk. 



Key: (7) King George VI (far right) arriving at RAF Harwell in the impeccable Envoy G-AEXX of the King's Flight, 1938. Machine was finished in 
red/white'biue silver, the Guards' Club colours. Picture by V. S. Hawk. (8) Brightly coloured Harvard NZ926 was yellow overall with black A D 
panel, and red fuselage stripe. Number 6 was red outlined black. Upper wing roundels were red/blue. Note serial, very small, on rudder only. 
Pictured by R. J. Lane at Woodbourne New Zealand, 1941. (9) C-60A Lodestar, NZ3510 in 1943, coded D in biack. Standard USAAF colours of 
olive drab with neutral grey undersides and standard RNZAF roundels. (10) NZ413:0, an Anson 1 of the School of General Reconnaissance. RNZAF 
New Plymouth, 1941, in standard finish with grey code, a simple 'paint conversion' for the Airfix model. Pictures by R. J. Lane. 



Letters to the 



‘Douglas’ facts 

I WAS delighted to sec the fine colour 
view of Talyllyn Railway locomotive 
No 6, Douglas , on the front cover of the 
May 1969 issue. 

However, some corrections arc required 
to the description on pa^e 387. This loco- 
motive was one of six built for the 
Admiralty, not the War Department, in 
1918. It was delivered from works on 
February 2, 1918, and was reported in 
use by the Admiralty Air Construction 
Service, at Manston, Kent, in that same 
year. It arrived at Calshot in October 
1921. Calshot had been a RNAS station 
up to the formation of the RAF in 1918, 
and was still under naval influence. Thus, 
Andrew Barclay No 1431 did not see 
service with the Army Service Corps. 

The 1953 overhaul at Hunt Bros 
(Oldbury) Ltd’s works included widening 
the gauge from 2 ft to 2 ft 3 ins, and not 
the reverse as you state. 

F. W. Cooper, Southampton. 
Mr Cooper is author of The Calshot 
RAF Railway, published by the Oakwood 
Press— EDITOR. 

Tank finish 

K ECENTLY, when trying out different 
ideas for weathering on old models, 
I discovered an exceptionally authentic- 
looking system of applying British and 
American weathered olive green ; the idea 
is simple: 

(1) Apply an olive green base coat, and 
while still wet, (2) darken the olive green 
with black and add dark olive green in 
blotches or streaks all over model. 

(3) Lighten the olive green with yellow 
and add lightened olive green in blotches 
or streaks all over the model. 

(4) Now either smudge these colours 
with the fingers, and then brush over 
lightly, or mix a very thin olive green and 
apply sparingly over the model with a 
brush. 

Both methods give comparable results 
and 190k ‘like the real thing’. 1 have not 
yet tried it with sand or other colours but 
I think it may be just as effective. 

P. J. Charlton, Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Camel details 

I 71 OR modellers wishing to detail a 
Camel model, may I make a few 
points on the cockpit area drawing in 
your May issue. 

The port gun link chute went out of 
the top decking adjacent to the feed 
block, and cases went out of the chute 
through the oval panel. The starboard case 
chute was similar, the link chute went out 
of the port side of gun and fed into the 
case chute. The case chute was sharply 
anj^ed near the gun. 

The oil tank filler was on the top of 
the tank, hidden in photos behind the 
starboard front centre-section strut. 

Item F on the drawing is the air intake 
tube. The carburettor was situated just in 
front of the elbow in the air intake, con- 
trolling the volume of mixture. The mix- 
ture richness was controlled by a needle 
valve in the cockpit, adjacent to the fuel 
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Letters to the Editor selected for publica- 
tion entitle the senders to each receive 
a free Airfix plastic construction kit of 
their choice. We are always pleased to 
receive your comments and pictures, 
which will be considered for publication. 
Submitted material and pictures can only 
be returned if accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope, and the Editor can- 
not accept responsibility for safe keeping 
of any such contributions, neither does 
he necessarily agree with comments 
expressed by correspondents in the 
letters columns. Please note that any 
letters anticipating a reply MUST be 
accompanied by a SAE or stamp. 


filler and throtile/mixturc quadrant (port 
side). 

Item D on the drawing is the magneto. 
Two were situated on the engine back 
plate with the oil pump and, in some 
cases, an air pump to pressurize the main 
tank. A hand pump was located on the 
starboard side of the cockpit. 

Thank you for the article. The colour 
scheme drawings were excellent, up to 
the usual standard of your magazine in 
fact. 

D. Bailey, West Wickham, Kent. 

Carl Surman writes: Some of the cap- 
tions were inadvertently mixed up; the 
caption to drawing X should have read as 
follows: 'c/s other aircraft, uncover area 
B but retain tubing for aircraft 2. Aircraft 
3 likewise but discard tubing. Leave area 
B covered for aircraft 4. Lines B indicate 
cap strips, applicable only to aircraft 5, 
which is otherwise the same as aircraft 3\ 

The compression rib was also omitted 
from this drawing, ft is in the same place 
as that in drawing V. Ply and metal panels 
for aircraft 5 should be black. In the 
cockpit drawing, the key letters should 
read as Mr. Bailey states. As several other 
readers have pointed out the marking on the 
rear fuselage in drawing 3 was the Clayton 
and Shuttleworth trademark. 

F-100 squadrons 

1 HAVE jusl got a copy of AIRFIX 
magazine and read with interest your 
write-up on the Hasegawa F-IOOD kit. 
It’s a very good kit and, being a F-100 
man, makes it even more enjoyable for 
me. You state that the squadrons on the 
transfer sheets are not identified but 
actually these are in English numbers at 
lop of the sheet. 

(56-2910) with red marks and TAC 
flash is from the 612th TFS/37TFW based 
at Phu Cal AB, RVN. This was second 
squadron to be assigned to the wing, and 
originally came from 401st TFW at 
England AFB, La. This unit is known as 
the ‘Screaming Eagles’. 

(53543) 55-3543, F-IOOD with blue 
marks and red/yellow/bluc flash is from 
the 35lh TFS/8lh TFW based in Japan 
in the early l%0s. It later had the 
F-105p, then returned to George AFB, 
Calif, in July, 1964, began conversion to 
the F-4, and has now become a famous 
F-4 wing operating in SE Asia from 
Thailand. 

(63198/SM) is 56-3198 operated by the 


EdHar^ 

31st TFW, squadron unknown, based at 
Tuy Hoa AB, RVN. 

Hope this information is of interest. 

G. Pcnnick, Feering, Essex. 

Colours ’68 

1 SHOULD like to make a few com- 
ments on Mr Bowyer’s article, 
‘Colours ’68’, in the March AIRFIX 
magazine. 

I Although the Danish Air Force TF- 
K)^ at Coltishall was in natural metal 
finish, the single seat F-104Gs had mainly 
grey fuselages with natural metal showing 
only on the rear end, from a point jusl 
behind the wing trailing edge. It is 
interesting to note that the while wing 
top surfaces had a natural metal square 
on which the Danish roundel was painted. 
P. F. Thompson, Cheadle, Ches. 

Airfield vehicles 

K EADERS planning a present-day 
military airfield scene as a setting 
for their Airfix models, would do well to 
lay in a slock of yellow paint for any 
ancillary equipment intended for the 
layout. 

All vehicles that operate solely or 
mainly on the airfield^ be it RAF, RN or 
Army, are now being painted bright 
yellow overall, with the exception only 
of wheels and chassis. Even that relief is 
not always present, as the writer has seen 
Leyland Hippo refuellers where only the 
tyres were not yellow. 

The main categories of vehicle inolved 
are Air Traffic Control Landrovers, re- 
fuellers, cranes, aircraft tractors (both the 
David Brown as in the Stirling kit, and 
the modern heavy duty types), gritters, 
snow clearance trucks, and aircrah ser- 
vicing vehicles. Additionally, the GCA 
trucks and trailers actually sited on the 
airfield are to be yellow, as are all bomb 
trolleys and similar equipment. The can- 
vas tilts of any of these vehicles are to 
be painted ‘stone’ colour, though the 
exact shade seems to vary rather. 

Runway caravans will remain red and 
while checks, but the roof of such 
vehicles is, of course, yellow, as is the 
miniature windsock normally fitted. 

Fork lift trucks continue to be painted 
yellow, but with black diagonal lines. 

By conversion from military vehicle 
kits, many of the above can be prepared 
for the layout, but the selection would 
be much wider when the long promised 
RAF Emergency set appears. 

F. A. Chown, Braunton, Devon. 

Japanese tank names 

I N a recent issue of the AIRFIX maga- 
zine there was an illustrated model- 
making article by K. M. Jones entitled 
‘Type 95 lank Kyu-Go’. I wish to point 
out that : first, he did not mention the 
tank’s full classification and secondly, the 
tank’s official code name is not exactly 
as stated. 

There were several Japanese tank 
classifications and the weight of the 
vehicle determined the classification. The 
Continued on next page 
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Type 95 ‘Kyu-Go*s* 6.7 metric tons kerb 
weight put it in the Light Tank classifica- 
tion. 

In 1934, the Japanese Imperial Army 
be^an assigning code names to home- 
built tanks. The code name was an un- 
translatable Kanji letter combination : 
the first letter tells the tank classification 
and the second letter shows the design 
order which that particular classification 
went through. KE was the first letter 
chosen for the Light Tank classification. 
However, the Type 95 Light Tank’s 
correct code name is HA-GO which is an 
exception to the KE- rule. There arc 
exceptions to almost every rule, so 
HA-GO is not too extraordinary unless 
one realizes that the Type 95 Light Tank 
was the first Light Tank which Japan 
had. As for Kyu-Go, those are the Kanji 
letters for Nine and Five, which was the 
more prevalent soldier’s code name for 
this tank. 

The usual Allied designation for this 
tank was Type 95 Light Tank HA-GO 
(Model 2595) but the Japanese designa- 
tion is Light Tank Type 95 HA-GO. 

Paul M. Roland, Florida, USA. 

Tank terrain 

S OME readers may be interested in a 
ready-made source of scenery for 
Airfix tanks. It is the plastic mock-coal 
from an old electric fire of the ‘flickering’ 
sort. 

Different manufacturers produce vary- 
ing kinds of plastic ‘coal’ and when 
painted they form very effective, rocky 
countryside. 

It has many obvious advantages, parti- 
cularly where space is limited, being 
strong, clean, and easily stored. 

J. G. Fairbairn, Melton, Suffolk. 

Aircrew figures 

IN a recent issue of AIRFIX magazine, I 
^ noted a request for information on 
air crew dress. The following remarks 
applying to SEAC Liberator crews may be 
of interest. 

The tropical flying helmet was worn; 
this was of a light khaki material, with 
black earpieces. Goggles with dark lenses 
were frequently worn on daylight ops, 
particularly by the gunners. Oxygen 
masks were grey. Silk scarves of varying 
hues were worn by many aircrew. 


Dress for low level ops was usually a 
batticdress blouse (dark blue in the case 
of Australians), over a khaki drill shirt, 
KD slacks, and in most cases, ammo boots. 
The latter were in case we were shot down 
and had to ‘walk out’, being much more 
durable and comfortable than flying boots. 

Some aircrew were issued with ‘escape’ 
suits; these were a kind of baggy overall, 
khaki or jungle green in colour. This 
garment had numerous pockets containing 
survival gear. 

When flying at higher levels, we usually 
wore full battledress (RAF blue), and 
Irving jackets, which were dark brown 
with a yellow hood. 

Over all our clothing, we wore a Mac 
West and parachute harness which was 
reddish brown, with grey straps. 

The khaki drill varied in colour from 
buff to a very light brown. Modellers can 
obtain this effect by adding varving 
quantities of white to Humbrol khaki 
paint. 

W . r. Bowler, Wednesburv, Staffs. 

I N the August, 1%8, issue, Mr Rands 
made a request for aircrew clamber- 
ing on board their aircraft. I have found 
that air gunners from the Fortress and 
the Mitchell kits, especially the mid-upper 
gunner from the latter, when attached to 
Airfix commando ladders, look quite 
realistic if propped against the plane’s 
side. 

A. I). Scott, Pudsey, Yorks. 

Record straight 

Y^iTH reference to the March issue, I 
was very interested to read Mr J. B. 
Church’s letter concerning my photos of 
the Sea Hawk, in the February issue. It 
seems that the last two Sea Hawks arc still 
active, although the FRU told me that they 
would be retired at the end of ’68. 

1 would like to set the record straight, 
regarding M. J. F. Bowycr’s article on 
‘Colours 1968*. The article was most 
interesting and I only found two errors. 
Firstly, the RAE Shackleton, WR972, is 
not light blue on the wings and fuselage, but 
standard RAF pale grey, as on most RAF 
ex-silver aircraft, ^condly, all Danish 
Air Force F-104Gs are painted NATO 
grey overall, with white upper surfaces to 
the wings. Only the extreme rear of the 
fuselage is silver. This light grey applies to 
the Danish F-104Gs. It is the TF-l()4Gs of 
the Danish Air Force that arc silver, one 
of which was displayed at Coltishall last 
year. 

Finally, the drawings of the Wessex had 
one thing omitted. All Wessex helicopters 


' of 18 and 72 Squadrons carry the legend 
‘Air Support Command’ in small white 
letters above the door on the right side and 
in an equivalent position on the left side. 

.\drian M. Batch, Swindon, Wilts. 
M. J. F. Bowycr writes: helicop- 

ters of \% Sqn^ being assigned to 2T A were 
not carrying 'Air Support Command' 
lettering when the aircraft featured was 
recorded. 

Lubricating plastic 

A lthough I consider most Airfix 
kits of excellent content and value the 
ones which have given me most pleasure 
arc your ‘Museum Models’. More please. 

The moving parts may bind if not 
properly treated and oil as a lubricant on a 
painted plastic model can be a messy 
proposition. My own method of lubricating 
rubbing surfaces is to roughen them with 
fine emery paper and rub a very soft pencil 
over the papered surface. This gives a 
trouble free graphite bearing surface. 

The above models had such good 
moulded surfaces that where they 
were naturally green I merely varnished 
them after first polishing off the flash and 
adhesive lines with emery and ‘Duraglit’. 

Not caring to cement my sailing ships 
to the stand provided, but finding their 
lightness a disadvantage, 1 now mix up 
some pouring consistency epoxy and add a 
good measure of lead shot. This is poured 
into the hull where it spreads out along the 
lowest point of the keel thus contributing 
to stability and ensuring that the model 
cannot be accidentally dislodged from the 
stand with only a light touch. 

A. Rodgers, Rutherglen, Glasgow. 

Useful item 

p ECENT correspondents have given a 
^number of useful sources of material 
for the addition of detail to models. Yet 
another item, which is ‘freely available’ in 
most households, is the plastic hair curler. 
These objects come in an astonishing 
variety of shapes and sizes and provide a 
wide selection of lengths and thicknesses of 
straight and curved rod. 

J. B. Ibomson, Dublin 6. 

B for ‘Bulwark’? 

IN the March issue you show a Wessex 2 
* with a B on the starboard tail. Do you 
know what this is there for? 1 have an 
idea it could have been caused by over-close 
contact with 845 Naval Air Commando 
Squadron, from Bulwark: an RAF Wessex 
was suitably marked with B (for Bulwark ?) 
last year. 

P. Reachman, Helston, Cornwall. 



Above: Excellent conversion work by reader Jim Britton of Kirkham, Lancs, produced these three Lightning trainer models from Airfix kits. 
I^fl to right: Mk 55 (55-410) of the Kuwait Air Force, T Mk 5 (X^21) of 216 OCU Coltishall, and T Mk 4 iXM9S9:X) of 56 Sqn. Basic 
change is to the front fuselage and the Mk 55 also has the altered wings as given for our Mk 6 conversion in the January issue. 
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Military Modelling— from page 448 


for a demolition role in the US Army somewhat akin to the AVRE 
with a Petard mortar. The 7.2 inch rocket was fired from a hefty 
barrel fitted in place of the usual 75 mm gun and using its elevation 
and traverse controls. There was an opening in the turret side to 
allow the recoil gases to escape. 

The Airfix Sherman kit (or the Midori equivalent) is assembled as 
in the instructions as far as the hull goes, though you can add 
applique armour plates on the hull side (9 mm x 7 mm rectangles) as 
in my model. Also optional arc the rudimentary dustguards which 
were fitted each side of the hull front, also added in my model. The 
turret is assembled as in the instructions, except that the mantlet is 
omitted and the opening filled from behind with a rectangle of 
plastic card cut to fit. Cut a hole in this big enough to let the gun 
breech fit later. The mantlet in the kit is not used, and a new flat 
plate is cut as in the drawing. Trim the small shield from around the 


.Above, left: The completed M4 mode! with T76 rocket launcher. 
Right : Close up of turret and hull modifications from plastic card. Note 
deflector plate on turret side. 

gun barrel and replace it with a new one cut as in the drawing. Now 
cut off the gun barrel to a 5 mm stump, and force fit a new barrel 24 
mm long, cut from a length of Biro tube. Add sections above and 
below this as in the drawing, cutting these from scrap. You’ll find 
that the new gun assembly will fit just like the 75 mm gun in the basic 
Sherman model. 

All that remains is the slot in the turret side. This is 4 mm deep and 
2 mm wide, cut from the bottom of the right side of the turret exactly 
in line with the pistol port moulded on the left side. Make a deflector 
plate from plastic card as in the drawing and cement it injplace. 



New Kits and Models— from page 462 


a small model hut is beautifully clear and 
fils very accurately to the m<^el. Being 
basically one of the Hasegawa models 
imporicd from Japan, there is the usual 
great variety of underwing stores. In this 
case both bombs and fuel tanks are pro- 
vided, all very accurately moulded in 
while plastic. There arc 66 parts in the 

kit which all fit precisely and there is little 
that we can find to criticise. Markings, of 
which there arc two sets, arc for US Navy 
aircraft in cither VAH-123 or VA-I%. 

Our review samples came from Model- 
toys of Portsmouth and arc priced at 3s 
for the former and 9s 6d for the latter. 
Jones Bros also hold stocks. A.W.H. 

New from Imai is this motorised 1:50 scale 
Chieftain model, priced at 22s 6d. Full 
review appears next month. 

Sailplan— from page 459 

tremcly delicate job which I hardly con- 
sider worthwhile. 

Belaying points Three methods of tying 
down the loose ends of working ropes were 

reef points, and I find this job is best done 
before the sail is bent to the yard. 

A quick-reference chart to the number 
of rows of reef-points, (very simplified) is 

looked like this. Certainly the Revenge, 
Prince, Sovereign and Victory — fighting 
ships all — would have had swabs, rammers, 
match tubs and shot racks by the guns. 


in general use for several centuries, and 
Fig 25 shows how lines arc made fast to a 
keve! (a), a cleat (b) and a belaying pin (c). 
These last two still survive in general use 
and were the usual method used for lines 
during the whole period covered by the 
Airfix range of ship models, the kcvcl being 
replaced about the mid-POOs by bollards 
which arc used only for very heavy lines 
and hawsers. 

Making up belaying points from scrap 
plastic is not very difficult, and a model 
with its lines neatly tied off on belaying pins 
looks far better than one where the ties 
show along the dcckrail, as usually indi- 
cated in the instruction sheet. The location 
of the belaying points varies from ship to 
ship, and I hope to include belaying points 
diagrams in later articles dealing with indi- 
vidual ships in more detail. But all of the 
pins will benefit from the addition of an 
extra coil of rope, after the line has been 
tied off and secured with a dab of adhesive. 
Some rigging thread is wound loosely 
round a former (Fig 26a), coated with 
shellac or varnish, then dropped over the 
pin and held with a spot of adhesive (Fig 
26b). 

Reef points These were mentioned in 
Part 2, and they are moulded into the sails 
of the Airfix kits. The most effective way to 
reproduce them on the model is with fine 
wire painted matt black, since thread will 
never hang naturally. The short lengths of 
wire arc bent at right angles, one leg being 
pushed through the sail and then bent 
down. Fig 27 shows pliers infuse to put in 

June. 1969 


given below: 


Date 

Courses 

Fore and 
main 
topsails 

Mizzen 

topsails 

1660 

— 

1 row 

— 

1680 

1 row 

2 rows 

— 

1700 

1 or 2 rows 

2 rows 

1 row 

1710 

1 or 2 rows 

up to 3 rows 

2 rows 


From this it can be seen that the Airfix kit 
of the Prince (1670) has a rig which is 
incorrect for her date of building, but 
right for the refit after her later battle 
damage. 

Footropes These arc shown in Fig 28, 
which also shows the stirrups by which 
they hang from the yards. Neither Revenge 
nor Royal Sovereign should have them 
since they were not used until 1642, and the 
box illustration of Revcll’s Mayflower is 
wrong in showing them in the same picture 
as Pilgrims, although Mayflower ll did 
actually carry these anachronisms. 

Again these are best made of blackened 
wire, the stirrups being spaced about 8 
scale feet apart and made about 2i scale 
feet long, with the wire footropes tied at the 
yardarms and crossed over each other to 
tie on the yard at the opposite side of the 
mast. 

Atmosphere Each of the Airfix models 
— whether made up following the kit 
instructions or using the modified prin- 
ciples I have outlined so far — is still a 
‘dead’ ship, sailing forever with perfectly 
clear decks. To me this is all wrong. Even 
under the eagle eye of a dedicated old-time 
Captain no sailing ship would ever have 


water casks lashed at the mainmast 
partners, spare spars lashed down amid- 
ships, breechings and side-tackles on the 
guns, and spare coils of rope against the 
rails, even when the decks were cleared for 
action. 

And even more certainly, no working 
ship would ever have its ropes cheesed 
down on deck in the pretty ‘Swiss rolls’ you 
see on Victory and Cutty Sark in their 
present berths. These are just a few of the 
hundred and one ways in which the true 
atmosphere can be created, but one fad of 
mine is never to whiten the decks of any 
but Navy ships. 1 cannot believe that the 
decks of the Santa Maria, Mayflower, 
Golden Hind or any other merchant ship 
were ever really holystoned to the stan- 
dards often depicted. 

As a personal preference also, 1 feel that 
a static full-hull model on a stand looks 
entirely wrong under a full press of canvas. 
I much prefer to see them with sails unbent 
and lines lashed as though they are tied up 
in harbour with their canvas being checked 
over in the sail-loft — a perfectly normal 
situation for any sailing ship. But this 
requires a pretty full and detailed know- 
ledge of the rig if it is to be done accur- 
ately, and research on the part of the indi- 
vidual modeller in seeking out books and 
illustrations as a guide. I have no space 
here to go into the relevant details, but 1 
would be happy to help anyone who wants 
to try it, or who would like any other sail- 
ing ship information. (Letters c/o The 
Editor, please, enclosing SAE). 
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Greaf ships of ihe 20* Cenfuiy 


AIRFIX BRINGS THEM TO LIFE! Famous 
fighting ships like H.M.S. Ajax and Ark Royal. 
Great modern liners like the "Canberra"— all 
brought to life in minute detail by Airfixl 


The vast range of Airfix construction kits covers 
1 9 different series, including planes, ships, cars, 
historical figures and trackside series— each 
model just like the real thing I 



Prices from 


R M S. MAURETANIA 


H.M S. CAMPBELTOWN 


H M S. COSSACK 


BISMARCK 


V FREE ENTERPRISE II 


H M S ARK ROYAL 



WARPLANES. CARS, 
SHIPS, TANKS TOO! 

Start your collection NOW! 



JUSTLIKETHEREALTHING 

From toy shops, model and hobby 
shops and F. Vy. Woolworth. 


STOP PRESS 



This low altitude dive bomber of World 
War II is faithfully reproduced by Airfix 
In this new kit. Complete with transfers 
for Poland or Czechoslovakia. Only3;9d. 

AIRFIX MAGAZINE 2/6d MONTHLY 
ASK FOR THE AIRFIX KIT CATALOGUE 
FROM YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST 
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AIRFIX magazine 


SERIES 18. Self-propelled 17 pdr.' Archer ‘(UK) Panzerkampfwasen ‘E 100* (GE) (Double pace). Lishc Tank M2 A4 (US). Priced/-. Postafe 4d. 
NkW DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOTOR CAR FROM 1770—1910. ISI. Two colour illustrations. Size 1 1 x S. Price 10 -. Postafe 6d. 



MIUTARY VEHICLE PRINTS 




BELLONA MILITARY MUSEUM 
GUIDE 

Lists in detail 1 1 1 Military Museums, fivinf times 
of openinf and details of the exhibits to be seen. 
Size: 9x6. 36 pages. Price 5/-. Postage 6d. 

BELLONA HANDBOOKS 

No. I. A Summary of the Self-Propelled Weapons 
of the German Army 1939-45. 

Part I — Weapons on German Built Fully tracked 
Chassis. S9 photographs. Size 1 1 x S. 24 pages. 
Price 8/-. Postage 6d. 


Part 2 — Weapons on Foreign Built Fully tracked 
Chassis. 56 photographs. Size: 1 1 X S. 24 pages. 
Price 8/-. Postage 6d. 

No. 2. Semi-Tracked Vehicles of the German Army 
1939-45. 

Part I — Zugkraftwagen und Selbstfahrlafette 
(Prime Movers and Self-Propelled Carriages) Size: 
1 1 X 5. 28 pages. 81 photographs. Price 8;-. 
Postage 6d. 

No. 3. Summary of the Transport used by the 
British Army 1939-45. 

Part I — ^Tank Transporters — Recovery Vehicles, 


Machinery Trucks — Size: 1 1 X 5. 28 pages. Price 8/-. 
Postage 6d. 

BELLONA MILITARY VEHICLE 
PRINTS 

Series 1-17. Full list available. Price 4/- each. 
Postage 4d. 

Each Booklet provides 4 sets of scale drawings and 
each set of drawings show four sectional views — 
Historical and Technical information and photo- 
graphs of each vehicle also included. Military 
vehicles from all over the world, and from 1914 
onwards are featured in these Prints. 

Bracknell, Berkshire 


BEUONA PUBLICATIONS LTD, Hawlliorn Hill, 


INTRODUCING 
LETRASET RECALS 

THE YEAR’S BIGGEST ADVANCE IN SCALE MODEL FINISHING 


Letratet Decals are thoroughly 
researched insignia and markings, in 
1/72 scale, covering most maior 
countries. The printing it of top 
quality. The registration it accurate 
and precise. The method of application 
it unique. 

Letratet Decals are easy to use. lust 
place the Letratet sheet on model 
surface, rub decal area with bell point 
pen. then peel off sheet. That’s all 
there is to it. Fast. Sintple. Clean. 

The decal suyt on the model. Letratet 
Decals always follow the exact contour 
and detail of your model. Their matt 
finish will not discolour. You never 
have to mess with water or other 
liquids. There is no carrier film to 
trim. And once applied, Letratet 
Decals will not dry out— even after 
years of display. 

Letratet Decals are so accurate, to 
simple to use. and to professional- 
looking. they set a new standard for 
the modeller. But don't take our 
word for it. Try a set yourself. 
PRICES: 

ALL SHEETS NOW 
7/- EACH 

Without Letratet Decals, your 
modal just isn't as good as you can 
make it. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Now released 

M I Luftwaffe Squadron Code Letters 
and Numbers 1939-45. Black 
M 2 Luftwaffe Squadron Code Letters 
and Numbers 1939-45. White 
M 3 Luftwaffe Swastikas 1939-45 
M 4 Luftwaffe Underwing and Fuse- 
lage Crosses I939-4S 
M 5 Luftwaffe Underwing and 
Fuselage Crosses 1939-45 (Simplified 
Design) 

M 6 Luftwaffe Upper Wing Crosses 
1939-45 

M 7 Luftwaffe Upper Wing Crosses 
1939-45 (Simplified Design) 

M 8 Luftwaffe Markings 1939-45 
Rank and Squadron Markings 
Kill Markings. Squadron Insignias 
M 15 (Sky Type 'S’, Light Grey) 

Royal Air Force Squadron Code 
Letters 1939-45 


M 9 Royal Air Force Upper Wing and 
Fuselage '8' type Roundels 1923-47 
M 10 Royal Air Force Fuselage ‘C’l 
type Roundels, 'C type Roundels for 
Underwing and Fin Flashes 1942-47 
M II Royal Air Force ‘A* I type 
Roundels 1937-42 ‘A* type Roundels 
I9IS-42 and Fin Flashes December 
1940 to 1942 

M 12 Royal Air Force Prototype Kill 
and Squadron Markings 1939-45 
M 13 (Dark Red) Royal Air Force 
Squadron Code Letters and Serial 
Markings 1939-45 
M 14 (Red and Light Grey) Royal 
Air Force Squadron Code Letters 
1939-45 

M 16 (Black) Royal Air Force 
Squadron Letters and Serial 
Markings I939-4S 





in the planning stage 

17 Italian Air Force Upper 


Jpper 

and Lower Wing Fasces 1938-43 
M 18 Italian Air Force Squad- 
riglia. Stormo, Gruppo 
markings 1938-43 
M 19 Italian Air Force Code 
Numbers Red, Black and White. 
1938-43 

M 20 Luftwaffe Code Numbers 
and Letters. Red, 1939-45 
M 21 U.S. Air Force Markings 
for P47, P5I. in 1/72 scale 
1941-45 


M 22 U.S. Air Force Markings 
for P47. P5I, in 1/48 scale, 
1941-45 

M 23 U.S. Air Force Code 
Letters and Numbers, Black 
and White. 1941-45 
M 24 U.S. Air Force National 
Insignia. Two styles: Pre-war 
and early war. 

All decals are 1/72 scale unless 
otherwise noted. 


June, 1969 


Available from: 

MODELTOYS 

246 Kingston Rd., Portsmouth, Hants. 

READING MODEL SUPPLIES 

5 Chatham St., Reading, Berks 
0 r d i rec t : hryan phiipott brook cottage 

bishops green nr. newbury berks 
1/- p.o. and S.A.E. for sample 
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MILITARY AND AIRCRAFT TRANSFERS ADDITIONAL & 

ALTERNATIVE 
MARKINGS for 

ME Bf 109 E/F/G 


NOW RAF 
A & A1 ROUNDELS 

A. 9. British RAF Roundels, Type Al, 1/72 3/- 

A,IO. British RAF Roundels. Type A. 1/72 3/- 

Ochor l;72 British markincs: 

BLUE SERIES. 1/72 3/- 

A.2. RAF *B' Type roundels for fighters 

A. 3. SEAC roundels for fighters and nnedium aircraft 

A. 4. RAF Squadron code letters 1938-Mid '40 

A.6. RAF Squadron code letters W.W.II dull red 

A.7. Type 'C* RAF roundels for under wing surfaces 

A.8. Type ‘Cl.‘ RAF roundels for fuselage sides 


FUTURE RELEASES 

will includot 

AIRCRAFT 1/72, British present and inter war squadron 
flashes, also present day roundels. 4' and 8' white, red, 
black serials and codes, also Royal Navy Bomber codes 
dull red. Special German W.W.I emblems and more 
W.W. 1 1 emblems and British Aces emblems. 

A.F.V. 1/76. British and German number plates, more 
British Arms of Service signs and Italian markings. 
FOR 20 mm FIGURES (AIRFIX) Confederate and Union 
Civil War Flags. 

Also the Daily Mail Air Race markings. 


A.F.V. MARKINGS 1/76 SCALE 


Gorman W.W.II. Orange Series 3/- each 

T. I. Afrika Korps Palms 

T.2. S.S. Panzer Division signs 

T.3. German Military Crosses, various 

T.S. German Tank numbers 

T.9. German Panzer Division markings and vehicle 
classification markings 

T.IO. German Panzer Division markings and warning 
notices 

T. II. German S.S. Panzer Division emblems 
British W.W.II. Orange Series 3/- each 
T.4. Alamein sheet 
T.6. Armoured Division signs, British 
Yellow Series 3/6 

T. IS. Arms of Service Signs for REME, RAS^ RHA, Anti 
Tank Regiments. LAA Regiments, RCS including 
headquarters. Bridging circles and requisite 
numbers. 1/76. Note T.16 in Green series. 

NEW! 

Green Series 4/- 

T.I6. Arms of Service Signs for Recce Regiment RAC, 
RASC Uniu inc. HQ, Formation HQ, Armoured 
car regiment. Lorried infantry Battalions, Squadron 
markings in white, red. blue, yellow. TF & WD 
numbers. This is a very useful sheet, with six 
colours. We would refer you to page 3S9 of Apri 
Airfix. 

NEW! 

IN ONE YEAR 


A.I4. J.G.54 (GRUN HERTZ) I/ll/ll I/I V 
Messerschmitt Bf 109 E.F.G. models, 

plus emblems for 1.G.52. also stencilling details, 
plus former numbers— Octane markings — manufac* 
turers plates — and markings for Jack Here — Hold/ 
Step here etc. Also on this sheet are extra markings 
for Serbo Croat. 1/72. Green Series 4/« 

A.I5. J. G. “UDET " 

plus Kill Markings and Hungarian markings. 1/72. 
Green Series 4/* 

also other German W.W.II markings 
Blue Series 1/72, 3/- sheet 
A.I. Swastikas W.W.II 

A. 12. Luftwaffe fighter code numbers, solid and outline, 
black and yellow 

A. 1 3. Luftwaffe fighter code numbers, solid and outlines, 
red and white 

A. 16. German Luftwaffe Underwing and fuselage Crosses 
1939-45 

A. 1 7. German Luftwaffe Upperwing Crosses 
and German W.W.I markings 
A.II. German W.W.I crosses 


We have produced 30 wonderful sheets. See the quality and value 



TRADERS You should stock these fast selling 
U.K. AND transfers. Trade terms available, 
OVERSEAS write for deuils. 


at YOUR HOBBY SHOP 


ALMARK PUBLISHING CO. 104/106 Watling Avenue, Edgware, Middlesex, England 





NEW 

20 mm METAL FIGURES 
by 

DOUGLAS MINIATURES 
Crimean War 

Russian Officer. Drawn Sword 
Russian Infantry, advancing 
Russian Infantry, firing 
Russian Cossack, mounted 
British Guards, running 
British Guards, advancing 
British Guards, firing 
British Cavalry. Light Dragoons 
British Cavalry. Scots Greys 
British Cavalry. Lancers 

STANDING FIGURES ARE AT 
ECONOMY PRICE OF 5 for 5/- 
per pack 

MOUNTED FIGURES. 2 in a 
pack for 5/- 

SEND STAMP (5d) FOR 
LATEST CATALOGUE 


POST U.K. 

Up to 10/-, I/-: up to £1. 2/-; 
up to £4, 5/-: over £5 post free. 


ERNEST BERWICK 

THE MODEL SPECIAUSTS 

1U NEWLAND STREET, KEHERINB, NORTHANTS, ENGLAND 


PELIKAN PLAKA. PAINTS 

1. White 

37. Pale Blue 

10. Lemon 

42. Yellow Green 

11. Yellow 

43. Middle Green 

15. Orange 

44. Green 

18. Yellow Ochre 

46. Blue Green 

20a- Flesh 

47. Deep Green 

22. Carmine 

50. Yellow Brown 

24. Vermillion 

52. Red Brown 

28. Deep Madder 

55. Brown 

30. Blue 

60. Silver 

32. Red Violet 

61. Rich Gold 

33. Blue Violet 

62. Pale Gold 

35. Deep Blue 

70. Black 

36. Turquoise Blue 

72. Grey 

THE paints for the metal figure enthusiast. Dry in minutes, 
are thinned with water, matt finish, smudge and waterproof. 

A 2 os. i*r 2/8. S.A.E. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

AIRCAM BOOKS. 21/- oach 

AMERICAN SCALE 

PROFILES. (AIRCRAFT & 
A.F.VJ 

PROFILE BINDERS. 

21/- oach 

MODELLER. 13/6 

APRIL, MAY. JUNE. JULY 

ALL IN STOCK 
CONTROL COLUMN. 2/- 




NEW 

AIRFIX 1/72 kits 
Douglas Devastator 3/9 

Jaguar Car 5/6 

RE VEU. 1/32 Wildcat 15/6 
NEW 

FROG 1/72 kits 
(Bagged) re releases 


M.E. 109 
Spitfire 
Sea Fury 
Machhi C 202 
Zero 

H. Hurricane 

Tempest 

Typhoon 

F.W. 190 

Plus all Frog 

production. 


3/- 

3/- 

3/- 

3/- 

3/- 

3/- 

3/- 

3/- 

3/- 


ALLMARK DECALS 

A. 1 4. J.G. 54. ME. 109. 
E.F.G. 4/-, plus sten- i 
cilling, manufacturers | 
plates. Serbo Croat , 
decals inc. 

A. 15. M.E. 109. I.G.' UDET"! 
plus 4/-, kill markings, , 
and Hungarian 1/72 
markings. 

S.A.E. will bring illus- < 
trated leaflet of all these 
superb decals. 


NEW STOPPEL 

No. 29. Roundels. 

Cambodia, Columbia, 
Peru, Uruguay 3/6 I 

"OLDIE CORNER 

Frog. H.P. 

1/72 10/9 
1/72 2/9 


'Og. H.P. 

Herald 
Frog. E.E. P.l 
Bristol 
Britannia 
Merit 

Swordfish 


1/96 10/9 
1/48 12/11 
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AIRFIX magazine 


AIRFIX 

magazine 


Classified Adverts 


RATES: 7d per word. Minimum charge 7s 
BOX NUMBERS: 2s 2d extra charge 
All advertisements must be prepaid 
Please state classification required 


Please address your correspondence to: 

AIRFIX MAGAZINE Classified Advertisement Department 

9 Ely Place, London, EC1 

Closing date for next Issue— June 1 


FOR SALE 

Wargames from America by Avalon Hill 
Co & Gamcscicncc Corp. Afrika Korps; 
Battle of Britain; Battle of the Bulge; 
Blitzkrieg; Confrontation; D-Day; 
Guadalcanal; Jutland; 1914; Stalingrad; 
Tactics 2; Strategy & Tactics Magazine. 
Brochures 6d. McLellan, 12 South Road, 
Wick, Caithness, Scotland. [430S1 

Aviation Books, magazines, photographs 
— including latest armour/military books. 
Catalogue 8d (10c). Bookshop, 116 
Bohemia Road, St Leonards, Sussex. 

[43 IS] 

Military, Naval. Books on uniforms, 
regimental history, ships. Lists sent 
monthly. Write — J. Reece, 44 The Grove, 
Isleworth, Middx. [436S] 

.Airfix Magazines, first issue to Dec 1964 
complete. 1965, minus March, April, 
August, Sept. 1966, minus July, August, 
Sept. Offers. Porter, 22 Arundel Drive, 
Whitley Bay, Northumberland. [416Sj 

Flying Review. March 61-March 67. Air 
Pictorial Jan 63-Feb 67. Offers with SAE 
to Waters, 12 Carrington Way, Bocking, 
Braintree, Essex. [417Si 

VEB Aero 45 and Yak 18P kits l/50th scale 
both unmade 10 - each. Starkinp, High 
Lawn, High Close, Rawdon, Leeds. 

1420SJ 

Airfix Magazines, July I960 [No 2] and 
Februai 7 1961 to present. Condition as 
new. Offers, Douglas. 24 Roschill Place, 
Aberdeen. [421 Sj 

68 different .Airfix Magazines. State wants. 
SAE 11 Kirkham Street, Bolton Lancs. 

I422SJ 

45 issues Airfix Magazine. Offers, Beadle, 
Fallows End. Manor Road, Sandbach, 
Cheshire. (423S1 


Airfix Magazines all volumes. Air Pictorials, 
Flying Reviews, etc. SAE List. Staton, 
19 Springfield Avenue, Stockton, Teesside 

1426S) 

Top Wargamers read Miniature Warfare, 
the world's leading monthly magazine for 
wargamers and wargaming. For a trial copy 
send 4/- [65csl and a 12'' x 9'' SAE. [U.K. 
5d. Overseas 3 I.R.C.’sl to Miniature 
Warfare Dept A, 61 Benares Road, 
Plumstead, London, SE18, England. Trade 
enquiries welcome, wholesale or retail. 

1428S1 

Large selection profiles and decals send 
SAE for list to T. Simmons, Red Lion, 
Woodstock Road, Oxford. [434Si 

Airfix Magazines excellent condition Oct 
1963-Dcc 1967 £2. Doubicday, 57 Archers 
Way, Gallcywood, Chelmsford. 1435S1 

7 wins at 7 contests ! Metalskin models 
voted winners at IPMS London competi- 
tions. Use this gleaming metal finish on 
your competition models for utmost 
realism. Self-adhesive Metalskin sheet, 
size I5''xl()'', will cover three small 
aircraft, available in matt or gloss finish, 
including instructions. Send 5/6d PO to 
Gordon Stevens, 18 Hillford Place, 
Earlswood, Surrey. (437S) 

Airfix Magazines number one to January, 
1966. Complete, unbound. Offers please. 
Williamson, 24, Rectory Park, South 
Croydon. Surrey. [439S] 


WANTED 

.Aviation, Combat, aircraft recognition 
books, Airfix Magazines. 116 Bohemia 
Road, St Leonards, Sussex. [432 WJ 

Can anyone supply Airfix Magazine, 
February 1967? Richard Pciluct, 44 
Turner Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NOR 
76J. I4I8W1 


.Any Modem American badges bought. 
48 Burtonwood House, Seven Sisters Road. 
N.4. 1427WI 

Lnmadc Frog Meteor, Venom, Canberra 
Kits, State price required. Clarkson, I 
Whitby Avenue, Chester, CH2 2JA. I419W1 

Revell Plastic Kits, “Queen Mary", 
"Brasil", Large coloured import kit. Liner, 
‘France". Also Hornby Dublo, "Torbay 
Castle", "Denbigh Castle", Locos. Box 
No 424W. 1424W1 

.Airfix Magazine, all issues; Aero, War in 
the Air, Jones, Volumes IV, V Maps, 
Appendices; Any Italian Aircraft WW 1 & 
II books, magazines and relics esj^ecially 
Rivista Acronautica. Will reimburse for 
correspondence. Roger Maineri, 14 Pine- 
hurst Way, San Francisco, 94127, USA. 

(438W1 


Frog Venom Kits 1/72, Old Airfix Mag. 
Fro^ Canberra, A. G. W, Fredriksson, 
Zenitgatan 32, S415 21 Gothenburg, 
Sweden. 1425W] 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Book-Search for English, American, Ger- 
man out-of-print books. 116 Bohemia 
Road, St Leonards, Sussex. [433 M] 


PERSONAL 

Have YOU a model railway? If so, you must 
read Railway Modeller monthly 3s. Each 
issue packed with Show-you-how articles 
and descriptions of other people's layouts 
to help and encourage you to get the most 
from your own line. From Model Shops 
and Newsagents everywhere. Send 6d for 
specimen copy to Peco Publications, 
eSaton, Devon. I429PJ 


BOOKS FOR WAR MODELLERS 

SS in Battle: Photo Album 1940-45. Approx. 1.000 oHicial Waffen- 
SS photos from all their battlefronts. 160 pp. £5 7t 6d 

German Tanks of World War II (Senger u. Etterlln). Complete illus. 

hist. 1926-45. 192 large pages. Nearly 300 photos. £4 19t 6d 
Tanks of W.W.I; Brit. & German (Chamberlain & Ellis). 268 6d 
Orders, Decorations. Medals & Badges of the Third Reich (Little- 
john & Dodkins). 350 photos. 4 pp. of ribbons in colour. 928 Od 
Milit. Uniforms of the World in Colour (Kannik). 512 dwgs. 318 9d 
Cavalry Uniforms of Britain & Commonwealth (Wilkinson-Latham) . 

Another BLANDFORD book— with 96 pp. in full colour. 318 9d 
German Army & Navy Uniforms & Insignia 1872-1918 (Hoffschmidt 
& Tantum). Over 175 pp., hundreds of photos & dwgs. 798 6d 
Espaha en Llamas 1936. Huge pictorial history of whole Spanish 
Civil War. (Pub. In Spain in 1968 — Spanish text.) £14 IDs Od 

PAPERBACKS: 

Armeen der NATO 438 9d; Armeen der Ostblock 338 9d 

Foreign Volunteers of Hitler’s Germany. Emblems, brief his. 328 9d 
Uniforms & Equip, of the Light Brigade (Mollo). Many illus. 528 Od 

Many others. Call or write. Early closing Wednesday. POST PAID 
Graham K. Scott, 2 The Broadway, Frlem Barnet Rd., London. N.11 


AIRFIX BACK COPIES 


1967: July — Soviet missile tank. October — US Civil War figures. 
November — Japanese tankette. December — Halifax Mk II conversion. 
1968: January — Warspite, 1916 conversion. February — Military Land 
Rovers. March — DH9A and German infantry conversions. May — M3 half- 
track conversions. July — FC-47 and T-34 conversions. August — German 
cavalry. September — German lozenge camouflage. October — Lancaster 
II conversion. November — British tank markings. December — Churchill 
Crocodile. 1969: January— Avro 504. February — Hereford conversion. 
March — Skyraider and war elephant models. April — Sopwith Pup and 
Mk V tanks. 

Wou/d readers please note that all issues not listed above are now 
out of print and can no longer be supplied. 

For editions up to September. 1968, the cost is 28 6d an issue, post 
paid. For editions since October, 1968, the cost is 3s, post paid. 
Please address all requests for back copies, together with your remit- 
tance, to our circulation department at SURRIDGE DAWSON & CO 
(PRODUCTIONS) LTD. PUBLISHING DEPT, 136 NEW KENT ROAD, 
LONDON, SE1. 


June, 1969 
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to have and 
to hold... 

your AIRHX magazines 


The Classified Advertisement columns of this issue 
of AIRFIX MAGAZINE prove that copies of every 
issue become more and more valuable as time 
goes on. The circulation and readership increases 
steadily each month so that supply very often can- 
not keep up with the demand and you may well 
miss a copy. Make sure this doesn't happen to you 
by ordering a regular copy from your newsagent, 
or alternatively take out an annual subscription 
using the form below: 


■ To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE - Subscription Dept. ■ 

I Surridge Dawson & Co. (Productions) Ltd., I 

136/142 New Kent Road, London, S.E.1. 

I Please send my AIRFIX MAGAZINE each month by I 

■ post on publication for a 12 month period commencing ■ 

_ with the issue. I enclose my cheque/ 

I postal order for 36s. (Postage Inclusive.) $5.50) I 

■ Date Signed _ 

* NAME ■ 

I ADDRESS I 


I Please write clearly in block capitals. . ^ , I 

AM 5 


Once you take AIRFIX MAGAZINE regularly, treat 
your copies like gold dust by preserving them In 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE EASIBINDERS. Order these 
now for your valuable back numbers, your last 
year's copies or even your next year's copies, 
using the form below. 


■ To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE - Easibinder Dept. m 

g PSL Publications Ltd., 9 Ely Place, London, E.C.1. I 

Please send me special AIRFIX MAGAZINE 

■ Easibinder/s immediately at 20s. each including post- I 

I age and packing. I enclose my cheque/postal order ■ 

I for £ Signed ■ 

NAME 

I ADDRESS .. I 

■ Please write clearly in biock capii^^^^^ !’”** i 

^ AM 5 
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Now out! 

Don’t miss this outstanding work, the 
first voiume of which was published in 
April, 1968, to commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee of the R.A.F. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE R.A.F. 

(Vol. 2-1939-1945) 

J. W. R. Taylor and P. J. R. Moyes 
35/- 

A complete histo^ of the R.A.F. in World War II. the only 
sinfle volume history of this type. Written after the 
official history, it draws on material which was not available 
at that time, dealinf with weapons, stratecy and research. 

Not just a narrative history of operations. As well as 
telling what happened, it also tells why. 

9 in.-6 in. 208 pages including 128 pages of pictures. 


IAN ALLAN 


SHEPPERTON, Middlesex 


Books from Hersants of Highgate 

SWORDS OF HITLER S THIRD REICH. Angolla. Civil and Military 
weapons. 140 illus. on art paper. July. 62s Od p.f. 

CHECKERTAIL CLAN McDowell & Hess. 325th F.G. in N. Africa 
and Italy. 96 pp. 60 photos. July. 368 6d p.f. 

U S. NAVY MARKINGS W.W.2. PACIFIC THEATRE. Doll. 48 pp.. 

fully illus. with photos and drawings. Colour cover. 268 Od p.f. 
ANATOMY OF GLORY : Napoleon and his Guard. Lachouque & 
Brown. 564 pp., photos, col. plates and fold’g maps. 1408 Od p.f. 
MARKINGS OF THE ACES PT. 2— U.S. NAVY (Book 1). Kooka- 
burra. 26 pp.. photos, drawings. Colour cover. 98 6d p.f. 

JANE'S FIGHTING SHIPS 1898. Facsimile reprint. 232 pp.. 8i x 
12^. June. 1098 6d p.f. 

(JANE'S SHIPS & AIRCRAFT for 1919 shortly at 1728 6d p.f.) 

Prices include postage 

W. E. HERSANT LTD., 228 ARCHWAY ROAD. LONDON. N.6 


AVIATON 
BOOKS 
GAIOOE ! 


Motor Books 


History - Reference 
Modelling - Engineering 
Computers - Navigation 
Flying - Construction 

We carry a comprehensive 
U.K. and International range 
of books on all aspects of 
aviation. Also armour. 


Sind for free fi»f 
Personal Collars Welco"*® 


& Accessories. 33 (AM) St. Martin’s Ct., London wa. Tel: 01-836 5376. 


AIRFIX magazine 


auhHiflii! 


OPEN Monday Co Thursday . . .,9 a.nn. Co 6 p.m. 

Laco Nighc Friday .. 9 a.m. Co 9 p.m. 

SaCurday 9-)0 a-m. Co I p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL MAIL ORDER POSTAGE RATES 
Inland Overseas 

Under £1 )/- Surface 30 por canC 

Over £1 4/4 Airmail 45 por canC 

C.O.D 4/6 extra (Min. charge 13/-) per cent 

of cocal order value. 

The above rates are a genaral indication only 
Any underpayment will be debited 





all metal auto-kits 1/24 scale 



014 1927 Austin 7 Tourer 


BUILD A METAL KIT for both a change and a challenge. 
Experience the satisfaction of producing a replica of a historical 
thoroughbred that will be admired by the enthusiast and the 
modeller for years to come. Thanks to modern casting tech- 
niques parts are produced in very fine deuil resulting in a kit 
that is a delight to the eye and far superior in durability to the 
normal plastic kit. Parts glue together with the minimum of 
work. Feel the weight — See the accuracy — build an All Metal 
AUTO-KIT. 


MODERN SERIES 

001 1962 BRM F.l 61/- 

002 1963 Lotus 25 F. I 54/- 

003 1961 Ferrari F.l 61 /- 

004 1963 BRM F.l 61/- 

007 Lotus Super 7 67/6 

009 Porsche^ GTS 92/- 

011 1965 Locus 38 Indy. 67/6 

012 1965 Locus 33 F.l 61/- 


VINTAGE SERIES 

005 1927 BugaCCi 35B 74/- 

006 1934 1.5 E.R. A. 74/- 

006 1932 Alfa P.3 G.P. 74/- 

010 1929 M.G.*M* Type 67/6 

•013 1929 Mercedes SSKL 84/- 

•014 1925 Auscin 7 Touror 74/- 

•015 1927 DeLage 1.5 G.P. 74/- 

•016 Auscin 7 Open Tourer 74/- 
•017 I933 M.G. K3MagneCCo 74/- 



015 1927 1 5 Delage G.P. 

1/24 All Mccal WILLS FINECAST Kies 
1928 4i LITRE LE MANS BENTLEY fully detailed right 
down to the word ‘Bentley’ on the rocker box. £6 1/ 6 

1920 4i LITRE VAUXHALL 30 98E. A new addition to this 
range of two. Featuring full engine, suspension, interior, 
exterior and underside detail. £7 10 0 



SLOT RACING KITS 
Few only — Reduced to cloar 
1/24 TAMIYA with FT36D 
King Cobra 59/11 

Plymouth Fury 59/11 

Dodge Charger 59/ 1 1 

Ford Galaxie 59/11 

1/32 RIKO with RikocheC 
Corvette Stingray 15/- 

1/24 RIKO with Rikobomb 


Lotus 25 F.l 
B.R.M. F.l 
Cooper F.l 

1/32 AMT with FTI6 

9101 Mustang Fastback 

9102 Avanti 
1/25 AMT 
9004 -57 T-Bird 

1/24 RUSSKIT wich“22” 


19/11 

19/11 

19/11 

19/11 

19/11 

19/11 


MOO *62 Ferrari F.l 19/11 

Lotus 23 19/11 

1/24 RUSSKIT with ••23*’ 
Ferrari 330 P2 49/11 

Chapraral I I 49/ 1 1 

1/24 MONOGRAM 
with FT36D 

2408 Ferrari 275P 69/11 

2409 Scarab 69/11 

24 1 0 Porsche 904GTS 69/ 1 1 

2413 Chaparral 11 69/11 

2417 Ford G.T. Rdstr 79/11 

2418 Mclaren 79/11 

1/24 MONOGRAM double 
kies 

2 bodies— FT36D 

2411 Cobra G.T./Lola 70 89/11 

2412 Ferrari/Ford G.T. 89/11 

2415 Muttang/Chaparral 89/11 

1/32 MONOGRAM wich 
FTI6D 

3203 Porsche 904 59/11 

3204 Cooper-Ford 59/11 

3205 Ferrari G.T.O./LM 59/11 

3207 Ferrari 275P 59/ 1 1 

3210 Ford G.T. 69/11 

3211 Ferrari 330P/LM 69/11 

1/32 MONOGRAM wich FTI6 
3205 Ferrari G.T.O./LM 29/11 

1/32 STROMBECKER 
Barracuda 19/11 

1/24 ATLAS 

Lotus 30 29/11 

1/24 K A B with Super Chal- 
lenger Sidewinder 

1804 Chaparral I I 49/11 

1805 LolaT.70 49/11 

1/24 K A B wich Challenger 
Sidewinder 

1800 Ford G.T. 39/11 

1 802 Porsche 906/9 16 39/11 

1803 Ferrari 250G.T.O. 39/11 

1/32 K A B Sidewinders 

1832 Comet Exterminator 29/11 
1828 Corvair Corsa 29/11 

1/24 COX wich FT36D 
16100 Cheetah 79/11 

18000 Ford Galaxie 89/11 


COMPREHENSIVE 
Mail Order 

CATALOGUE 

3/6 


AURORA KITS 
I 25 CARS 

563 Ferrari Berlinetta 25/11 

564 Maserati 3500 G.T. 25/11 

566 ‘E* Type Jaguar 18/6 

567 ’E’ Type Coupe/Conv. 18/6 

SHIPS 

706 Sea Wolf Sub. 13/6 

708 Nautilus Sub. 13/6 

714 USS Enterprise 18/6 

210 Black Falcon 15/11 

429 Buccaneer 25/11 

431 Bluenose Schooner 44/6 

AIRCRAFT 

137 CFIOO Avro jet IJ/6 

144 BS8 Hustler 13/6 

500 Bell Cobra 'Copter 13/6 


HELLER 

Accurate scale quality kits from 
France. 

2 NEW 1/24 CARS 

Both in truly magnificent and full 

detail. 

738 Mustang GT 500 
755 Brabham.HondaF.il 

35/11 each 

Other detailed Cars 
760 Renault R8 1500 Gordini 
Monte Carlo Rally Car. 
Great engine, suspension, 
etc., detail 35/11 

L740 Matra F.ll 35/11 

L735 Alpine A2I0 GT 

Completely detailed 
Chassis 35/11 

L720 1/20 Renault R 16 

Opening doors, bonnet 
and boot 35/11 

AIRCRAFT 
1/72 Fighters 

091 Bloch 152 8/11 

092 Dewoitine 520 8/11 

093 Morane Saulnier 

MS 406 8/11 

094 Curtis H-75 A3 8/11 

095 Les Mureaux 117. R2 8/11 

096 Caudron C-714 8/11 

1/72 Bombers 

390 Amiot 143 22/- 

391 Loire et Olivier 45 22/- 

392 Brequet693 22/- 

393 Bloch 174 22/- 

394 Potez63l 22/- 

396 Potez 63-11 22/- 

397 Leo 451 22/- 

545 Bloch 210 35/11 

1/50 Fighter Jets 
105 Trident 17/11 

120 Fiat G.9I. R3 17/11 

511 Mirage IIIR 27/6 

1/50 Bombers 

305 VautourllB 22/- 

330 Vautour IIN 22/- 

500 Etendard IV 27/6 

1/50 Fighter Bombers 
505 Brequet Alize 27/6 

830 Mirage IV 44/6 

510 Mirage MIC 27/6 

1/40 Fighter Jets 
310 Fouga Magister 22/- 

l/SO Helicopter 
200 Alouette III 17/11 

325 Frelon 22/- 

335 S.A. 330 21/11 

1/125 Civil Aircraft 
700 Boeing 707 35/11 

705 Douglas OC8 35/11 

l/lOO Civil Aircraft 
300 Caravelle 22/- 

855 Concorde 44/6 

715 Brequet Atlantic 35/11 

320 1/75 Super-Broussard 22/- 

720 1/50 Mystere 20 35/11 

710 l/85Noratlas 35/11 

Historic Aircraft 
335 1/75 Arc-en-Ciel 22/- 

100 1/40 Spad VII 22/- 

Sprint Series with working 
interior and exterior lighting 
525 1/48 Alouette III 27/6 

835 1/50 Brequett Alize 44/6 

840 I / 100 Caravelle 44/6 

850 1/125 Boeing 707 44/6 


SHIPS 
1/200 Civil Liner 
1010 Avenir 
745 Le Volantaire 
1/430 Aircraft Carriers 
1000 Clemenceau 
1005 Foch 
1/400 Destroyers 

540 Surcouf 

541 Maille-Breze 

542 Kersaint 

543 Dupetit-Thouars 
1/400 Ships 

860 Colbert Cruiser 
870 Jeanne D'Arc 

Helicopter Carrier 
Historic Ships 
865 1/90 Santa Maria 
90S Phenix 
600 1/200 Epervier 
910 Royal Louis 
915 La Sirene 


Solido Ford G.T. Mk. IV 


88/11 

35/11 

88/11 

88/11 

27/6 

27/6 

27/6 

27/6 

44/6 

44/6 

44/6 

88/11 

35/11 

88/11 

88/11 



iini tipo 


NEW FROM SOLIDO 
1/43 detailed diecast 

170 Ford G.T. Mk IV 

171 Opel G.T. 

I57B B.M.W. 200 CS In 

rally trim 

307 Berliet Stradair 
Covered truck 
1/43 finely detailed 
vintage and veteran master- 
pieces 
RIO 

I kata 1906 

3 FiatSOIS 1919 

4 Fiat Torpedo 1919 

5 Alfa 1932 P3 

6 Fiat Mod. O 1912 

7 Fiat Spyder 

8 Isotta Fraschin 

8a 1924 

9 Isotta 1924 (open) 

11 Bianchi 1909 (open) 

12 Fiat 1912 Spyder 

14 Fiat Tipo 2 1910 

15 Isotta Spyder 1924 

18 Bianchi 1906 

19 Alfa 1750 1932 

23 Fiat 60 cv 1905 

24 Fiat 1905 (open) 

25 Fiat Phaeton 1906 

27 Fiat 24 h.p. 1905 

28 Bianchi 1905 

29 1902 Merc Simplex 
32 1903 Fiat 16 cv 
I.M.C. 

103 Cougar II 

104 Ford G.T. 40 

105 Ford ‘48 Conv. 

106 Lotus indy 38 

107 Dodge ‘Little Red 

Wagon' 

108 Mecom Lola T.70 

109 Mustang II 
1 1 1 STP Indy Lotus 

113 Ford G.T. ‘J’ Car 

114 Volkswagen 'Beetle 

115 '48 Ford Coupe (’46 or 

'47 versions possible). 34/6 

1 16 Chaparral 2E 34/6 

117 Ford G.T. Mk. IV 34/6 

1/32 KITS 

181 Ford Galaxie 17/11 

182 Plymouth Fury 17/11 

183 Pontiac G.P. 17/11 

184 Chevrolet Impala 17/11 

1/25 M.P.C. kits 

502 Tiger Shark 34/6 

503 Magnum G.T. II 34/6 

608 Thunder Charger 34/6 

301 1957 Corvette 34/6 

306 I 960 Corvette 34/6 

5 Corvette Stingray 19/11 

1/25 Scale Vintage Cars 
201 1932 Chrysler Conv. 34/6 

204 1932 Chrysler Rdstr. 34/6 

228 1928 Lincoln 34/6 

232 1932 Imperial 34/6 

302 1932 Chevy. Roadster 30/6 

303 1933 Chevy. Panel 

Truck 30/6 

304 1928 Ford Truck 30/6 

305 1929 Ford Station 

Vifagon 30/6 

DUGU 

I 191 1 Fiat 4 43/6 

4 1907 Fiat F.2 G.P. 43/6 

6 1907 Itala Padombella 51/- 

7 1912 Itala 25/35 HP 43/6 

II 1899 Fiat 3.5 HP 41/- 

16 1909 Itala 35/45 HP 51/- 

17 1934 Fiat Balilla 

Coppa d'oro 51/- 

19 1931 Duesenberg 51/- 


28/6 

23/6 

27/6 

43/11 

Italian 


38/ 1 1 
38/11 
38/11 
38/ 1 1 
38/11 
38/11 

46/- 
46/- 
46/- 
38/ 1 1 
46/- 


46/- 

42/11 

43/11 

43/11 

46/- 

46/- 

46/- 

38/11 

34 6 
34'6 
34/6 
25/- 

34/6 

14/6 

34/6 

25/- 

34/6 

34/6 
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M mm 

military 

" H|NIATUR€ 

. - KITS 

_ A new S,M.W. De. 

parcment 

The luperb HtSTOftEX collect 
ton FIGURES KITS* cicc in white 
thockproof polystyrene, a mounted 
fifure ii comp^^ed cF ^ppro)t 4Q tepirate 
pieces^ makine it possible For enrene to penenal- 
ii« his fif urine whilst retpectine historieil truth in in 
»rtiatleic detarlt^ 

MOUNTED FIGURES IS/-, FOOT FIGURES 13/-; AHo 
STADDEN FIGURES, 


ma INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 

Supplier* to the British and Overseas Governments 


A.F.V..KITS 

Alwayi the Urgett t elect ion 
We Hit » few below. 


■t l.M.W. 


AIRCRAFT KITS 

Expected to arrive end of May/Early 
June. $o order your*i now and be 
nrst with theie excellent kita, 

From RIVELL 1/32 
Grumman F4F-4 WILDCAT* (hit kit 
hai detailed Pratt St Whitney R^IB30 
enslne with removable cowf, de- 
tailed cockpit, frliding canopy, folding 
wing5 I5f6 


AlmarkS 


We tcock alt Atmarki 
includinji _ the new 
Green Scriei for Me. 
BflOT 


NICHIMO 1 /35th scale 


from MONOGRAM 
1/48 HAWKER Mk I 
23/9 

\(72 DORNfER Do I7Z 
Pencil) 23,9 


TTPHOON 


Oec*r* by AIR; A,B.T*; STOPPiL S.A.A.D, 
alwayi in mtork. 


Monthly newsletter E^iving 
details oF all new kpti» 
books. transFeri^ 
etc. 10/- p«r annumi 


Panzerkampfwacen IV (G) 
Hluiiratcd* complete with etectric 
motor 

Charioteer Mk, 6 Tank Destroyer 
British Army Centurion fik, IQ 
British Army Chiefrain 
French Army AMX 13 
French Army AM X VTP 
British Army Abbot 
U,S. Army I OS mm Ml 09 Self- 
Propelled Howitzer 


27, H 
37/11 
27/1 i 
37/n 
17 1 1 r 
iT/j r 
17/1 I 

27/ 1 ] 

with 
remote 

control eQuipment* German Army 
45.5 ton Ranter H, German King 
Tiger, Hunting Tiger, German 
Rommel, Russian Malin TJO* 


AIPFIX 1/72 

North American OV-lOA Bronco 2/9 
RAF Emergency set; intruding 
crash tender and crew r>/9 


(Flying 


PS ID. 
Unit unknown, 
5th Arr Force, 
Phillipines Okinawa, 
POA 'Jumpin* 
Jacques' 


TAMIYA 1/35 




* ^ Each 

59/11 «ch. P'^tMcation 

* IS. » ' illustrates une 

OVP major sub- 

* famous aircraft in 
* the colour schemes and markings 
of the Air Forces of the World, Each 
issue will contain eight pages of colour side 
view illustrations, supporting black and white plan 
^ view drawings showing where necessary both upper and 

under surfaces, one hundred and twenty five half tone photo>> 
graphs, each issue will also contain one full colour place illustrating 
twenty examples of Unit Insignia of the World's Air Forces. 


No 

No 


No 


1 North American P-51D Mustang 21/- 

•n US AAF^USAF Service 

3 North American Mustang Mk l-IV 21/- 

In RAF; RAAF; SAAF; RNZAF; RCAF service and the North 
American P-SIB and O Mustang in French; Italian; Swedish; 
Royal Netherlands; Netherlands East Indies; Indonesian; 
Israeli; Phillipine! Dominican; Somali; South Korean; Chinese 
Nationalist. Chinese Communist etc Air Forces. 

5 North American P-51B/C 

Mustang 21/- 

In USAAF service. Simitar content to No I but with 
brief coverage of the P-Sl and A*36. 


OF SPECIAL SERIES 

Battle of Britain 


FIRST 

Contents: 

'A' Hawker Hurricane 
★ Spitfire 

At Luftwaffe and RAF 
unit insignia in colour 

A must for this period 


Bf I09E 9 JG2 ‘Richtofen’ Le 
Havre, France. Luftflotie 3, 
from special series 
“Battle of Britain", 


ic ME Bf. 109E 
'A' 17 colour pages 
ir stencil details 


No 2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 

No 4 Supermarine Spitfire 
Mkl-XIV 21/- 

No 6 Curtiss Kitty hawk 21/- 


21 /- 










POST & PACKING 
fiooki and transfars plaaia add 5% 
Kiu 2/-^ For £| ordar and 1/- per £1 lo 
£5. Over £5 poic free, 

Minimum potutf « 9d. 


SEELEY/ 
SERVICE PUBLICATIONS 

By Maior R. Meney Sarnest 

The BHtish Army of t9l4 and 
Its History 

Regimenu and Uniforms of the 
British Army 41/- 

Mifftary Umformt of Bricain. 

and The Empire 41/- 

The Soldiers of Londoni 45/- 

Scottish Regiments 32/— 

by Col C. B. Rogers 

The Mounted Troops of the 

British Army 42/- 


Weapons of the British 
Soldier 

Tanks in Battle 

by John G. Garr^Lf 
Model Soldiers 

NEW KOOKABURRA 

THE 


35/^ 

35/- 

42/- 


ACES 


MARKINGS OF 
Parc 2 U.S* Navy 
Includes very complete written his- 
tories, action photos, side view 
drawings, SQuadron insigniap key to 
colours and combat markings, 
^•icoret^’ 8/« 

THIRMOPYL AE— The age of the 
Clipper Ilf— 


HINCHL1FFE ARTILLERY 
MODELS 

54 mm scale* these are the most 
superror artillery modelSp very 
authentic and avarlable in kit, as- 
f embled* assembled and plated or 
paintedi, Prices below are For kits« 
British 9 pdr gun TB/Sj British 22 
pdr Carronadc Wooden Carriage 
16/1; British 32 pdr Carronade, 
iron carriage 26/1 ; British Limber 
78/5; French Howitaer 78/5; 
French 8"^ howitzer TS,''S; French 
12 pdr gun 71/5 j French limber 
Sl/3j British Lewis gun (assem- 
bled) 4/4; British 3 pdr 47/3; 
British 18 pdr fun 1 30/8} 1 3^ Land 
Mortar M/-, 


BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 


01-540 7333/4 


